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HE Caſes here offered to 
the Public, are the reſult 
of attentive obſervation , and of a 


long and pretty extenſive Experi- 
ence 3 they are a Collection of 
Facts, faithfully related, and as 
ſuch, I hope, will be conſidered 
as an evidence of laudable induſ- 
try; : and, at the ſame | time, prove 
| uſeful, by the addition they bring 
| 0 the Stock of Medical Truths: 
| | with this merit, if allowed me, I 
| ſhall reft ſatisfied, and ſhall 
$6. 7 has perſiſt 


PREP A G KR. 


perſiſt with diligence and care, in 
compleating the S8gcoND Vouyus ; : 
which is already in the Preſs, and 


in great f. forwardneſs. 


Ir will be eaſily perceived, that 
I have been guided, and encou- 
raged in my attempt, by the 
information I derived at firſt, 
from the Lectures of the late 
learned Doctor Colin MACKENZIE, 
and afterwards, from my corre 
| ſpondence with that truly ingeni- 
ous Gentleman, who died JANU= 
ARY 31, 1775. The whole of 
this correſpondence j 1s given in the 
preſent Work. 
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G ASE. 
E. G. A poor woman, was taken in ij 


bour of her ſecond child about four o'clock 
in the morning, of the nineteenth of MAY, 
1761; at ſeven I was ſent for, and upon 
examination, found the os externum and conti- 
guous parts much tumified, and diſordered with 
the lues venerea, which ſhe owned to have been | 


B afflicted 


„ ? - 
. 1 $+ q L * \ 
* = * 1 
- 
* 


* 


1 A | » * 
- 
* © . 
* 
«SS 
158% 
a 42 
KD % 
4 
* 
* p. 
” 


1 
afſlicted with from the third month of her preg- 
nancy; and, which had been attended with 
diſcharges of fetid matter, pain, dyſury, and 
blotches on the ſurface of the body. The os 
tince was very high up, tenſe, and dilated to 
about the breadth of a filver penny ; her pulſe 
was weak; at times ſhe ejected by vomit a 
quantity of porraceous phlegm, and appeared 
to labour under the moſt dreadful appre- 
henftions, having been informed by ſome offi- 
cious goſſip. that women who were ſo unfortu- 
nate as to have the foul diſeaſe, when delivered, 
ſeldom ſurvived their lying-in. Tas difficult 
to ſoothe her into a more comfortable opinion of 
her caſe: however, my conſolations had ſome 
weight, and the _horrars of her mind were, in a 
great meaſure, appeaſed — the pains were but 
trifling all through the day, and about ten at 
night the os tince was found little more dilated. 
than in the morning, I exhibited an anodyne, 
and left her till ſix. the next morning, when I was 
told that the pains, had come ſtronger and faſter, 
but 


. #4 


11 1 

but on examination 1 could find no difference in 
the Nate of the os tince. I waited with her: till 
eight in the evening, when repeating che opiate, 
J again left her till one the next morning, and 
then received another call; the pains now recur- 
red much faſter, and the os tince was dilated to 
the breadth of a crown piece, the membranes! 
protruded in a kind of bag, and between the 
pains I could plainly diſcover a preſentation of 
the vertex about the middle of the pelvts - after: 
waiting till near ten o'clock the next morning,. 
and the pains being yet pretty ſtrong, I began to 
imagine that the rigidity of the membranes 
might, probably, in ſome meaſure, retard the 
delivery; upon which, (the ſoft parts being 
ſufficiently dilated) I ventured to rupture them 
with my fore finger, when the head almoſt inſtan- 
taneouſly deſcended into the lower part of the 
| pelvis, ſo as to protrude the external parts in 


"1 


form of a tumour, and, with a ſmall pain, in a 
few minutes afterwards, was delivered: the child 
was much diſcoloured, appeared to have been 


long dead, and the lower jaw and left leg were 
B 2 emaciated 


1 
emaciated and putrid. After waiting near an 5 
hour for the expulſion of the placenta and 
gently. waving the funis from ſide to fide, it on 
a ſudden gave way, and broke off, and preſently 
after an hæmorrhage came on; when the woman 
reclining on her right ſide, I went up with my. 
- left hand, gained the edge of the cake, and with 
very little trouble delivered it whole; no extra- 
ordinary diſcharge enſued, the patient's ſtrength 
was as good as could be expected, and her after 
pains very moderate, I ordered her a diapho- 
retic mixture with ſyrupus e meconio, with which 
ſhe reſted pretty well, perſpired freely, and was 
the next day in every reſpe& better than could 
have been imagined; but early in the following 
morning was ſeized with a proſuſe diarrhoea, 
which, notwithſtanding my utmoſt care and. 
attention to her unhappy ſituation, carried her off 
on the fifth day after her delivery. —I took an 
opportunity of relating the caſe to doctor wac- 
KENZIE, who was of opinion that the lues had 


affected the uterus, and was the cauſe of her 
death. 


MAURI- 


Tz 71 


MAURICEAU, obſ. 2g, p. 20. mentions the caſe. 


of a young woman, who in che ſeventh month of 
her Megnancy was ſalivated for the lues venerea, 
and who ſpit near three quarts a day, and yet 
was happily delivered, at the full time, of a 
healthy child. . 


- OBS. 71, p. 60. he avers to have ſeen a caſe 
ſimilar to the former, only the patient was but 
two months and a half gone with child; the uſe 
of the warm bath was forbid, and the woman, at 
laſt, was ſafely delivered of a healthy child. 


oss. 100. p. 83. he recites a caſe ſimilar to 


the former, with a remark, * that in all caſes 
where a pregnant woman is infected with a lues 
venerea, it is ſafeſt and propereſt io ſalivate her 
in the earlier months of pregnancy, when the 


evacuation will leſs affect the fetus. —Two other 


caſes are alſo mentioned, but in one of them 
the patient had only a gonorrhea, which, though 
not cured, did not affect the child: and, in the 


other 


\ -F % 7 
other A the patient was only ſuſpected of ha- 


ving the infection. 
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'DR. SMELLIE, to whom the world is much 
obliged: for his obſtetric improvements, and many 


uſeful communications, and to whoſe mechanical 
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plan, the art of mipwirery will ever ſtand 
greatly indebted, in his firſt volume, p: 1 6g. treating 
of the gonorrhea and lues venerea, gives the follow- 
ing inſtructions: ** if the diſtemper has pro- 
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ceeded to an invęterate degree of the ſecond in- 
fection, attended with cancerous ulcerations of 
the pudenda, buboes in the groin, ulcers in the 
noſe and throat, ſo that the life of the 'patient 
or conſtitution of the parts is endangered, mer- 
curials muſt be given, ſo as to raiſe a gentle ſali- 
vation; which ought to be immediately reſtrained, 
and even carried off by mild purgatives, and 
renewed occaſionally, according to the ſtrength 
of the woman, until the virus be utterly diſ- 
charged; here, however, a great deal muſt de- 


pend on the judgment and diſcretion of the pre- 


os | ſcriber, who, rather than propoſe any thing that 
wo rh, might 


121 

might occaſion abortion, ought to try, by PAL= 
lane medicines, to alleviate: and keep under 
the , _ "ry till after delivery”. In his ſecond 


vol. no. 4. caſe the firſt, he treats of a poor hs: 
man who had the lues. who was delivered 
| of a child, which, at firſt, had no appearance of 
infection; but, in about eight days, the ſcrotum 
and pents began to ſwell, inflame, and break out 
in little ulcers; the whole body was ſoon co- 
vered with venereal blotches, and it was attacked 
by a cough, which deſtroyed it in three weeks 
after it was born. — The mother had ulcers in 
| her throat, which grew worſe and word; in 
about a fortnight after her delivery her lungs 
were affected, a conſumption enſued, and death 
was the conſequence”, — Immediately aſter the 
caſe are ſome obſervations, which tend to ſhew, | 
that ſalivation is much ſafer in the firſt fix or 
ſeven months of pregnancy, than afterwards. 


DR. ROBERT WALLACE JOHNSON, in his ſyſtem 
of Mibwiresy, p. 138, ſpeaks in a judicious 


and clear manner of the lues venerea in pregnant 


women, 


| ES 


women, recites, with accuracy, the diagnoſtics 


and prognoſlics attending them under that com- 


plaint, and points out the neceſſary regimen and 
cure, p. 198. He further adds, that when little 
or nothing has been done towards a cure, the 
child is often dead before its birth; but, if born 


alive, it ſeldom ſurvives the month. 


LAMOTTE, obſ. 388. mentions the caſe of a 
lady, who not knowing her diſorder to be any 
other than the fluor albus, he cured of a gonor- 
rhaa ſimplex. 


obs. 389. & 390. the fame author alſo gives 

us two other caſes, in both which the women 

had the lues, but their huſbands remained undiſ- 

eaſed; from which he infers, that there muſt be 

a particular diſpoſition before a perſon can con- 

trad. the diſeaſe in an impure coitus. See the 

"ſame author, p. 502. and CasEs xi, and xxix. 


of this publication, 


„ .: i 

M. Ca Aged thirty-one, in JuLy, 1761, 

was taken with pains reſembling thoſe of labour, 

upon which a midwife was ſent for, who haſtily 
pronounced that ſhe had gone her time, and was 3 
in labour; but aſter waiting many hours, and | 
no ſigns of delivery appearing, her friends grew 
uneaſy, and ſolicited my aſſiſtance. Upon exa- 
mination, the os tince was found cloſe ſhut, 

no mucus deſcended, and by paying proper 
attention to her pains, I obſerved they were 
chiefly confined to the abdomen, and did 

not recur at ſtated periods; on which account FE 
declared them to be ſpurious, and that the 
labour was not begun. The pulſe being full 

and hard, eight ounces of blood were taken 

away, and as ſhe had not been at ſtool for three 

C days, 


10 
days, an emollient clyſter was prepared and in- 
jected, from which ſhe received great relief; but 
as her uneaſineſs was not entirely removed, I 


ſent an opiate to take at bed time, and heard 


no more of her for a fortnight; ſhe was then 


attacked with ſimilar complaints, and relieved 
by the ſame means as before, Near a month 
aſterwards, at three o'clock in the morning, I 
was again called to her; but now her pains were 
genuine, ſmall, but regular, the mucus deſcen- 
ded, and the os tince was beginning to dilate, 
but felt hard and rigid to the touch ; the pulſe 
was much depreſſed, and the patient greatly de- 
jected. I ordered her ſome wine caudle, with a 
fa drops of EIIX II PAREGORICUM, and ſtaid 
with her till nine in the evening, when finding 
her. free from pain, and aſleep, I left her: at 


fix in the morning I received a meſſage to attend 


her, and was told that her pains had been very 


ſtrong and regular for three hours together, and 
that the waters had newly broke, which I found to 


be the caſe; and likewiſe, that the os tince was 


much dilated, and in time of pain, the vertex 


puſhed 


p 89 » 5, 


1 

puſhed down into the prlvis, but receded as 
ir went off. I gave the patient every encourage- 
ment in my power, having reaſon to believe the 
event would be ſpeedy and ſavorable, but herein 
I was diſappointed; for, although the pains, fill 
continued powerful, yet chey were ineffectual ſor 
many hours, which ſurprized me the more, as the 
uterus had receded from the head of the child, 
which was not large. The woman had been 
uſed to good labours, and the pelvis was appa- | 
rently well formed. FO TM hour before the - 
child was delivered, the attendants were rather 
anxious and urgent for the delivery, but were 
ſatisfied with my aſſurances of there being no dans 
ger, and, that as the child preſented fair, and the 
pains were good, they maſt, for the ſafety both of | 
mother and child, be ſome time longer ſubmitted 
to; which they were, and the woman, after ha- 
ving undergone uncommon ſeverity of pain. for 
the laſt ſeven hours, was delivered at four o'clock 
in the afternoon, The funis was four times cir- 
cumvoluted about the neck of the fetus, which 


came away together with the placenta. It was 
| C 2 | ſome 


E 

ſome time before any ſigns of life appeared in the 
child, and not till it had bled from the funzs, 
and been well rubbed with warm cloths. The 
patient complained of thirſt and heat, and her 
pulſe was much accelerated; a few grains of 841. 
NrTRI Were therefore exhibited in barley water, 
and repeated every five hours; a perſpiration 
came on, the thirſt and heat abated, the patient 
recovered, and has fince had ſeveral children; 
with all of which I haye attended her, without 
the leaſt difficulty whatever. 

IN the 19th collection of dr. sMEeLLIE's CASES, 
vol. 2. no. 1. cafe 1. with a reference to table 
9. is the caſe of a woman who was delivered of 
2 dead child, about whoſe neck the funts was 
four times circumvoluted. | 


CASE 17. of the ſame collection, exhibits an 
inſtance of the head's being retracted by the cir- 
cumvolutions of the funts round the neck of the 
child. Several poſtures were adapted for the 
woman's delivery, but that between fitting and 


lying 


11 


lying was found to be the moſt commodioug. 


74 
5a.” 


The fingers were introduced into the redum, and 
thereby the head prevented from being | drawn 
up again after a pain; by which means it ad- 
vanced farther and farther, and its delivery was 
aſſiſted by raiſing the forehead upwards with an 
half round turn from the lower part of the os 
externum. — The hint of aſſiſting in this manner 
was taken from oul p's treatiſe, publiſhed in the 


year 1742. 


MR. ALEXANDER - HAMtLTON, in his elements 
of the practice of Mipwirtry, affirms, ©* the 
Funis to be ſometimes faulty from its too 
great length, or the contrary”. Thus he 
ſays, © the extraordinary length, by forming 
circumvolutions round the child's neck or body, 
ſometimes proves the cauſe of protraQing the 
labour; but as this can only happen when the 
chord is of an uncommon length, there is ge- 


nerally enough left to admit of the exit of the 
child with ſafety”: and contradictory to the 
above practice received from our p's treatiſe, he 

| ” | further 
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ſurther obſerves, that the practice of intro- 
ducing a finger I Ano, to preſs back the coc- 
cx, or to prevent the head, when it advances, 


from being retracted by circumvolutions of the 


chord, is now entirely laid aſide; an expedient”, 


which he affirms, can anſwer no end but that 


of fretting and bruiſing the parts of the mother, 


and injuring thoſe of the child”, 


m a treatiſe on the improvement of my 
wIFERY, by mr. EDMUND CHAPMAN, We find, 
that when the child is born as far as his 
ſhoulders, and the navel firing appears to be 
twice twiſted round its neck, he orders a woman 
to paſs the ſciſſars (carefully avoiding any hurt 
to the child) under one of the 1xyoLuTIONs, and 
cut the STRING, not ſulfering the child to ade. 


vance any farther before this be done. 


WHEREAS, mr. HAMILTON affirms © it to be 
time enough, in general, aſter the child is born, 
to ſlip the nooſe over the ſhoulder or head“; 


and ſays, * there is ſeldom occaſian to divide 


the 


ts 1 
the chord in the” birth, a practice that may be 
attended with trouble and hazard. 


Tas late dr. BURTON, of vokk, in his eſſay on 
MIDWIFERY, relates two caſes, where the umbilical 
chord hindered the birth of the child, by being 
ſo long, that it was near three times wrapped or 
twiſted round the child's neck. In the firſt caſe 
the child was born dead, and in the ſecond alive. 
He alſo ſhews, p. 177, another, in which, upon 
endeavouring to deliver footling, he found the- 
umbilical chord twice twiſted round the child's 
body; that it was very ſtrong, and went betwixt 
the child's thighs: as it impeded his endeavours, 
and prevented the child from advancing in its 
delivery, he thought it neceſlary to rupture the. 
chord, and the child was born immediately. 


THE celebrated ruvscH, p. 36, of his practi- 
cal obſervations in sURGeERyY and MIDWIFERY, 
ſpeaks of a fetus, killed by a wonderful contor- 
tion of the funiculus umbilicalis, and thinks 


this diſeaſe proceeded from a more frequent turn- 


* ine 


Oo 


11 


ing round of the fetus in utero; and, that this 


was the cauſe of its death, by intercepting en- 
tirely the circulation of the blood through the 
vaſcular rope. 
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THERE are ſome remarks on this ſubject (the 
twiſting of the ckord about the neck of the fatus) 
to be met with in different parts of LEVAEr; and 
I find that he likewiſe quotes La MO TE, book ii. 
chap. g. 


— - 
- —— WR. 
—ä 1 AW 2 ater 


x HAVE ſince met with ſeveral lingering labours, 
where there has been no unuſual ſtraitneſs, or 
any kind of impediment to be diſcovered in the 
pelvis, and the efforts of the women have been 

very powerful, yet ineffectual, occaſioned by the 
neck being entangled in the ſuns. 


CASE 


V 


Ix the month of avcusr, 1761, I was ſent 
for at the deſire of a midwife, to aſſiſt a woman 
whoſe efforts of labour Had been ineffectually 
violent for the laſt ten hours, The waters had 
broke ſoon after the beginning of the labour, and 
continued draining off in great quantities. The 
os tince was widely dilated, the woman's ſtrength 
and ſpirits were pretty good, and the head of the 
child was below the brim of the pelvis, advan- 
cing when the pain came on, and receding as it 
went off. The midwife had treated her with 
much care and tenderneſs ; but as ſhe had been 
long confined to lying on her left fide, I defired 
her poſture might be altered, and that ſhe would 


turn to the oppoſite one, in which ſituation ſhe 


was ſoon delivered, when the fſunis umbili- 
D | calis 
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1 
ealis appeared uncommonly ſhort, and was 
turned once round the neck, which had doubt- 
leſs been the principal impediment to the birth. 
Vie LAMOTTE, Chap. 22. & chap. g. obſerv. 
119, 120, & 121. 


zv practical obſervation, we ſhall find, I be- 


lieve, that the ſhortneſs of the funts umbilicalis is 


much ſeldomer the cauſe of the head's retrac- 


tion, betwixt each pain, than the circumvolu- 


tions of it about the neck; and, that when it 


does occur, the placenta is generally in more dan- 
ger of being detached from the uterus, than in 
the other caſe. 


+ 


CASE IV. 


Ix the beginning of the year 1762, I was 
deſired to viſit a woman who had undergone a 
lingering labour of five days and nights, and 
been attended by a midwife. It was about five 
o'clock in the evening, of the 2d of SEPTEM= 
In, when I came to this patient I found the 
os tincæ greatly dilated, and the cranium preſent- 
ing naturally with the vertex, but drawing back 
after the pains, which were but trifling, and 
ſeldom recurred. In this ſtate I gave her an 
opiate, deſired ſhe might be kept quiet, and that 
I might be again ſent for when the pains grew 
ſtronger, which was not till the evening of the 


next day, when I received another call, and had 


ſcarcely been in the room twenty minutes before 
ſhe was delivered by the natural efforts of a 


Da line 
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fine live child; the cireumference of whoſe ſunis 
was but little leſs than two inches, and the 
length not quite ten. 


MAURICEAU, obſ. 406, gives an inſlance 
of his having delivered a woman of her firſt | 
child, whoſe naval ſtring was extremely ſhort 
and as thick as its arm. The child had been 
dead ſeveral days before delivery, Several like 
caſes are given by the ſame author, obſ. 401. 
349. 612. 640. 662, 687, Hir pAxus obſ. chi- 
rurg. cent, 2. & obſ. 30. Vide AMO Es obſ. 


229. 


DR. BURTON, p. 144. mentions a remarkable 
caſe, in which the labour was retarded by the 


ſhortneſs of the umbilical chord, which he reached 


and ruptured to facilitate the delivery; and 
which he ſays was not above ten inches long, 
and of twice the thickneſs of his thumb, very 
hard in ſome places, and knotty, as it is com- 
monly called, He alſo met with two other caſes 
Gmilar to this, in both which the chords were 
as ſhort, but ſmaller, | 

. | CASE 


CASE V. 


Ox the 24th of MA RR, 1762, my aſſiſ- 
tance was ſought in regard to the placenta of a 
young woman, who had four hours before, with- 
out any extraordinary trouble, been delivered of 
a fine male child by a man-midwife, who, upon 
my coming into the chamber appeared much 
ruffled and uneaſy, averring, that his {kill 
had been called in queſtion, and his praQice 
much cenſured by the attendants, becauſe he 
had not been able to deliyer the placenta; I ſym- 
pathized with him upon his ſituation, and begged 
we might uſe our joint endeayours to ſerve 
the patient : he had made many eſſays by pulling 
and gently waving the ſtring, but to no purpoſe, 
and had once, he ſaid, introduced his hand 
into the waging, with a defign to open the 
uterus 


5 I 22 Ml 

# ulerus and detach the placenta from its adheſion, 

9 but his proceeding was prevented by the cries of 
4 the woman. The women became very preſſing 
a that I ſhould deliver the after-birth ; but, for 
1 my own part, as the woman did not flood, I ſaw 
1 much leſs damage in its retention, than in paſ- 
| ſing up the hand for its extraction; but, however, 
9 : in compliance with the requeſt of the by-ſtanders, 
4 ; I had the woman placed on her back, and with 
"0 the utmoſt gentleneſs paſſed my hand, ſuffici- 
: ' ently lubricated through the vagina into the ute- 
a rus, where finding the cake looſe and diſengaged, 
x I ſlipped my fingers behind it, and graſping it 
N firmly with much caution, extracted it whole and 
entire, and no diſagreeable ſymptoms following, 

bl the woman did very well. Upon examining the 

1 unis and placenta, the former appeared to have 

| Yi been inſerted in the very center of the latter ; 

1 8 from whence, probably, might ariſe its unuſual 

1 1 - IN retention ; at leaſt, I haye no leſs an authority, 
| than kursch's, ta ſuppoſe it was ſo, as he has 

# publiſhed a very curious caſe of the extraction 

I 5 of the placenta, being impeded by a particular 


inſertion 


[ 99]. 

inſertion of it into the placenta; in which he 
obſerves, that no writer has made mention of 
the cEnNTRAL inſertion of the ſuniculus into the 
placenta, which is one of the chief objects to its 
eaſy extraction; for when the funiculus is inſerted 
exactly into the center of the placenta, it gene- 
rally ſeparates from it with difficulty, in fo 
much, that midwives are frequently obliged to 
wound ſuch a placenta with their fore finger, in 
order to make it ſeperate; whereas, if the funt- 
culus was inſerted either to one fide or the 
other, the placenta would eaſily follow the fetus : 
the reaſon of this is, the ſame as that of a round 
Piece of leather, formed into a ſucker, with a 
ſtring in the center of it; for when that piece 
of leather is wetted and applied to a heavy ſtone, 
it will eaſily lift up a ſtone from the earth with- 
out being pulled off ; but if the ſtring is faſtened 
to one ſide of the leather it will not be capable 
of producing that effect. 


CASE 


Oi 8. „WI. 


A. C. Aged twenty-ſeven, during the latter 
months of geſtation with her fiſth child, com- 
plained of very great pains, inſomuch that ſhe 
could neither fit, lie, or ſtand, without particular 
uneaſineſs ; bleeding was uſed, and opiates fre- 
quently referred to, but neither eaſed her long 
together: by undergoing ſuch weariſome and 
almoſt inceſſant pains her ſtrength was much di- 
miniſhed, and ſhe ſuffered great anxiety of mind. 
In the morning of the 14th of avevsr, 1762. 
ſhe had pains which were taken for thoſe of la- 
bour; in conſequence whereof I was called, 
and upon examination could not- diſcover the os 
tince, a circumſtance, which having never met 
with before, ſurprized me very much. : I re- 

| E 0 queſted 
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queſted ſhe might alter her poſture, and ſuffer 


me to touch her again ; but being averſe to either, 


and very fretful, I left her, after exhibiting an * 


opiate, and aſſuring her that I would wait on 
her again as ſoon as ſent for. She doſed 
through moſt part of the day, and in the even- 
ing, being much. refreſhed, walked about, and 
ſeemed eaſier than ſhe had been for many 
days before. The following night ſhe was 
again taken with pains; and even now, 
upon ſearching, I was not able to find the os 
tince, and therefore ſtill remained ignorant of 
the true- ſtate of the labour—ſhe was very pee- 
viſh and low-ſpirited; and whenever the pains 
recurred, complained of an uncommon puſhing 
againſt her fides, which gave me the idea of a 
enoss BIKTH, and made me extremely anxious to 
diſcover the ſituation of the os tince and pre ſen- 
tation of the fetus. After waiting ſome time I 
obtained leave to touch her, when taking advan- 
tage of her permiſhon, I gradually paſſed my 
whole hand, lubricated with axungia, up the va- 
gina, and with my fore finger ſearched for, and 
| diſco- 


149 J. | 
diſcovered the os tince to the left ſide, very high 
up and open to a great breadth : on preſſing my 
fingers in a conical form, I gently proceeded 
through it and felt ſomething ſoft, chich 
I then imagined to be the pvrEEcH of the 
child; but as I was not certain, my hand 
being much cramped, and the patient terrified, 
I was obliged to defer all further ſearch for the 
| preſent, and withdrew Fe” declaring in pri- 
vate to the aſſiſtants that the child did not pre- 
ſent right, and that the labour would be at- 
tended with ſome difficulty. The pains follow- 
ing pretty quick and faſt; I touched her again, 
paſſed my hand as before, and found the belly 
of the child diſtinguiſhable by the inſertion of 
the funis at the navel. As ſhe was placed on 
her right fade upon the bed, I went up gently for 
the feet, which were | cloſe together doubled 
over the breaſt, and taking hold of them with 
my hand, with great care and circumſpection 
brought them down into the vagina, and deli- 
vered them: the patient was then turned and 


placed on her back, and her hips being elevated 
E 2 higher 


(8 ] 
higher than her head, with her legs hanging 
down, and ſupported by aſſiſtants — 1 ſeated 
myſelf in a low chair betwixt them; and, taking 
hold of the legs, delivered to the breech, when 
paſſing up my finger 1 found the belly of the 
child to the back of its mother, and immedi- 
ately delivered to the ſhoulders ; then introdu- 
cing my fore finger between the child's ſhoulder 
and the pubis of the woman, and flipping it 
down to the right arm, with a half-round turn 
delivered it; in the ſame manner I gained the 
left arm; then hooking the neck with the two 
firſt fingers of my right hand, and fliding the 
whole of my left up to the child's face, 
by gently pulling and waving both hands 
at the ſame time from fide to fide, with little 
difficulty I delivered the head. The child was 
alive and unhurt; but by way of caution I ſuſ- 
fered it to bleed from the funis, to the quantity 
of a tea cup full, and directed its being bathed 
with warm milk and water beſoie it was dreſſed. 


DI1ON18S 


1 1 

pros remarks, that when the child preſents 
with the belly or breaſt foremoſt, the two ſitua- 
tions are much the ſame, and equally dangerous. 


for THE NAVEL STRING IN BOTH, NEVER FAILS ro 
cout ForTH; and the back bone, which can by 
no means be bent backwards, is ſo preſs'd that 
the child is rack'd with pain, and muſt needs 
die, if it is not ſpeedily relieved. 


MR. PUGH, page 102, chap. 18, ſpeaking of 
children lying acroſs in the womb, and preſenting 
with the belly or breaſt, remarks, that * a child 
cannot well preſent in a more dangerous poſture 
than this, for the vertebræ are bent backwards, 
in ſuch a manner, that the feet and back of the 
head meet together at the bottom of the womb; 
in which caſe, by the force of the pains, the 


verlebræ are in danger of being ſtrained to a great 


degree: in this kind of labour, the mouth of 
the womb ſeldom dilates much, notwithſtanding 
the ſtrongeſt pains; the reaſon is very plain, be- 
cauſe, in this poſture, the parts cannot come ſo 
low to preſs upon it: whereas, in any other 


ſituation, 
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ſituation, the part near the orifice will preſs more 


or leſs, in ſome meaſure, to cauſe dilatation”. 
And in all the different ſpecies of preternatural 
parturition, there is no poſture, I believe, in 
which the child is more expoſed to danger. 


- DR, JOHNSON. affirms it to be the worſt poſi- 
tion that can happen to the child, eſpecially if it 
is bended backwards till the occiput and head 
come nearly together, the ſpine being thereby 
not only moſt unnaturally ſtrained, but the viſ- 
cera of the whole trunk alſo. Vide PORTAL'S 
obſerv. 13, p. 39. MAURICEAU, p. 210. DA- 
VENTER, p. 182. and LAMOTTE, chap. 29. obſ. 


280. 


THERE are inſtances of preſentations of the 
belly of the child, in almoſt every other author 
who has wrote on the ſubje@ of MiDwirery; in 
the generality of which, the ſunis is ſaid to have 
more or leſs prolapſed into the vagina, and in 
ſome caſes even beyond the os externum ; but in 
the above cafe it did not N in the leaſt 


before the delivery. 
CASES 
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CASES VII. and VIII. 
COMMUNICATED j 

INLET TERS rv nm E 

DR. COLIN MACKENZIE. 


% MALLING, SEPTEMBER 25, 1762. 


« DEAR SIR, 


” I: may probably give you ſome 
* ſatisfaQtion to hear of my ſucceſs in the TWIN 


„sR Of ELEANOR EMMERSON, a poor travelling 


« woman, to whoſe aſſiſtance I was called by Ec 


** neighbour, who had found her in labour in a 
* barn near this place. She informed me that ſhe 
had borne ſeveral children, but never been ſo 
big with any one as ſhe was now: that ſhe had 
felt motions in different parts of her belly, 

| RF OI frequently 
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„„ 
frequently had ſmall pains, and was exceedingly 


« weak and low for want of nouriſhment, of which 


® ſhe had taſted no kind for the laſt twelve hours; 


I touched her as ſhe lay upon her fide, and found 
the os tincæ high up and very little dilated. As 
e ſhe was wretchedly poor, and in a moſt low and 


« dejeted condition, my farſt ſtep was to procure 


her ſome warm caudle and a few neceſlaries, 


« which the exigency of her caſe ſeemed to require 
at the hand of humanity. She took plentifully of 
« broth and caudle between the pains, which in 
about an hour after my ſecond viſit became very 
« ſharp and ſtrong, and the membranes unexpect- 
* edly breaking, I ſearched and found the os tincæ 
85 conſiderably dilated, and a BrEEcn preſentation, 
« which I ſubmitted to nature till the child was ad- 


vanced as far as the thorax, when J gently laid 


= hold of the feet and brought them down, and the 


child being very ſmall the other parts followed 


* without difficulty. After waiting fome time for 


the placenta, and the pains continuing nearly as 


« ſtrong as before the child was born, I entertained 


© ſome ſuſpicion of another child, and applying 


«6 my 


33 |] 
* my hand externally on the abdomen tee d 
« a tumor much too large for the uterus only; | 
« after tying the ſunis, and paſſing my hand thro' 
the vagina, I diſcovered the face of a ſecond 
child below the brim of the pelvis. I acquainted 
« the woman there was another child, and encoy- 
* raged her to make the moſt of her pains, 
* which ſhe did for near an hour and three 
quarters, when finding the head pretty low down, 
and perceiving her extremely faint, much fa- 
EE tigued, and beginning to flood, without the 
* leaſt heſitation I had recourſe to the forceps, 
„by which means ſhe was ſafely delivered of the 
remaining child. The flacentas, by gently 
* pulling at both chords, eaſily ſeparated from 
the uterus, and were delivered without any 
« trouble in a few minutes after the birth of the 
« ſecond child: they adhered ſo cloſely together, 
* as to appear almoſt one compact body, with 
* two diſtin chords, one of which was bifurcated 
to the length of two inches and three quarters 


next to its inſertion in the placenta, As I 


formed an idea of the ſituation of the fer in $ 
F „ utero, 


34! 
« utero, 1 have taken the liberty to offer you a 
* delineation of the ſame; as it is my firſt eſſay 
ein this way, its incorrectneſs will, I hope, ap- 


« pear venial. | | 


J am, Xc.“ 


THE ANSWER. 
wy: DEAR SIR, 


5 ke T HE caſe was very curious and 
i extraordinary indeed, and the delineation inge- 
% nious enough. I ſhall be much obliged to 
« you, if you will inform me how long the waters 
* broke before the birth of the firſt child, to 


„hat part the ears of the ſecond child were, 


„how high up, &c. It will always be a pleaſure 


„ to me to hear of your ſucceſs, and prove 
« myſelf, &c.“ 


. 8. 


[ 35 ] 

„P. 8. It were pity you did not preſerve 
© the bifurcated funis, as it was a moſt extra- 
ordinary appearance, and what I never yet 
* met with: in uſing the forceps I have not a 
* doubt of your care; but you will do well to 
a remember the rules for their application, which 
*« are laid down by SMELLIE; and are truly the 
« moſt valuable parts of his book.” | 


© DEAR SIR, 


5 Acarrar to your requeſt, 
« I inform you, that the waters were evacuated 
„ about. half an hour before the birth of «the 
*« firſt child. I need not again mention the 
„means of my diſcovering the ſecond; the face 
of which preſented below the brim of the pel- 
vis, with one ear to the pubes, and the other 
« to the ſacrum ; when finding matters as deſcri- 
bed in my former letter, I cauſed the woman 
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to be placed upon her back, with her hips 
t© ſomething higher than her head, fixed the for- 
© Cceps, and waiting for a pain, puſhed the head 
% up and turned the face into the hollow of the 
% ſacrum, and by gently pulling it half round 
© upwards, delivered it without the leaſt injury 
to the os externum or perineum. 1 have-deſcri- 
„ bed the caſe as circumſtantially as it is in my 
„power to recollect; and ſhall, in ſuture, ob- 
« ſerve the direQions you gave me, when under 
„your pupillage, of keeping a journal of my 


„practice in MIDWIFERY, The woman and chil- 


* dren are at preſent very hearty. — Since this 
** TWIN CASE, on the twentieth inſtant, I deli- 
„ vered a woman, who had been in labour 
three days before I was ſent to, and whom 1 
found flooding very faſt; the pains were much 
„ weaker than they had been, the os tint@ was 
+ ſufhciently dilated, and the membranes puſhed 

„ down, and felt very rigid, which induced me | 
to rupture them: when the child's head, which 
„ had before continued higher than the brim of 


* the pelvis immediately fell down to the os exter- 


. num, 


[037] 
num, and was eaſily delivered by the next flight. 


pain; the placenta ſoon followed, without any 
« difficulty, and the flooding was ſtopped by 
© the contraction of the wteruss This is the 
„fourth day ſince her delivery, and her child 


„and ſelf continue in a fair way of recovery. 


eee 


* 


rut dodoor in his reply to this ſecond letter, 
entirely approved of the manner in which I bad 


proceeded, 


ox conſulting our beſt writers on MMD WI ERV, I 
find that CHAPMAN, page 110. ſpeaks of two wo- 
men whom he delivered of Twins: and in p. 136. 
of a woman who had ſpurious pains, which were 
put off for the ſpace of eight days, when ſhe 
was happily delivered of Twixs: again, p. 164. 
of a woman delivered of Twins; the firſt pre- 


ſenting 


38 ] 
ſenting with the head, and bearing upon the os 
pubis, was extracted by turning: alſo, p. 167. of 
a woman delivered of female Twins, the firſt of 
which was brought away by the forceps: and 
p. 168. of a TWIN CASE, in which he delivered 
a gentlewoman of her ſecond child which had 
been long dead, the other child was born near 
two days before; the ſunis, with a hand and 
foot offered, and he delivered footling. 


GIFFARD, p. 205. mentions he delivery of 
TWINS, the firſt ſticking at the head, which was 
protruded into the vagina, and could paſs no 
farther; and the ſecond was delivered by. the 
feet: and in p. 264. a delivery of Twins, one of 
which preſented with a hand before the head: 
- allo, p. 306. a delivery of rwius, one born 
before he got to the patient, and the other pre- 
ſenting with one foot: likewiſe, P- 332. a delivery 
of Twins, one came with the head foremoſt but 
ſtuck in the paſſage, the other preſented a hand: 
allo, p. 361. a delivery of Ins, about ſeven 
months old: and in p. 37 f. a delivery of TwiNs, a 


girl 


1 39 
girl and boy; the girl was delivered by a natural 
birth twenty-four hours before the boy, who pre- 
ſented with one hand and one foot : alſo, p. 384. 
a TWIN CASE, where the firſt child was delivered 


with the labour pains, and the ſecond with the 


forceps: alſo, p. 383. Twins, the firſt child 
preſented with the ſontanelle; but the membranes 
of the ſecond were puſhed down before the mem- 
branes of the firſt: alſo, p. 386. both. children 
preſented in a natural way, the firſt child delivered 


with the labour pains, the ſecond turned and 
brought footling : alſo, p. 388. two children pre- 
ſented together, one with the head, and the 
other with the feet: alſo, p. 389. both children 
| preſented with the breech, and were cach deli- 
vered by the labour pains: alſo, p. $ggo- the 
firſt child preſented with the arm, the ſecond 
with the head, which were both brought foot- 
ling: alſo, p. 392. both children preſented wrong 
and were brought footling: and, p. 403. the 
ſame celebrated author mentions a delivery of 
TWINS, Which occurred to him, where the firſt 
preſented with the head, the ſecond was incloſed 


in 


py — „„ —— — 2 2 


4 


in its membranes and lay high up in the uterus. 


| Vide LamorTTE, chap. 2g. obſerv. 168, 169, 


170, 171. alſo, chap. 36. obſerv. 296. 


DR. BURTON, obſerv. 3. preſents us with a 
TWIN CASE, where the mother had been delivered 
of one child nine hours before he got to her, 


when he ſoon delivered her of a ſecond. 


A CASE is given by roRTAL, obſerv. 8. of the 


delivery of Twins, one having its right thigh 


croſs the left, and the other its feet ſtrait, both 
of which he delivered ſootling: alſo, oblerv. g. 
he deſcribes another caſe concerning the delivery | 
of Twins; wherein both children were delivered 
in like manner as before: obſerv. 40. we find a 
third delivery of Twins, one of them in 3 natu- 
ral, and the other in an unnatural poſition: alſo, 


obſerv. 70. the ſame author relates the caſe of a 


lady who had Twins, one preſenting with the 


nates, and the other with one eye foremoſt; tne 
firſt he delivered footling, and the ſecond was 
delivered by the natural efforts: and obſerv. 74. 


he 


I 41, ] wy 
he imparts the caſe of 1— woman big 
with Twins, one of which came to its perfec- 
tion, preſented with the nates, and was delivered 
footling ; and the other piece meals, with his 
hand, it being putrified in its membranes, and 
ſuppoſed to have died between the fourth and 


fifth month. 


DR, Ex rod has inſerted a TWIN CASE, p. 84. 
wherein he was ſent for to deliver a poor woman 
of a ſecond child, which he found preſenting 
with the arm, the cuticle of which giving way to 
the touch, and coming off on his finger, he con- 
cluded the child to be dead; and returning the 
arm, delivered it footling. 


I collection 37. vol. 3. of dr. SMELLIE's MID=- 
WIFERY CASES, he ſpeaks of a TWIN CASE, where 
the firſt child preſented with the fontanel, but the 
membranes of the ſecond were puſhed down before | 
the membranes of the firſt; both children pre- 
ſented with the head: and likewiſe of another 
caſe, where the child was delivered with the 

G »labour 


| L 42 J 
labour pains; and the ſecond, being larger, with 
the forceps: he alſo mentions a third caſe, 
where both children preſented; in the natural 
way; the firſt delivered with the labour pains, 

the ſecond. turned and brought footling: ano- 
ther, where two children preſented together, 
one with the head, and the other with the feet: 
another, where both children preſented with the 
breech, and were each delivered by the labour 


pains: another, where the firſt child preſented 
with the arm, the ſecond with the head; both 
brought footling: and a ſeventh caſe, where. 
boch children preſented wrong, and were brought 


footling. 


1 THE rigidity of the membranes, as in my laſt 
n | mentioned caſe, will ſometimes be found to c- 
4 1 caſion a tedious labour; yet much precaution is 
oF | neceſſary, and the head of the child ſhould be 


| _ ſufficiently low before we venture to rupture 


them; for, in the courſe of my practice, I have 
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more than once experienced many inconvenien- 
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cies ariſing from the officious dexterity of the 


woman 
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woman practitioner, in procuring a premature 


diſcharge of the waters. 


IN tedious labours, from the rigidity of the 
membranes, when puſhed down, or not, with 


the waters, ſee SMELLLE, vol. ii. collect. 15. 
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Ox the 29th of pecemBER, 1762. I was ſent 
for to a woman, the wife of a gentleman's coach- 
man, at MEREWORTH, in this county, who had 
been delivered of one child early in the morning 
of the twenty-third day of the ſame month, and 
been pretty free from pains from the time of her 
delivery, till within a few hours of my being 
called—as the placenta of the firſt child came 
away without difficulty in the uſual time, no 
remaining child was ſuſpected by the midwife. 
J laid my hand upon the woman's abdomen, and 
plainly perceived a ſize and hardneſs thereof, 
which confirmed me in the opinion of a ſecond 


child. I ſearched her in time of a pain, and 
found 


N 


[ 46 ] 
found the membranes broke, the vertex pre- 
ſenting, and the pains ſo very ſtrong, that the 
child was delivered by their efforts ys in half 


an hour after I entered the room. 


IN the memoirs of the academy at rants, 1727, 
page 15. 20, 21. is an account of two children 


delivered eight days after one another. 


rute continuance of labour pains, after the 
birth of one child, is generally ſuppoſed to indi- 
cate a ſecond; but by the above caſe, that crite- 
rion is found to be very uncertain. As this woman 
had an intervention, of alinoſt fix days, before 
there was any material recurrence of pains. The 
ſureſt and moſt infallible determinations in fuch 
caſes, I ſhould ſuppoſe, is the application of the 
hand externally on the abdomen ; or, the finger and 
hand, if neceſſary, introduced into the uterus. 
This rule, however, is not always infallible ; for 
a very judicious practitioner (mr. JOHN A1KIN) in 
the CD INBURGH med, comm. vol. ii. relates the 


hiſtory of a caſe, in which he himſelf miſtco's a 


tumour 


47 J 
tumour in the abdomen for a ſecond child. This 


tumour ſoon after ſpontaneouſly diſappeared. A 


ſimilar caſe, we are told, occurred, ſeveral years 


ago, to an accoucheur, of eminent {kill and ex- 


perience at WARRINGTON, 
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in A LETTER ro THR LATE 


DR. COLIN MACKENZIE. 


« 10 brcbnbün, 1762. 


©** DEAR SIR, 


Ex yeſterday morning I was 
« applied to ſor aſſiſtance, in a cafe, where the 
„wife of a tradeſman, in this neighbourhood, 
* had been in labour four days and nights, and 
« yas the whole time attended by a woman mid- 
„ wife, who acquainted me, that” * the waters 
had broke and gone off two days before; and, 
* that the child, which was before out of reach, 


had then come very low down, and offered, 
H * ſhe 


” 


FW 1 

« ſhe believed. with its face for the world, as ſhe 
could diſtinctly feel its mouth with her finger. 
The patient was in better ſpirits, than from the 
length of her labour might have been expected. 
She had a pain—I touch'd her, and was ſure 
of a BrREECH preſentation, both by the feel, 
and the meconzum which followed the ſearch, 
and tinged my finger. The pains were ſtrong 
„and powerful, and in about two = 
vered the child as far as the thorax, when I 
carefully brought down the feet; with little 
difficulty eſſected the mechanical turns to be 
* obſerved in footling caſes, and delivered the 
* woman; but was ſurprized to find the placenta 
and child come together; it was very languid, 
« and breathed weakly, which induced me not 
to divide the ſunis, but to place the placenta in 
* a baſon of warm water to promote the circula- 
20 tion, till the child ſhould gather ſtrength; 
6 which anſwered to my wiſhes; and, in about 
„ an hour after its birth 1 ſeparated the funts, 
and the child is at preſent likely to ſurvive. 


IJ am, with much eſteem, &c." 


THE 


5 A 


„% DEAR SIR, . 


« Y ov did right in leaving the 
« delivery to nature, whoſe efforts, in ſuch caſes, | 
are generally deciſive, and ſhould be ſubmitted 
„ to—a child is always leſs expoſed to ſuffer 
4 when it advances naturally; but ſhould dan- 
*« gerous ſymptoms, ſuch as convulſions, flood- 
"« ings, &c. enſue, it may be neceſſary to expe- 
dite the delivery. I chink, tis MAURICEAU 
« who inculcates a like doctrine. The attention 
„you gave the child deſerves commendation q 
and believe me, ; 


66 Very reſpectfully, &c.“ 


CHAPMAN, 


E 30 

CHAPMAN, p. 171. relates the delivery of two 
women, in whom the nates offered, one was a 
{mall child, and far advanced; he flipped his fin- 
gers into the groin, and by aſſiſting in the pains, 
which were quick and ſtrong, delivered her at the 
chird pain; the other child, which was larger, 
and not ſo far advanced, after placing the wo- 
man in a proper poſture, he delivered footling. 


THE following caſes are from G1erarD, p. 14. 
he gives one of the nates preſenting; in which after 
waiting a conſiderable time, and not being able 
to aſcend far enough with his fingers to be of ſer- 
vice, he paſſed a blunt hook over the upper part 
of the thigh, and after ſeveral eſſays, drew it out 
to the hips; when getting out both legs, he pro- 
ceeded to the full delivery: page 100. he has 
another caſe, where the left buttock preſented ; 
and not being able, with the fore finger of each 
hand, placed on each fide of the thigh near the 
groin, to draw out the feet, he ſucceeded by put- 
ting a (oft ſtring over the end of his finger, and 
getting that up on one fide over the thigh, and a 


finger 


1 


finger on the other ſide, he drew che ſtring out, 
and fixing it cloſe up to the hips and groin, he 
took hold of the ends that hung out, and advi- 
fing the woman at the ſame time to preſs ſtrongly 
down ; by this method he extracted the hips and 
legs: page 224. the ſame author deſcribes a de- 
livery, in which the child preſented with the 
nates, and was delivered footling: p. 392. he 
alſo gives a caſe of a nates preſentation, where he 
paſſed his fore finger into the child's groin, and 
there bending it, he endeavoured to bring the 
hip downwards; by which method, and the 
woman's forcing down, he found that the child 
advanced, and after three or ſour pains brought 
out both buttocks, and then extricated the legs 
and thighs: and p. 303. he ſpeaks of two deli- 
veries, where each child preſented with the but- 
tocks, the funis wmbilicalis of the firſt child be- 
ing ſlipped down into the vagina—as he found it 
impoſſible to return the unis, he thought it re- 
quiſite to haſten the delivery; he paſſed up one 
| finger over the upper part of the thigh into the 
groin, and there bending it, endeavoured to draw 


the 


( 34 ] 
the hip outwards, at the ſame time adviſing the 
woman to aſſiſt by bearing ſtrongly down; by 
this method he found the hip to advance, fo that 
he was able to paſs the fore finger of his other 


hand up on the oppoſite ſide, and taking care 


not to diſlocate the hip, or break the thigh bone, 
ſoon brought out one buttock, diſengaged the 


other, drew the body forwards to the ſhoulder, 
and delivered the head as uſual. | 


vg. PUGH ſpeaking of the preſentation of the 
nates, obſerves, *© that if you cannot ſucceed in 
the delivery with your hand, it is the opinion of 
ſome authors, that you muſt introduce blunt 
hooks inſtead of your fingers; which method he 
very judiciouſly reprobates as a practice capable 
of doing much miſchief; having been ſo happy 
as to meet with no labour of this kind, but 
where he ſucceeded with his hands.” Vide 1A 


MOTTE, obſ. 281, & 282. and PORTAL, ob, 1. 


& 11. 


1 33 1 
DR, -BURTON has given a caſe, where he was 
ſent for to a perſon, who they ſaid had got a 
very hard ſwelling at the pit of her ſtomach, 
and could not lie down. At his arrival, be 


found the child's head (the woman being within 


a month of her reckoning) as high as the pro- | 


ceſſus enſiſormis, projecting very much outwards, 
The woman vomited frequently, eſpecially if ſhe 
eat any thing ſolid, although no bigger than a | 
walnut; wherefore he ordered her to take no kind 
of food but ſpoon meats, and a gentle opiate for 
two or three nights; after which ſhe continued 
to the end of her term, having only now and 
then a flight puking, or provocation to vomit ; 
he told her friends that as the child's head was 
ſo high up, and ſo ſtrongly compreſs'd, he did 
imagine the woman would have a preternatural 
labour, becauſe there was not room for the child 
to turn with its head downwards ; which accord- 
ingly happened as he had prognoſticated : when 
he was ſent for to deliver her, the child preſen- 
ted with its buttocks; he ſoon got the feet, and 
brought forth a luſty living child. 


— - - 
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war follows is from SMELLIE, vol. 5. p. 73. 
he mentions a caſe where the nates preſented, and 
he effected the delivery with much difficulty 
with his hands only: p. 75. of the ſame volume, 
he deſcribes another caſe wherein the breech pre- 
ſented, and the head was delivered according to 
DAVENTER's method: p. 77. we meet with a 
breech caſe from dr. TATyuwELL, of sTramroRD, 
in which the child was dead, and delivered foot- 
ling by the hands: p. 78. the breech preſenting . 
the thighs to the iſchium low down and turned to 
the pubis; the child extradted by the hands: 
p. 80. the breech preſenting, and the thighs to 
the pubis; the delivery effected by the hands: 
p. 84. a caſe of the breech preſenting, and the 
delivery affiſted with the curve at the handle of 
the blunt hook, and a fillet or limber garter: 


p- 88. the breech preſenting at the brim of the 


belvis, and the thighs to the left fide; delivered 
with the hands: p. 89. the breech preſenting at 
the brim of the pelvis; the child large, and the 
thighs to the pubis; the patient troubled with 
floodings; paventEr's method tried in vain; 


and 


P 


[81 


and a ſucceſsful attempt to deliver with the hand : 
p. 91. the breech preſented the thighs to the 
ſacrum, and the pelvis diſtorted ; delivered by 
the hands: p. 94. the breech preſenting, the F: 
pelvis narrow, and the thighs to the pubis; the 
| child brought down, and delivered by the hand: | 
p. 96. the breech preſented; the body and arms 
delivered by a midwife, and the head by the 
hands of the operator: p. 100. the body of a 
child delivered, and the forehead detained above 
the pubis, but delivered by the hands: p. 101.- 
the breech preſented, the child was delivered by 
the hand; a flooding came on aſter delivery, and 
the woman died: p. 102. the breech preſented ;- 
a flooding came on afier delivery ; the child de- 
livered with the hands, and the woman died : 
and 103. he has given another caſe, in a letter 


from mr. ark, here the breech preſented, and 
the delivery was effected by the hands. 


DRe ASTRUC ſays, as ſoon as it is certain 
that the breech preſents, the ſhorteſt and moſt 


certain way is to rupture the membranes, diſ- 


I charge 
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[ 38 ] 
charge the waters, return the child back, and 
deliver it by its feet. Some people, aſſert, chat 
if the breech of the child is fo iirdngly rivetted 
in the mouth of the womb and pelvis, that its 
reduction would be very difficult; a labour may 
be permitted to go on in this manner, and the 
child be delivered bent double, which appears 


to him, he ſays, always a very imprudent con- 


duct.“ 


wn the nates offer, it is ſometimes difficult 


* 
to diſlinguiſh them from the head, eſpecially 


whilſt they are high in the pelvis, the amnion 


tumour preceding them, and are deſcending a 
little before the other : but after the membranes 
are broke, and the nates are advanced near the 
middle of the pelvis, they are then known by the 


following marks: namely; they feel ſmooth and 


Þ Jeſhy ; their form is not ſo globular as that of 


the head; and when they are preſſed hard by 
the point of the finger, they are found to be 
very firm, and not ſo equal in their convexitics 


as thoſe of the bones of the [cull when they pre- 


ſent 


39 J 

ſent together; a ſulcus may be felt running acroſs 
the apex of that part which preſents: and as they 
deſcend lower, the external parts of generation be- 
come ſo much tumified by the compreſſion 
above, as to project conſiderably from this ſul- 
cus: nay, if it is a male, the ſcrotum is often | 
ſwelled very much, and looks livid for ſome 
days after the birth, but recovers its natural 
Nate in about a week; beſides the above ſymp- | 
toms, the child being compreſſed in this double 
poſition, as ſoon as the membranes break, the 
meconium iſſues forth ſometimes in very large 

quantities, When the pelvis is of an ordinary 
ſize and form, the natural efforts will commonly 
bring forth the child in this poſuion, without 
any remarkable difficulty, unleſs it be very large, 
or the orifice unuſually rigid; if ſo, the birth is 
extremely laborious, yet will be effected by the 
woman's endeavours. In ſome caſes I have 
brought down the feet; but in moſt caſes of this 
kind, which have occurred to me, the nates have 
been low in the- pelvis, before I could be cer- 
tain it was them ; that I haye thought it beſt to 


I 2 let 


[ 5% 
let the birth go on its on way, till the legs were 
fairly out of the os vagine; by allowing it to 
proceed thus, I have never known any harm be- 
fal mother or child; nevertheleſs, I own I had 
ſtill a notion of paſſing up the hand to bring 
down the feet, provided the orifices were open 


enough to admit of it, and the nates diſtinguiſhed 


before they were deſcended low into the pelvis. 


DR. JOHNSON tells us he had ſome talk with 
dr. HUNTER upon this ſubj ect; whole opinion it 
was, that it is much ſafer, both for the mother 
and the child, to let the child come double, than 
to bring down the feet; all the diſadvantage accru- 

f ing to the mother, from ſuch practice is, only a 
longer and harder labour; from which, how- 
ever, ſhe will recover as well as if it had been 
more eaſy; and ſhe is ſecured againſt all the 
misfortunes that might happen from unnatural 
violence of introducing a hand, and bringing 
down the feet: an operation, which cannot al- 
ways be done with perſect ſafety ; with regard to 
the child, he think this the only method of ſa- 


ving 


| a 

61 ] 
ving it, in this as well as a natural ſituation, the 
getting the head of the child to pals is the greateſt 
difficulty: the paſſage of the head, which comes 


| 


into the world firſt, may ſafely be der 
work of many hours; ſo, that the head gradu- 


ally lengthens and grows ſmaller in the ſame. 
proportion; but, in the other caſe, the head, 
the part of great difficulty, comes into the world 
laſt: and, when all but the head is born, the 
child is ſo circumſtanced, with reſpect to the na- 
vel ſtring, that if it remains any time in chat po- 
ſition, it will be certainly loſt: upon this ac- 
count, the operator is under a neceſſity of finiſh- 
ing that part of the delivery with ſome diſpatch: 
and, in order to facilitate this laſt part, it is 
better that all the parts ſhould have been pre- 
viouſly well opened by natural pains". Thus 
far dr. nunTER—and, with all due deference, I 
ſhall beg permiſſion to obſerve; if the pelvis be 
well formed, and the woman has had many chil- 
dren, it may be right to ſuffer the fetus to gra- 
dually deſcend with the labour pains, in the 


above- 


o 
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above-mentioned direction; but, in caſe of flood- 
ings and convulſions, or a narrow pelvis, there 
appears no impropriety, if called in time, to 
raiſe the breech above the ſymphyſis of the 
pubes, and expeditiouſly bring down the feet, 
A prolapſus of the ſunis, or the compreſſion of 
it, either between the thighs of the child, or 
between that and any part of the pelvis, by 
which the life of the child is brought into im- 
mediate danger, by the impoſſibility of reducing 
the chord above the part which preſents, will 


alſo ever be found an irreſiſtible objection to the 
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general rule, of conſidering the treatment of a 
breech preſentation in the ſame light as a natural 


labour. 
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Can 8 N XI. 


A YOUNG married lady, in the fourth 
month of pregnancy with her firſt child, in the 
year 176g. complained of pain and heat in 
making water; thirſt, fever, and loſs of appe- 
tite; her complexion became 'pale and ſickly ; 
ſhe had foetid diſcharges from the vagina, 
which tinged her linen of a greeniſh hue; the 
labia were ſwelled, hard and inflamed ; ſhe had 
excreſcences in the groin, and the nymphe were 
much enlarged. The inſection was too plain to 
be miſtaken ; beſides, the frank confeſſion of her 
partner, left no room to doubt of the complaint, 
or ſuppoſe it to have ariſen from the fluor albus; 
to which it had, a ſew days before I ſaw her, 
been imputed by a neighbouring apothecary, to 


whom 


t 
whom ſhe had applied. A ſortnight had elapſed 
a ſince the virus was received; her habit of body 
4 8 was good; her mind, though uneaſy, not extra- 
| ordinarily diſtreſſed; and her reſolution obligingly 
We formed to obey my advice and directions. I pro- 
ceeded to the cure, by taking nine ounces of 


blood from the arm, directing a flender regimen, 


and giving cooling aperients, to keep the body 
gently lax; at the ſame time adviſing the parts 
feed to be cleanſed with a ſpunge of warm 
milk and water, twice or thrice in a day; by 
Which means, the heat and inflammation, in a 
few days, were much abated: and every third 
night, at bed time, the patient took a pill, contain- 
ing three grains of calomel, two of ſcammony, two 
of camphire, and half a grain of opium, occaſion- 
ally, uſing aperients on che intermediate days. At 
che end of a month, the diſeaſe appeared ſo to- 
tally ſubdued, that ſhe had not one veſtige of 


it remaining; yet, as a neceſſary precaution, I 


r 


thought it adviſeable to give her ſix ounces 
of the decoction of ſarſaparilla, to be taken 


twice 
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twice a dav, for a inonth longer, when it 
was entirely left off ; and ſhe went her full 
time, without any further complaint, had an 
ealy natural labour, aud brought forth a fine 
healthy child. ; 


DR. GEORGE MACAULEY, in the 2d volume of 
medical obſervations and enquiries, has pub- 
liſhed the caſe of a pregnant woman, affected by 
the lues venerea, whom he relieved by virtue of 
a ſolution of the corroſive ſublimate; twenty 
grains had been diſſolved in a pint of raexnca 
brandy ; of which he gave her half a ſpoonful | 
at firſt every night only, and afterwards every 
- night, beſides uſing a lotion, diluted with four 
times its quantity of warm water, as a topical 
remedy for ſome venercal warts about the anus 
and perineum: he adds, ſhe was taken in labour 
at the end of ſeven months of a very ſmall 
child, whoſe ſkin was clear and free from ble- 
miſh: it was, he ſays, no unuſual thing to her 
to be thus prematurely delivered; as with her 
two former children ſhe had been brought to-bed 

K at 


1 66 ] 
at leaſt fix weeks ſooner than ſhe ſhould have 
been, The remains of the venereal virus broke 


Rs ' , ” 


out again, about {ix weeks after her delivery, and 


SI 2 


was entirely ſubdued by a continuance of the 


ſolution : he mentions another caſe, in which the 
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patient was infected in the firſt month of her firſt 
pregnancy, and cured, he ſays, by the ſame 


———— ds — — 
— — — 


22 ER C2, 


4 
F 
* 
1 


5 
'F7 
1 
v (© 
th 
35 
H 
G 
*0i 
[2 
"is 
24 
: 
Qt 
. 


medicine; but ſhe likewiſe, unfortunately, came 
about the end of the ſeventh month; the child 
was born alive, but looked diſeaſed, and died 

in an hour or two. — On the whole, the ſolution 
of corroſive ſublimate ſeems, in this caſe, to be 
a good palliative; and, from the above account, 
but little farther to be depended on, 


5 CASE 


CASE XII. 
COMMUNICATED 


in aA LETTER To TRE LATE 


DR. COLIN MACKENZIE. 


1 20 JANUARY, 1763. 


% DEAR SIR, 


2 Brixc juſt recovered from the 
* fatigue of one of the moſt melancholy caſes 
that can happen in mipwirERy, I embrace the 
«firſt opportunity of giving you a circum- 
« ſtantial detail thereof, as follows :—The mo- 
* ther is of very ſmall ſtature, deformed, and 
© ſcarcely turned of ſeventeen years of age; ſhe 
FS 4 K 2 Al laboured 
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[ 68 ] 
« Jaboured under ricketty diſorders in her in- 
fancy, and is of a very lax and tender habit 
„of body, which has been increaſed during her 
pregnancy to a ſlate of weakneſs, through the 
extreme indigence of her circumſtances. About, 
" four months fince ſhe informed me of her de- 
* fire that I ſhould attend hettabour7” which, 
from the deformity of her ſhape, debility of 
* conſtitution, and depreſſion of ſpirits, I was 
induced to prognoſlicate would not prove the 
© moſt favourable, and therein was not decei- 
„ved. On the 12th inſtant I received a meſ- 
*« ſage to attend her; and, upon examination, 
found the os 7nce very high up, inclining to 
„the left ſide, ſhort, and a little moiſt, 'but its 


95 aperture entirely cloſed: upon which, aſter in- 


„forming the attendants that her uneaſineſs did 
not proceed from labour, and giving her & 
„ paregoric I left her. On the 19th. about ele- 
ven in the evening, I received a ſecond ap- 
** plication, and coming to her found the os tince 
* ſtill very high up, moſt to the left ſide, but a 
little open, and the mucus beginning to deſcend. 
| i I could 


2 
[ 69 ] 
„ could juſt feel the membranes through the 
« opening; the pains were weak, and returned 
* at intervals of about an hour. As there was 
„every probability of a lingering labour, and 
"+ the patient was extremely depreſſed and reſt- 
* Jeſs, I gave her an anodyne draught, and ad- 
*« viſed her to be undreſſed and put into bed, 
4 which was done; and ſoon after finding her 
** aſleep, about nine in the evening J leſt her; 
„ I was not called again till twelve the next day, 
„when I attended, and found the pains in- 
** creaſed, the os tince opened to near the | 
** breadth of an half crown, and a formation of 
the waters, in a ſmall bag, protruding through 
„it. I now patiently ſat down, and took every 
care to prevent her being too much fatigued. 
„The pains were but flight, and recurred about 
every twenty minutes or half hour, at fartheſt, 
** till near nine o'clock the following morning, 
„when the membranes broke, the waters were 
* evacuated, the pains grew ſtronger, and the 
bead advanced full two thirds into the pelvis. I 
began | 
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+ began to imagine the event would be much hap- 
pier than I had before expected; but was alarmed 
* to find the head uncommonly large, and make 
* no advance, though the pains were ſtrong and 
* forcible. Upon further examination, I diſcove- 
red the vertebræ of the ſacrum conſiderably jetting 
in, fo that the diſtance between the pubis and 
« ſacrum could not be more than three inches. 


++ There was a great laxity of the bones of the 


„head, which prefented with the ear to the os 


% lince. I concealed my ſurprize as much as 
« poſſible; had it frequently in idea to endea- 
* your to turn the child, and deliver footling ; 
© bat from the large ſize of the head, and the 
% narrownels of the pelvis, was deterred from 
attempting it; and after waiting twenty hours 


* from the rupture of the membranes, and the pa- 


* tient becoming low, weak, and often fainting, aud 


the women rather violent and clamorous, I ſig- 
s nified, that they could but be ſenfible how much 
4 patience and tenderneſs I had uſed, and had left 


as much to nature as was ſafe; that the life 


40 of 


* 
« of the mother was now in the utmoſt danger, 
« and that I muſt proceed in ſuch a mannezas 
„ to ſave her life, if poſſible, as that of the 
« child was of the leaſt conſequence ;” beſides, 
« that I did apprehend the child was already 
« dead: and was the more confirmed in that opi- 
„nion, from the cold chills which ſeized the 
« mother, the dark colour of the liquor” amnii, 
« and a putrid ſtench ariſing from the uterus. 
+ The attendants were ſatisfied with my deter- 
„ mination; and as the head was low enough 
© down, and its ſituation aſcertained, I had the 
„ woman placed in a proper poſition, and with 
% ſome difficulty after gaining admiſhon for 
one hand, introduced a blade of the forceps; 
but in vain were my efforts to get the other 
up on the oppoſite ſide; upon which, I with- 
« drew that already fixed: and, as the patient 
„ grew weaker and weaker, and the women con- 
* cluded her at the verge of death, turned all 
„my thoughts to the crotchet, and was reſolved 
„to make the laſt effort, by opening the head, 
« and extracting with that inſtrument, which I di- 


** rectly 


n 


5 1 
« reQly ſat about, and cautiouſly introducing the 
* long ſciſſars into the vagina, with their points 
carefully guarded, perforated the cranium. 
with a boring kind of motion, till they had 
* paſſed up to the rings, which the ſciſſars 
* were made with inſtead of reſts, to prevent 
any contuſion the ſoſt parts of the woman 
„ might otherwiſe ſuffer, in time of uſing them; 
made a full opening in the cranium, and eva- 
+ cuated the brain with the blunt hook, with 
* which -I endeavoured to deliver the head; but 
« finding it impraQticable, and the dangerous 


* ſtate of the woman admitting of no delay, I 


* fixed both crotchets, and with much force and 
« dificulty made the extraction of the head, 
„with the face to the bubis. The inſtruments 
appeared to have been applied exactly behind each 
** car; the ſhoulders occaſioned me much obſtruc- 
tion, and were delivered with the blunt hook, 
« alternately applied under each arm pit, and the 
* body, with difficulty, followed. On examining 
* the head, the opening with the ſciſſars appeared 


* to have been made thro' the right parietal bone. 
- The 


| T3 1 

The patient, during the whole of this diſtreſ- 
« ſing proceſs, remained in a fainting fit. The 
e placenta was delivered ſoon after the child; 
« when, it was a matter of doubt with every 
« one in the room, whether the woman was dead 
or alive. She flooded, and the pulſe was not 
« perceptible. I applied ligatures to the extre- 
*+* mities, and dipping a ſpunge in red wine, in 
* which alum was diſſolved, introduced my 
hand, and ſqueezed it out into the vagina ; 
* at the ſame time, external refrigerant applica- 
e cations were not omitted, and, in a few mi- 
„ nutes, I had the ſatis faction to ſee the poor 

*« wretch open her eyes; the pulſe returned, but 
* was very weak; her lips looked leſs livid, and 
© ſhe complained of pain, from the tightneſs of the 
« ligatures round her arms and legs; I gently 
** ſlackened them, and gave her ſome lavender 
* drops upon ſugar; a fainting fit returning, the li- 
* gatures were again tightened ; the pulſe was again 
e almoſt imperceptible ; ſhe fell into a doze, and a 


warm perſpiration coming on, the pulſe became 


„ ſtronger, and the ligatures were taken off. I 
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got down a little nouriſhment, and after waiting 
« with her ſome time, gave her a cordial 
« draught, with a few drops of elixir paregori- 
% cum, and took my leave. Yeſterday morning 
I viſited her, and was pleaſed to find that ſhe 


had flept moſt part of the night, and the faint- 
ing fit and flooding had not returned. This 


10 morning J have ſeen her again, and, except 
flight pains which ſhe complains of high up 
* in the belly, ſhe has no one ſymptom of dan- 
ger. There is rather too great a tenſion of 
« the abdomen, for which I have ordered an 
« emollient fomentation : ſhould theſe pains pro- 
*.ceed from any injury done the uterus, I fear 


her ſituation may be {till far rom ſafe. 


« 1 Taxt the liberty of earneſtly recommend- 
ing this caſe to your kind conſideration ; and 
* ſhall duly eſleem the fayour of your an- 


% fer. 


ai, Nee. 


P. S. rRAr 


1 1 


„ P. S. rRAr, what is your opinion of the 
© TIRE-A-TETE and NETT of MAURICEAu. — 
„have lately got an Ex OLISEH tranſlation of pa- 
« yexrer's MIDWIFERY. Your ſentiments on 
* which, will much oblige me.“ 


'1 


THE ANSWER. 


* DEAR SIR, 


EM: I AM glad to find opportunities 
offer in AUT EAI. —The manner of treating 
the patient you mention, was undoubtedly 
good; it was a long, diſagreeable, and tireſome 
labour. The forceps not ſucceeding by gentle 
means, you did right in opening the head, and 
« the circumſtances of the caſe juſtified the 
„operation; eſpecially, as you had evident ſigns 

L 2 S 


1 1 
* of the child's death. It has been the opi- 


„nion of many xNc11sH, and FRENCH authors, 


that there frequently have been laborious la- 


* bours, when the vertex has firſt offered; but in 
all the difficult ones I have attended, where 


„ the head has preſented, the ear was the 


part next the os tince. It is very ſeldom a 


labour can require the uſe of inſtruments, and 
they ought never to be Haſtily uſed. Some 
© os tinces will take much longer time for dila- 
* tation than others. Patience is a venerable 
* maxim, particularly in the profeſſion of m1D- 
„ WIFERY., LA MOTTE had this virtue in great 
“perfection, and was commendable for ſubmit- 
« ting ſo much to providence, and the deciſion 
* of nature; who, when ſhe finds a difficulty 
« attending the excluſion of the fetus, will ſome- 
© times take two, three, four, or even five or ſix 
days, to prepare the paſlage, by lubricating it 
„with a mucus; (a wiſe proviſion, without 
„ which, more births would be laborious than 
« there are) and then will make her laſt 
effort with the utmoſt force; which is gene- 


*« rally 
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rally very deciſive, unleſs the child ſhould be 


« too large, preternaturally ſituated, or the pelvis 
„ too narrow. The former practice of turn- 
ing the child, and bringing it away by the 
„ feet, when the head has been confined in the 
vagina, is now diſcarded, and the forceps, 
** which is always preferable to the fillet, ſubſti- 
* tuted in its ſtead. The crotchet ſhould ever 
be uſed with the greateſt caution. You was 
* acquainted with the width of the pelvis, other- 
_* wiſe your operation might not have turned 
out fo favorable, A great care ſhould be 
taken in the delivery, that the uterus is not 
* torn; ſhould that be the cafe, it is not one 
* time in an hundred that the woman ſurvives. 
„They formerly uſed the ſtrait crotchet ; but the 
„ curved one is the moſt uſeful, being in- 
* troduced under the direction of the hand, and 
„ fixt behind the ear; one crotchet, in general, 
„will do with the hand paſſed up the oppoſite 
« fide to aſſiſt it, when the pulling force is made. 
bs Should this not ſucceed, two crotchets muſt 
be uſed. The xETT and TInE-A-TETE of 
L g " MAURICEAU, 
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© MAURICEAU, are but of little uſe; although 
« he affirms his TTA E-A-TrETE to be incompara- 
*« bly better than the crotchet. — DAVENTER'S 
© book is authentic, and may be depended on.— |, 
I dare ſay your patient will do well. Go on 
and proſper; and believe me, with all poſſible 
« reſpe&, to be, &c. | 


- 


DION1s treats of laborious and difficult la- 


bours, book iii. chap. g.—MAURICEAU, p. 193, 


and DAVENTER, Chap. 27.—GIFFARD, caſe 141. 


ſpeaks of a delivery, where the head preſented, 


and ſtuck in the paſſage, from the bending in of 
the os ſacrum: caſe 182. he gives another in- 
ſtance, where the head being too large, ſtuck in 
the paſſage: and caſe 19g. another, where the 
ſide of the head preſenting firſt, the face of the 
child being turned towards. the mother's right os 
ilium, was in a like predicament: his caſes 195. 


& 196. deſcribe two deliveries, where the chil- 


dren preſented with the head foremoſt, which alſo 


ſtuck in the paſſage ; and caſes 198, 199, 200, 
& 201, 


1 79 1] | 
& 201, contain ſimilar inſtances : in all which, 
as well as in many others, he ſucceeded by the 
uſe of his exTRAcTOR ; a print, and explana- 
tion of that inſtrumdnt, as improved by the late 
mr, FREKE, ſurgeon to sr. BARTHOLOMEW'S 
HOSPITAL, is prefixed to his casts in min- 
WIFERY; Teviled and publiſhed in 1734. by 


EDWARD HODY, M. De & F. R. s. 


SEE a particular obſervation of La morTrzE's, 
p. 220: and ASTRUC, p. 98. very judiciouſly 
expatiates on the difhculties which proceed from 
the bad conformation of the bones of the helvis. 


pk. PUGH in his treatiſe of uIbwIr ER, ſpeaks 
in an experienced manner of the extraordinary 
fize of the head; the narrow or bad form of the 
bones of the pelvis, of the head being fixed in 
the paſſage, and the inſtrumental delivery thereof, 


DR. SMELLIE, vol. iii. gives a laborious birth, 
occaſioned by the large ſize of the child, and 


the ſmallneſs of the pelvis, in which he deli- 
L 4 | vered 
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vered with the blunt hook: in a ſecond labo- 
rious caſe; the head being low, he attempted 
firſt to turn, and tried the fillet, but was obliged 
to deliver with the crotchet, the child being 
dead, and the aldomen ſwelled : he relates a third | 
laborious caſe; where the head of the child was 
high in a narrow pelvis, and delivered with the 
hand aud blunt hook or crotchet : a fourth laba- 
rious caſe, in a very narrow and diſlorted pel- 
vis; in which the child was delivered with the 
curved crotchet with its ſheath, to guard the 
| point: a fifth, where the pelvis was narrow, and 
the child large, and delivered with two crotchets: 
a ſixth, where the pelvis was narrow, the head 
large, and delivered with the crotchet: a ſeventh, 
where the delivery was effected by the crotchet ; 
an eighth, in which the head of the fetus was 
high in the pelvis, and prematurely delivered 
with the crotchet: a ninth and tenth, two caſes, 
wherein the crotchet was employed : an eleventh, 
where the head was prematurely opened by a praQti- 
tioner : a twelſth, in which he was obliged to deli- 
ver with the aſhſtance of the ſharp and blunt 
crotchets : 


1 811 
crotchets : a thirteenth, where the arm and head 
of the fetus preſented.; the laſt opened, and 
delivered with the forceps: a fourteenth, in which 
the delivery was aſſiſted by the crotchets, after 
the forceps had been tried in vain: a fifteenth, 
where the delivery was effected by the crotchets : 
a ſixteenth, where the patient was delivered by 
the crotchet : a ſeventeenth, in which the child 
was extracted piece-meal, with the ſciſſars and 
blunt hooks: and an eighteenth, where the head 
was delivered with the crotchet:—dr. jonhx so 
ſays, he ſaw a pelvis, of ſo ſmall a ſize, though 
very well ſhaped; as to meaſure, only four 
inches between the ilia, and ſcarcely two and 
a half from the angle of. the ſacrum to the 
mphiſis of the pubes: a mature child after an 
experienced and very ingenious operator had 
uſed his utmoſt endeavours to ſave it as well as 
the mother) was obliged to be extracted through 
this elvis by the crotchet: he alſo deſcribes a 
_ pelvis in dr. nuxTzs's muſeum, of a moſt parti- 
cular conſtruction and diſtortion : and another in 
the ſame reſpectable collection, extremely de- 


formed, 


82 J 
formed, and fo very ſmall, that the wideſt part 
of the brim is not above an inch; he avers, the 
whole ſtructure of it to be apparently oppoſite 
to the means of procreation: and likewiſe relates 
the caſe of a poor woman, to whom dr. xELLY 
was called by mr. fond, a ſurgeon, in LOKG 


LANE, SOUTHWARK; the pelvis, from the pro- 


jection of the ſacrum, to the ſymphifis of the 


pubes, could not, he ſays, be more than the 
diſtance of two inches; it was thought adviſe- 
able to make a free opening in the cranium, eva- 
cuate its contents, and then leave it to collapſe 
and ſettle into the pelvis gradually, which 
was done, and the next day, the head was 
found fo far advanced, as to be brought forth 
in a little time, with the help of the blunt 
hook ; which was alſo employed for the delt- 
very of the ſhoulders. — I have to obſerve, that 


the method uſed with this woman, might be 


taken, with ſome degree of ſafety, and the delivery 


thus treated, rendered more eaſy by the gradual 
deſcenſion of the head into the pelvis ; eſpeci- 


ally, as the patient was in no immediate danger; 


but 


L. 8% J 
but in the caſe, which occurred to me as above, 
no advantage whatever could have been expeQed, 
from waiting any length of time, after the eva- 
cuation of the cranium: on the contrary, in the 
weak and dangerous ſtate, to which my patient was 
reduced, ſuch ſuſpenſion muſt have proved fatal. 
— The narrowneſs or diſtortion of the pelvzs, is 
univerſally allowed to cauſe the moſt difficult and 
dangerous parturition; for when the brim of the 
pelvis, which ſhould meaſure five inches and a 
half from fide to fide, and about four and a 
quarter from ſacrum to pubis; in its ſtead, we 
unhappily meet with a diſtance of, perhaps, only 
one inch and a half, two inches, or at moſt, not 
more than three from ſide to fide; and the nar- 
rowneſs is confined to the brim, or the elvis, in 
| this part, be well proportioned, and the lumbar 
vertebræ project over the ſacrum, as in the caſe 
contained in my laſt letter, and the child be too 
bulky to paſs —deſtrugive inſtruments, to dimi- 
niſh the ſize of the head, muſt be uſed; a diſ- 
agreeable neceſſity, wherein the length of time, 


between. the evacuation of the cranium and its 


total 
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total extraction, can only be determined by the 
ſtate of the patient: intenſely affecting, as ſuch 
operations muſt ever prove=how comparatively 
lefs horrid and dangerous do they appear, than 
the ceſarian ſeclion, or the new oheration of cut- 
ting the ſymphiſes of the pubis, at which I ſhud- 
der; and mean neither to offend or cenſure the 
ingenious advocates for this moſt extraordinary 
operation, when I take the liberty to declare, that 
I can never think favorably of it: and much 
to be revered, as all diſcoveries, for preſerving . 
the lives of our fellow creatures ate; this appears 
to be one of thoſe, whoſe ſafety and general uti- 
lity, I am of opinion, will not ſoon eſtabliſh 


and confirm its practice. 


CASE 


[] 


CASE XIII. 


Tus ninth of MAY, 176g. I was called to 
aſſiſt a patient, whoſe labour had continued 
three ſucceſſive days and nights; ſhe had been 
attended by a woman midwife, who had fre- 
quently promiſed an immediate delivery, but 
without effect: ſhe appeared anxious and much 
depreſſed, and the women worn out with the 
fatigue of long attendance: after waiting about 
twenty minutes, and taking the advantage of a 
flight pain, I examined her, and found the os 
tince high up againſt the ſacrum, almoſt out of 
reach, rigid, and but little dilated. The woman 
had a very pendulous belly, was of a large make, 
corpulent, and had borne ſeveral children; with 
every one of whom I was informed, ſhe had 


ſuffered a long and tedious labour. After aſſu- 
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ring the attendants that much time would be ſtill 
required, before there could be any poſſibility of 
delivering her, I got the patient to bed, gave 
her an opiate,\ and diſmiſſed them; then deſired 
the midwife not to leave her, but to ſtay and ſend 
for me again as ſoon as the pains became more 
regular and powerful, and returned home. About 
fix in the evening of the next day, I obeyed a 
ſecond meſſage. The pains were now very ſtrong, 
the membranes had broke, and the vertex was 
below the brim of the pelvis; but the os tince, 
though much dilated, was ſtill too much inclined 
to the ſacrum. I placed the patient on her fide, 
with her head low, and her breech and legs raifed 
up; and in this manner delivered her in leſs than 
an hour by the natural efforts—by pulling gently 
at the ſunis, in time of pain, it ſeparated from the 
placenta, and came away; but as nouterine k@mor- 
rhage enſued, I did not, for the preſent, think it 
adviſeable to paſs up my hand for its extraction; 
after waiting, however in vain, for more than 
two hours, with a view to know the cauſe of 1ts 


retention, I introduced it gently into the vagina; 


but 


4 5 1 


f but finding the contraction of the womb ſo 
k „ great, as not to admit of my two fore fingers, 
; deferred all further attempts; and thought it 


the moſt rational practice to truſt to nature's 
expulſion of the placenta; which happened in 
leſs than twelve hours after the birth of the 
child, 


MANY diſorders are mentioned by medi- 
cal authors, as ariſing from the retention of 
the placenta; but I hope to be juſtified in the 
practice of leaving it to the expulſion of nature; 
eſpecially where there is a ſudden and ſtrong con- 
ſtriction of the uterus, and no kemorrhage enſues, 
rather than run the riſk of a forcible extraction, 
from which, much miſchief may be dreaded. 
There can be no doubt, but the ill ſituation of 


the womb occaſioned the great delay of labour 


in this caſe, ſomething ſimilar to which are 
CHAPMAN'S Sth. and 6th. caſes — payenTER 
is the firſt author we meet with, who treats 
of the womb of women with child, or in 

child- 


(8 ] 
child-bed, being obliquely and ill ſituated. Vide 
his book, chap. 11. 


ASTRUC, p. 13. has likewiſe expatiated largely 


on this ſituation of the womb: and dr. BURTON, 
p. 172. and obſ. 18. has done the ſame.—The 


oblique polition of the uterus, a topic ſo ſtrenu- 


ouſly ſupported by many other authors, unleſs 
occaſioned by the pendulous belly; its general 
cauſe, or particular ill conformation of the helvis, 
ſeems to me, to be merely hypotheſis and conjec- 
ture, and cannot, I believe, in any other caſes, be 
fairly ſaid to impede the courſe of labour, 

\ 

DR. BURTON, p. 55. ſhews, by a very curious 
experiment, how ſoon the womb will contract 
again; and declares, the contraction of it in 
ſome women, to be ſo ſudden and ſo ſtrong, as 
ſcarce to be credited, but by ſuch as have expe- 
rienced it: page 132. he relates a caſe, where 
the ſunis had been broke by the midwife, in at- 
tempting to deliver the placenta, which was re- 


tained by the great contraction of the uterus, 
which 


| 1 8g |] 
which gave him greater trouble to deljver, 


than any one he had ever before met with: ſee 
alſs obl. 32. of the ſame author. 


THE ſudden and ſtrong contraction of the 
womb is produced from the following authority: 
GIFFARD, in caſes 10). & 127. ſays, ** that 
being called in an hour after delivery, he found 


the os uteri ſo contradted, that he could not 


readily introduce two fingers, and, that it was 
with difficulty he introduced his hand: caſe 1 34. 
he declares the os uteri was ſo contracted in half 
an hour, that it was with difficulty he introduced 
his hand into the womb: eaſe 74. he ſays he 
was called in ten hours after the birth of the firſt, 
and two hours after that of the ſecond of twins ; 
and, yet the os uteri was ſo contracted, that he 
was obliged to dilate it gradually: caſe ga. he 
avers, that in a few hours after the delivery, he 
could ſcarce introduce his — the uterus; 
and, when introduced, the womb was ſo con- 
tracted, that he could not readily move his 


hand. 


M MAURICEAU, 


90 J 
' MAURICEAU, obſ. 304. ſays, in three hours 
aſter delivery, he has found the os uteri fo con- 
trated, that he could not introduce his hand 


into the womb : and obſ. 336 he alſo mentions - 
a perſon who miſcarried in che ſixth month of her 
pregnancy; where part of the after birth was 
- left in the womb; and before he got to her, the 
os uleri was ſo contracted, that he could not in- 
troduce his band into the womb. - 


1 „ r * EH ET, E CY — 4 RX: | T - L426. ZI Jas 2. . 
; n 8 „ 5 ge I 3 © — "— <LI SES L xM 5 5 : a 
«C "IE or”. nar CITI: , 5 * * 7 voto . r 2 q jp 4 £ 2 „5 
1 „ 22 = 1 2 ms * — — — FX * R - — = 242 a = 
22 222 * - _ — 8 — ele — OILED — * 2 = „ 
d & fs 98 W . , N 
. IN — 7 - 2 - = * 
- =_ — — 2 4 — — — — K 


— - . 5 — = — 
— ” - — 


LA MOTTE, obſ. 238. & 362. alſo tells us, 


al. 


that in ten or twelve hours after the birth of the 
child, he has found the os uteri ſo contracted, 
that it was with difficulty he could introduce his 
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hand, being obliged to dilate it gradually: and 
further, obl. T & 363. declares, that in 
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ſo contracted, chat he was ſorced to dilate it by 


degrees; and mentions one caſe, where two other 
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ſurgeons had been trying to extract the placenta, 
and yet he could only introduce four fingers into 
the womb—perhaps, a more remarkable caſe, 
than the following, in regard to the particular 
contratiion of the uterus, has ſeldom occurred to 


any one practitioner whatgyer. CASE 


1K 


CASE.” XIV: 


Ms. L. was delivered of her firſt child, 
MARCH the 2d, 1762; a midwife was with her, who 
broke the funts in attempting to deliver the pla- 
centa: I was immediately ſent for, hut found it 
impracticable to paſs my hand into the uterus; 
the Placenta therefore remained, and was not deli- 
vered till the third day after the child. 
ro her ſecond labour, which happened the 
2d of rtBRUARY, 1764. my aſſiſtance was be- 
ſpoke; ſhe had a very quick time; but the þla- 
centa, notwithſtanding ſhe had very ſtrong after- 
| Pains, was not to be moved by pulling at the 
ſunis, and remained till the ſecond day at night, 
when 1t came away with a little pain, as ſhe was 

making water. 
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t her third labour, on the 4th of jury, 
1766, 1 azain attended her, when ſhe had nearly 
as good a time as before : and ſoon after the de- 


livery of the child 1 had the curioſity to exa- 
mine the os uteri, which I found ſo much 
contracted, as not to admit my two fingers: 
the placenta was therefore again left, and came 
away not till the afternoon of the third day. 


' Tux fourth time of her being in labour, way 
on the 17th of avcusr, 1769; when being at a 
great diſtance from home, a midwife was called 
in, and ſhe had a fine natural delivery of the 
child; but as the placenla gave the midwife much 
trouble, and ſhe declared ſhe could not gain it, 
an accoucheur, of much {kill and practice, was 
ſent for, who ſtrove in vain to introduce his 
hand into the uterus; but found it ſo much con- 
tracted, that his trials were in vain, and the pla- 
eenta remained till the third day, when it came 


away as the woman was at ſtool, 
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or her fifth child, the 28th of prerizrl, 
1769. I attended her; ſhe had a very eaſy la- 
bour, but the placenta was retained as uſual, and 
not delivered till the fourth day : 


AND in her ſixth labour I was with her, when 
the child was} ſoon delivered, but the after-birth 
remained undelivered till the third day, when it 
was expelled by a ſtrong pain; this was on the 
31ſt of way, 1773. ſince which time ſhe has 

Not been again pregnant, 


DR. EXTON, caſe 18, gives a remarkable ac- 
count of a delivery : where, immediately, after 
the birth of the child, the mouth of the womb 
was ſo ſtrongly contracted, that he could, by no 
means, introduce even a finger into it; and 
believes that it would ſooner have broke than 
yielded to his fingers: deſcribes it by the feel, to 
be like a purſe ſtrongly drawn up; and declares, 
he has met with this ſpaſmodic contraction of 
the os uteri, four or five times in his practice. 
Practice and obſervation muſt ever clearly 
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evince_the danger of employing force in extract- 
ing the placenta (without led thereto by the flood- 
ing of-the patient.) Bad conſequences, moſt un- 
doubtedly, very often follow from the retention 
of the placenta; but the flow and ſpontaneous 
expulſion of nature, I candidly ſubmit to the 
notice of every ingenious practitioner, as being 
ever more ſafe in its conſequences, than the 


haſty or forcible extraction of it; which I have 


known, more than once, attended with many 


diſadvantages, and even to have proved fatal. 
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N wife of a labouring man, in this 
neighbourhood, was delivered on the i4th of 
MAY, 1764. of a child, by a midwife; who, 
after waiting twelve hours, and finding it impoſ- 
ſible to deliver the placenta, ſent for me; ſhe had 
made the woman very hot and feveriſh, by uſing 
too much force to dilate the os uteri; which, upon 
examination, I found ſo; much, contracted, that 
it were injurious to attempt the dilatation of it; I 
therefore contented myſelf, by enjoining reſt and 
giving her, every four hours, three ſpoonfuls of a 
neutral mixture, and left her till the next day; in 
the evening of which, I was informed, that the 
placenta had been ſpontaneouſly expelled by a pain, 
as the patient turned round in her bed—no ill con- 
ſequences enſued. from its retention, and the wo- 
| M 4 man 


4. 
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man ſoon recovered. I attended the ſame wo- 


man in the beginning of the year 1771. when, 
from "ſome miſmanagement of the labour, un- 
common debility had been brought on, her ſpi- 
rits were flagged, and ſhe was much reduced; 
but as the preſentation was fair and natural, 1 
contented myſelf with ſupporting her patience, 
by ſoothing perſuaſions and proper medicine, 
not doubting, but we ſhould find, in the end, an 
eaſy and happy determination and herein I was 
not diſappointed, for by theſe means ſhe acquired 
2 competent reſolution: and the labour, after 
many days and nights, having been flow and 
tedious, ended in the moſt natural and favorable 
iſſue, and no difficulty whatever attended the 
expulſion of the placenta, 


| 


[i 


CASE XVI. 


Ox JULY 29, 1780, I was informed of a poor 
woman, who was in labour, and could get 
no aſſiſtance to deliver her; upon Which, 1 
made what haſte 1 could to her, and found her 
in great extremity ; the pains were very ſtrong, 
and I had not been with her more than twenty 
minutes before ſhe was delivered of the child; 
but after waiting near an hour, and not finding 
the placenta in the leaſt deſcend, I began to con- 

clude that it adhered to the uterus; but the wo- 
man informing me ſhe had had fix children, 
and that bY aſter birth had never moved, till 
two days after: I immediately, /by the direQion 
of the funis, examined the flate of the os in- 
ternum, which was ſo much contracted, as 
ſcarcely to admit the point of my finger; I 


therefore 
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therefore left the placenta, which ſeparated, and 


was diſcharged of itſelf on the ſecond day from 
the delivery, without any ill effects what- 


2 „ * 


ſoever. 


DR. our p endeavours to ſhew, that the os uteri 
is not capable of ſo ſpeedy a contraction, as it is 
generally imagined; but the foregoing caſes are 
ſtubborn facts to the contrary ; and, that it will 
ſometimes ſurprizingly contract immediately aſter 7 
the expulſion of the fetus, is incontrovertible. 


DR, JOHNSON, p. 206. ſpeaks of an extraor- 
dinary contraction of the uterus, in half an hour 
aſter the birth; he ſays it formed into fo ſmall a 
ring, that at firſt he could paſs but two fingers : 
and, although he endeavoured to dilate it gra- 
dually, in order to inſinuate the others, one 
by one; yet the ſtricture was ſo firm, as to 
occaſion difficulty in paſſing; the hand: how- 
ever, by perliſting, he gained admiſſion wich 
ſafety, and found the placenta, with ſome. of the 
chorion, round its edges, adhering to the fundus 


uteri; 
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uteri; he ſeparated the adheſion gradually, and 
brought away the ſecundines. 


IN ſuch caſes, forcible 


dilatation, I preſume, 
can only be juſtified: by preſent exigencies; and, 
as in this inſtance, no very preſſing occaſion ap- 
peared for introducing the hand, it were more ra- 


tional, I ſhould think, to have truſted to nature. 


IN ſome future caſes, (as well as the forego- 
ing relative to the placenta) which makes a part 
of this publication, occaſion will ſhew, that the 
immediate delivery of the placenta, is not, in 
general, of that importance, which many inge- 
nious and experienced writers have taken upon 
themſelves to avow, that nature, in the human, 
as well as the brute ſpecics, where no force is 
ever thought of, is equally kind and effectual, 
and, that where the ſeparation within a given time, 
is not effected, but little is to be dreaded ; and, 
likewiſe that much leſs danger in general attends 
the leaving of it, than in forcible attempts to re- 
lieveit by the hand ; notwithſtanding all this, I do 


not 
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not take upon me to deny the ſatisfaction reſulting | 
from an eaſy and timely ſeparation of the pla- 
centa; which is ever to be preferred, provided 
it be natural, and no violence uſed in making 
che extraction; which, I think, we may ever 
confine as a matter of neceſſity to floodings 
only. 


CASE 


{ 0 
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I WAS called to a patient about fix o'clock in 
the morning of the 26th of PEBRUA RT, 1763. 
ſhe was of a leuco phiegmatic habit; had a ſmall 


peluis, and always been ſubject to laborious 
times, occaſioned by dropfical children; with 
one of which ſhe had been delivered with 
the crotchet by a man-midwife, her other two 


children were hydrocephalous when born, and 


died ſoon afterwards ; ſuch was the general hiſ- 


tory of the patient, which gave me little room to 


expet a more favourable event than uſual: a 
midwife had been. ſome hours in waiting, who 


thought her in labour; but as the os tince was 


cloſe ſhut, and her pains being without inter- 


pronounced 


wilſon, and chiefly confined 10 the akdomen:-I 


1 
pronounced them to be of the cholic kind, 
gave her a rhubarb draùght, with a few drops of 
tin&, thebaica,... which ſoon procured her eaſe, 
and J was not applied to again till about four in 
the morning of the 18th of MAzch. The 
pains were now genuine, - returned at regular 
periods, and the os zince began to dilate; the 
labour was {low in its progreſs till twelve o'clock 
at night, when the membranes broke, and the pains 
returned faſter, and were more forcing; yet, the 
child's head continued high up at the brim of the 
pelvis, and felt ſofter than it uſually does; but by 
the long continued force of the pains it deſcended 
lower down, ſo that I could diſcover the bones 
at a great diſtance. from each other, and feeling 
looſe and yielding to the touch, with an uncom- 
mon width of the fontanel, ſo that there was no 
doubt of the diſorder; however, being willing to 
try the pains, I waited three hours longer; when 
they ſuddenly became more fecble, and the woman 
being ſeized with a ſyncope, I thought it adviſe- 
able that the delivery ſhould be attempted. Turn- 
ing the child appeared too dangerous and diffi- 


bs it note? cult, 
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cult, and the uſe of the forceps, conſidering the 
ſmallneſs of the pelvis, and the diſorder, as well 
as diſtant ſituation of the head, I thought it 
moſt prudent to decline, leſt I ſhould loſe 
time, by being foiled in my operation; beſides, 
from the fetid ſmell of the liquor amnii, there 
was great reaſon to think the child was dead ; 
the patient being therefore placed in a proper 
poſition, I cautiouſly introduced the long ſciſ- 
ſars, within fide my hand, up the vagina, and 
perforated the cranium; from whence . (with 
part of the cerebrum) iſſued, a great quantity of 
turbid water, which ſmelt very offenſive. I ſoon © 
after paſs'd up my hand, and fixing my fingers 
in the opening, with ſome difficulty brought 
down the head, and effected the delivery of the 
child, which appeared to have been ſome time 
dead. I have once fince attended the ſame wo- 


man in a lingering labour, where the child was 


very ſmall, and born alive, by the natural ef- 
forts; but had an hydrocephalous diſorder, and 
lived only a few days: and the woman herſelf, 
in leſs than a year afterwards, died of the 
droply. | MAURI- 


4 
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MAURICEAU, ſpeaking of the method to deli- 
ver a woman, when the child in the womb' has 
a dropſical head, adviſes the making of an aper- 


ture in the cranium, to evacuate its contents, altho' 


the child be living. But as this practice muſt 
ever inevitably deſtroy the child, the judicious 
practitioner, I preſume, will not do it until, 
upon mature deliberation, the child's deſtruction 
ſhall appear abſolutely unavoidable, to ſave its 
mother; on the other hand, it may indeed be 


urged, that the hydrocephalous child ſeldom long 


ſurvives ; or, if it does, that it lives the object of 


. pity and diſtreſs ; and many melancholy caſes of 


the hydrocephalus might be enumerated, upon 
the authority of ſeveral eminent ſurgeons ; in 
whoſe deſcriptions, we ſhall find poor emaciated, 
lethargic children, the greateſt part of whoſe 
heads are as ſoft as a quagmire, and fo conſi- 
derably diſtended and enlarged with water, as to 


require a pillow, or ſome other ſupport, and 


whoſe lives, in general, are but of a ſhort date; 
but even this being granted, I yet can fee no juſt 


cauſe to deflroy the © fatus in utero, at leaſt, 


: whilſt 


„ 
whilſt there remains any reaſonable proſpect 
of its birth by the efforts of nature. 


LA MorrE obſerves, * it is not often that chil- 
dren are dropſical in the uterus; but when they 
are, that they create a great deal of trouble to 
the ſurgeon, but prefers the hands to all the in- 
um eden that have been contrived to facilitate 
theſe ſort of deliveries” : and obſ. 331, 332, 
333, and 334. contain caſes in ſupport of his 
opinion; which, however, muſt chiefly de- 
pend upon circumſtances, and cannot always 
be effected by the hands alone: although our 
author was ſo particularly fortunate as to 
ſucceed in all the dropſical children he met with, 
without any other help. It is therefore reaſon- 
able to ſuppole, that thoſe children, in whoſe 
caſes he was engaged; were not conſiderably diſ- 
ardered : where they are, as in the inſtance I have 
above recited, extraordinary means muſt be uſed 
for the preſervation of the woman; and inſtru- 
ments will, in ſuch caſes, be found unavoidably 
requilite, | 


N ASTRUC » 
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ASTRUC, when all other reſources have proved 
ineffeQual, and the child is khydrocephalous, ad- 


viſes the evacuation of the water by the introduc- 


tion of a trocar into the fontanel, and to leave 


the canula in the wound; by this means, he is 


of opinion, the head will flatten, and paſs eaſily, 


Vide $MELL1E,. vol. i. p. 296. no. 1, 2, g, & 4. 
vol. ii. p. 336. and a ſomewhat ſimilar caſe to 
the above, will be found in the ſame author, vol, 
iii. coll, 31. caſe i. where, a head, that was dropſi- 
cal, was opened with the ſciſſars, and aſterwards 
delivered by the labour pains, with the aſſiſtance 
of the hand: caſe ii. exhibits a ſecond dropfical 
head, which was opened with the ſeiſſars, and 
delivered with the aſſiſtance of the blunt hook: 
caſe xxi, in the ſame collection of this author, 
preſents an inſtance of a dropſical head opened, 
and- delivered with the aſſiſtance of the hand: 


and in coll. gz. caſe xx. we meet with a flood- 


ing before delivery; the child was turned, and 


brought away by the feet, and the head obſtructed 


by the hydrocephalus, which made it neceſſary to 


employ the crotchet for its delivery. Videa caſe of 
hydro» 
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| hydrocephalus, by dr ROBERT BUTLER REMMETT, 
of yxLyMouTH, medd. comm. p. 423: and ano- 
ther curious caſe of this ſort in the Medical Ob- 


ſervations and Inquiries, vol. 3, p. 121. 


IN the month of sz>TEeMBER, 1777. a woman 
in the vicinage of HADLOW, who for ſome time 
| paſt had contracted a habit of drinking, after a 
lingering labour of many nights and days, was 
delivered of a child afflicted with an hydro- 
cephalus; of which diforder, it languiſhed till 
the ſixth day, and then died: — About fix months 
ago, the ſame patient, in the eighth month of 
her pregnancy, was thrown into a flooding by a 
ſudden fright; ſhe miſcarried, the child was 
ſtill-born, and the bones of its cranium ap- 
peared to be ſeparated at a' great diſtance from 
each other, by the great quantity of water con- 
tained in the pericranium. —It may be remarked 
as a good and uſefal caution, that this perfon, 
previous to the births of her two laſt children, 
was eſteemed a very ſober woman, and had born 
three remarkably fine and healthy children. 

7 Na CASE 
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CASE XVIII 


Ear in the morning of the 31ſt of Au- 
© GUST, 1764. I was called to a lady about thirty 
three years of age, who was in the fifth month 
of pregnancy with her fourth child. As ſhe was 
haſtily ſtepping over a ſtile, ſhe was taken 
with a violent diſcharge of blood from the le- 


rus; I immediately bled her from the arm, 


according to her ſtrength, and gave her an aMn- | 


gent medicine, mixed with an opiate; cold ſtyp- 
tic applications were allo ordered to the abdomen ; 
ras NG that ſhe might be kept cool and 
fill, upon no account get out of bed, till 
I ſhould ſee her again: ſhe complained of pain 
in her back and belly, but not of any bearing 


down; 
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down; as ſhe had been coſtive for ſome days 
before, that ſhe might not ſtrain to expel the 
faces, and by that means increaſe the flux, an 
emollient clyſter was prepared and injected, and 
the next day I had the ſatis faction to find her 
free from pain and hemorrhage, except a ſmall 
_ diſcharge. of ſerous blood, which faintly tinged 
the linen ; I ordered her a mixture of tincture of 
red roſes, acidulated with the Hhirit of vitriol, 
defired ſhe would abſtain. from meat and drink of 
every kind, which might accelerate the circula- 
tion of the blood, and that her diet ſhould 
_ chiefly conſiſt of panada, weak broth, or rice 
gruel, and between whiles: allowed her a little 
red wine and water, in which hot iron had 
been extinguiſhed; theſe directions being punc- 
tually attended to, the hæmorrlage, in ſeven 
days, was ſo entirely reſtrained, and ſhe had 
recovered ſo much of her ſtrength and ſpirits, 
as to walk up and down ſtairs: however, to 

guard againſt. a return of the uterine flux, ſhe 
lived ſparingly, took her aſtringent mixture twice 
a day, and would, moſt probably, have com- 
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pleted her reckoning, had not the news of a fire 


in the neighbourhood, which happened in the 


night of the 14th of szeTEMBER, been ſuddeniy 
brought her, at which ſhe fainted away, and the 
flooding returned with greater violence than ever ; 
I was immediately called, and upon examination, 
found the os tince very high up, rigid, and fo 
little dilated, as ſcarcely to admit the tip of my 
finger; the hemorrhage was very great, and ſhe 
no ſooner came out of one fainting fit, but ſhe 
went into another. I introduced a ſponge, 
dipped in a ſolution of alum into the vagina, 
and by every means in my power endea- 
voured to reſtrain the flux; but all to no 
purpoſe, for it was ſo violent 8 ſunk 
away, and expired within an hdr afier I 


came to her; a melancholy inſtance! which 


ſerves to evince the expediency of keeping the 


mind free from any violent agitation, which in 
all ſtages of pregnancy is highly dangerous, and 
will often prove fatal; and more particularly, 


in ſo critical a ſituation, as the above; where 


the frame 1s already debilitated, and rendered 


lax, 


| [22x 1 
lax, by a previous effuſion of blood from the 
uterus. Vide MAURICEAU, obſ. 378. La morrTE, 


+ Obſ, 209, 240. & 212. and c1rrann, obſ. 10g. 


CHAPMAN, Caſe xxxii. relates the mis fortune 
of a lady, who died of a flooding, undelivered, 
before he arrived. 


DR.SMELLIE ſays, he was called to a woman, who 


was ſeized with a pretty conſiderable hemorrhage,and 


miſcarried in the fifth month ; the ſunis and mem- 
branes were expelled, but the placenta remained 5 
and, though the diſcharge abated, a draining of 

blood continued to weaken her for the ſpace of | 
three months after her abortion: he tried to dilate 
the os internum, but without ſucceſs; was equally 
unſucceſsful in introducing a long narrow-pointed 
forceps: and finally, had recourſe to the blunt 
hooks, with which he brought it away, in three 
ſeparate pieces, the draining was ſtopt, the wo- 
man recovered, and afterwards bore children, 
After all, an event thus fatal, ſo early as the 
fifth month, muſt be ever conſidered as an un- 


uſual and truly deplorable circumſtance, A moſt 
ä extraor- 
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extraordinary flux of blood fell under the obſer- 
vation of the late dr. coLe, who ſome years ago 
praiſed MIDWIFERY in LONDON with great repu- 
tation. — Dr, LEAK E obſerves, that on opening 
the body, the whole ſurface of the placenta was 
found adhering to the uterus, but a great part of 
the falſe chorion, inveſting the membraneous bag 
which contains the child was ſeparated from it ; 
and conſequently, an infinite number of thoſe 


veſſels, with which it is ſupplied from the uterus 


being torn aſunder, the effuſion of blood was ſo 


great as to prove mortal, 


) 
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CASE XIX. 


i 


Tur 13th. of OCTOBER, 1764. 1 was ſent 
for to a woman, about four months gone with 
child; ſeven days after the eruption of the ſmall : 
pox, ſhe was ſuddenly alarmed with a flux of 


blood from the uterus, unattended at that time | 
with any pains—T found the aperture of the 0s 
tincæ a little dilated, and the woman appearing 


much terrified, endeavoured to comfort her, with 
the aſſurances of her doing well, notwithſlanding 
the ſmall pox, as ſhe was no further advanced in 
her preghancy, and it was of the regular kind. 


I defired ſhe might be kept cool, and ſent her an 


aſtringent mixture, with an opiate, The mor- 


Thage abated, and ſhe paſſed the night with tole- 


rable eaſe ; but at eight o'clock in the morning, 


upon her moving to uſe the pot, it returned 


moſt 


18! 
moſt violently, attended with frequent and ſtrong 
pains: I was immediately requeſted to attend, 
which I did; when finding the flux alarming, 
and the woman faint, I examined the os tince, 
which was enough dilated to admit three fingers, 
with which 1 ruptured the membranes, and directly 
after carefully paſſing my whole hand in a co- 
nical form, eaſily brought away the fetus, on 
hom was to be ſeen not the leaſt mark of the 
Imall pox. The hemorrhage ſtill continuing, 
and the woman fainting away, I thought it moſt 
conliſtent with the ſafety of the mother, to intro- 
duce my hand a ſecond time, and deliver the 
ſecundines; which having effected, the flux 
ſtopped, the woman recovered, and has ſince 
had many children, Vide dr. 8MELL1E, 2d. vol. 


no, ; caſe vi. 


IN the GERMAN Ephemerides, anni prima, I. iii. 


P. 139. there is an account of a woman, who 
had che ſmall pox before ſhe was delivered, and 
the child was marked with the ſame diſeaſe, 


L 5 
i the Philoſophical Tranſaflions, ro. 49g: 
p. 233+ is the caſe of a lady, who was delivered 
of a chMd, on whom the {mall pox appeared in 
2 day or two after its birth, drawn up by 


 CROMWELL MORTIMER, Mu. o. 


i the ſame Tranſaction, no. 49g. p. 233. 
are ſome. accounts of the fælus in utero being 
differently affected by the ſmall pox, by wIILIAu 
WATSON, F. R.$, and alſo, at no. 337. p. 163. 
Vide 14 MOTTE, obſ. 129, and dr. SMELLIE, 
no. 2, caſe vi. Dr. LEAKE ſays, that he never 
yet ſaw an inftance, where the infants where born 
with the eruptions; neither does it uſually ap- 
pear immediately afterwards, though many of 
them die in a week or ten days:—he further 
| remarks, that as the ſmall pox generally brings 
an abortion, it is to be obſerved, that the chil- 
dren come beſore their due time; and therefore 
go off, before the infection has had ſufficient time 
to produce the diſeaſe; and as their bulk is pro- 
portioned to their age, it may be one reaſon, why 
the delivery, in ſuch caſes, is more eaſy and ex- 

peditious ; 
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IF 2046 7] 
peditious; and adds, that notwithſtanding what has 
already been ſaid, examples may be found as above; 
and in BARTHOLIN'S medical epiſtles, &c. wherethe 
body of the new-born infant has been found' 


overſpread with the variolous puſtules ; which, 


conſidering the intercourſe between the mother 


and it, during the uterine geſtation; is not to be 
wondered at.—A very curious and uncommon 
caſe is related by van 8WIETEN, as it happened 
under the obſervation of dr. WATSON; in LONs 
DON, Viz, a woman, who had been for ſome 
time pregnant, and who long before had the 
ſmall pox, was very aſſiduous in attending her 
ſervant maid, who then laboured under that 
diſeaſe; in due time ſhe was happily delivered, 
and brought forth a healthy female child, where 
evident marks of its having had the eruption 
appeared on the ſkin; when this child's brother 
was inoculated four years aſter, dr. waTsoN had 
leave from the parents to inoculate her likewiſe ; 
but the operation was attended with very different 
effects in thoſe different ſubjects, for the eruptions 
appeared in the boy, who ſoon happily reco- 

| vered 
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vered from the diſeaſe; but the girl, aſter droop- 
ing for two days, became very well _ and 
remained totally free from it. 


A cast ſomething ſimilar to this is alſo men- 
tioned by dr. MEAD in treating of the ſmall pox. 
He ſuppoſes, that where the child is born before 
the perfect maturation of the puſtules in the mo- 
ther, it will then more probably eſcape the diſeaſe; 
and alſo, that the danger ariſing to women at 
this time who ſuffer abortion, will be in propor- 
tion to the loſs of blood after the ſeparation of 
the placenta from the uterus; but there does not 
ſeem ſufficient reaſon to adopt this laſt opinion; 
—for what he himſelf afterwards aſſerts does not 
ſeem to correſpond with it, viz, that the ſmall 
pox has generally been found the moſt mild when 
it ſucceeds ſome conſiderable evacuation, whether 


natural or artificial. 


VAN 8WIETEN informs us, that the celebrated 
BOERHAAVE attended a lady in the 6th month of 
her pregnancy, who laboured under the worlt 
kind 


| rnd] 
kind of the confluent ſmall pox; notwithſtanding 
which, ſhe: proceeded to the full period of her 
time, and was then delivered of a healthy male 
child, which had not the leaſt veſtige of the 
diſeaſe — from the above extraordinary circum- 
Nance, arifing from the peculiar ſtructure of the 
Placenta, and its power to abſorb ſuch juices 
from the womb, as were ſalutary and nutritious, 
even when the whole maſs of the mother's blood 
was tainted with variolous inſection: dr. xZAxE 
is inclined to believe that hereditary diſeaſes are 
not ſo frequent as generally imagined, and draws 
an illufiration' by what may be obſerved in vege- 
tables, where two plants, of different qualities, 
both draw their nouriſhment from the fame pot 
of earth; the one, for inſtance, a deadly poiſon ; 
the other friendly to the human body, or per- 
haps an antidote to the former: and adds a ſur- 
ther exemplification, in the {mall branches of 
one tree being grafted into the ſtem of another; 
for the juices of the laſt, will from thence be ſo 
far diveſted of their natural qualities, by paſſing 
through: difficult ſtrainers, as only to produce the 


ſame 


119 J. | 
ſame kind of fruit, with that of the tree from 
which ſuch branches were taken, 


p1oN1s ſays, that the fetus in the womb is ſub- 
jed to the ſame diſtempers that the mother has, 
and if ſhe has the ſmall pox has them likewiſe: 
and this he adds, is ſo certain, that he has ſeen 
new-born children that had all the marks of 
them; but ſince his time, however, many in- 
ſtances have occurred in direct contradictian to 
this opinion, 


CASE 


. 


1 WAS ſent for about fix months after the 
above ' caſe, to a woman who had beſpoke my 
aſſiſtance in her labour; ſhe had gone her full 
time, and on the tenth day after the eruptions of 
the ſmall pox was haſtily delivered of a child by 
the labour pains, who had no marks of the ſmall 
pox when born, but on the ſeventh day had 
the manifeſt ſymptoms, and afterwards, the dif- 
order in a very mild degree. The 6th day after 
the eruption of the putrid ſmall pox, on the 1 1th 
of April, 1774, I was called to attend a woman, 
who had ſuddenly miſcarried in the eighth month 
of her pregnancy of a dead child, on whom were 
evident marks of that diſorder ; the woman ſunk, 


and died in a few hours after the abortion. Vide 


dr. sMELLIE, vol, 2. no, 7. caſe i. and ii. 


[ni 1 | 5 

DR. LEAKE obſerves, that thoſe who are ſeized 
with the ſmall pox in the pregnant ſtate, have 
generally much more eaſy and expeditious labour, 
He relates many inſtances in which this hap- 
pened, and ſays, he never yet found it other- 
wiſe, in any caſe, where the labour was ſtrictly 
natural. He remarks, that this cannot be owing 
to the general weakneſs and relaxation of the 
body; in conſequence of which, the child meets 
with leſs reſiſtance in the birth; for if ſo, the 
uterus would participate of the effect, and its ex- 
pulſive force being diminiſhed, the labour, in- 
ſtead of being ſoon over, would probably be ren- 
dered more tedious and lingering. | 


[122 ] 


CASE XXI. 


IX the forenoon of the 7th of July, 1765. 

I was called to a lady, who, at the latter 
end of her fourth month, in conſequence of a 
fall from her horſe was ſeized with a flood- 
ing; ſhe complained of pain and weight in the 
lower part of her belly, ſickneſs, and an uneaſy 
ſenſation in her loins. I deſired ſhe might be 
immediately put to bed, and after taking away 

a ſmall quantity of blood from the arm, gave | 
her a mixture of the tincture of red roſes and 
ſyrupus e meconto, ordering her for her diet weak 
broth, rice gruel, and other proper nouriſh- 
ment; in the evening ſhe was much eaſier, and 
the hamorrhage ſeemed entirely reſtrained, till 
about twelve o'clock at night, when ſhe com- 
plained of flight pains, which recurred at ſhort 


intervals, 


131 
intervals, and the flux appeared again, but in no 


conſiderable quantity: upon which ſhe again 


took the medicine preſcribed for her in the morn- 
ing, and as before became more eaſy, and dozed 
quietly for ſome hours, when ſhe was awakened 


by the return of a flight pain, which ſoon went 


off, and ſhe continued eaſy till nine o'clock the 
next morning; when the hemorrhage increaſing, 
I was permitted to examine her, and found the 


os tince, notwithſtanding the diſcharge, cloſe 


ſhut, I had my apprehenſions of the caſe, and 
acquainted the patient's huſband and relations 
therewith, The pulſe was weak, and I did not 


chooſe to hazard a ſecond venæſection, therefore 


| tepeated the medicine, and filled the vagina with 
fine tow, ſoaked in oxycrate, by which the hamor= 


rhage, for the preſent, appeared checked, and 


the patient continued in a recumbent poſture, 
and free from pain till the next day at.noon, 


when I was ſent for, and found my application 


forced out of the vagina by ſharp pains, and the 
patient flooding very faſt; the os tincæ I now. 


found open enough to admit two fingers; ſhe was 
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much lower than I had ſeen her at any time be- 
fore, and appeared in a ſinking condition, I again 


apprized her friends of che danger, and obtained 
their conſent to attempt her delivery, which they 


ſeemed ſatisfied with the neceſſity of; and having 
Placed her in a proper poſture, by gentle degrees 


inſinuated my whole hand into the uterus, broke 


the membranes, obtained the feet, and extracted 
the child. The ſecundines, with much coagu- 
lated blood, ſoon after followed. The patient 


was of a tender, delicate habit, and full ten 
weeks before ſhe thoroughly recovered : ſoon after 


which ſhe again became pregnant, at which 
ſhe was much alarmed, and therefore, for ſome 


months after conception, by my advice, kept 


herſelf quiet, uſed but little exerciſe, and 


twice a day took a weak decoction of bark; and 


thus by caution and good management, was car- 
ried paſt the dangerous period to the full end of her 
tune, when ſhe had a natural and eaſy delivery, 


ny filling the vagina with tow dipped in ox- 
ycrate, I have often checked the uterme hemor- 
| h rhage 


( 125 1 


rliage when all other means have proved ineffee- 


tual, and particularly ſo about two years ago, in 
the caſe of a lady in this place, who had lain in 
about a fortnight, and who, without any otherappa- 
rent cauſe than waking in a hurry from a frightful 
dream, was all at once taken with a moſt alarm- 


ing flooding, The gentleman who had delivered 


her was ſent for, and to reſtrain the hemorrhage 


had very judiciouſly given her internal aſtrin- 


gent medicines, made uſe of ligatures to the ex- 


tremities, and cold ſtyptic applications to the 


parts and their neighbourhood, yet all to no 


effect: and in leſs than two hours cold ſweats 


and faintings came on, and the danger ſeemed fo 


preſling, that he adviſed my being called in; 


which I no ſooner was, than I ſtuffed the vagina 


full of doſſils of fine tow and oxycrate, kept the 


patient in a cool, till, horizontal poſture, gave 


her an opiate, and the flux was topped: on the 


third day afterwards the doſſils came away ſpon- 


taneouſly, the patient got ſtrength, had no return 


of the flux, and has fince got through two preg- 


nancies without any ſimilar complaint, —xoxr- 
a 5 MAN 


— 


© 
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MAN tells us he ſucceeded in ſtopping a profuſe 
uterine hemorrhage, which had withſtood every 
other method by paſſing up pledgets of lint dipped 
in a ſolution of the colcothar of vitriol as high 


into the vagina as poſſible j and as the patient 


afterwards conceived, and had a happy delivery, 


he obſerves, that the functions of the uterus were 


not in the leaſt injured by the ſtyptic power of 


this application.—LevatT hit upon a very odd, 


but ingenious expedient, in ſtopping a violent 


flooding after delivery, which otherwiſe would ſoon 


have proved fatal :—he introduced a piece of ice 
into the uterus, which being ſtruck with a ſudden 
chill immediately contracted, and put a ſtop to 


the hemorrhage. 


M. LE 5ROUX, an ingenious ſurgeon at pijox, 


in a work written profeſſedly on this ſubject“, de- 


pends chiefly on filling the vagina with doſſils of 


linen or -fine tow moiſtened with vinegar, In 


ſome caſes he has introduced them even into the 


uterus, and with good ſucceſs. 


© Obſeroations fur les pertes de ſang des femmes en couches, et 


ur les moyens de be guerir. 8vo. Dijon, 1776. 


CASE 


- 


CASE XXII. 


A WOMAN of a remarkable robuſt con- 
ſtitution, fin the fourth month of pregnancy, by 
overſtraining herſelf in the harveſt, was taken 
with a flooding, attended with hyſterical ſpaſms, 
and grinding pains in her back and belly. I was 
ſent for to her on the 27th of aucusr, 1765. 
being the day after the attack: the flooding 
had been copious, yet her ſtrength did not 
ſeem greatly impaired, and the pulſe being 
pretty full, I ventured to take a few ounces 
of blood from the arm, emptied the inteſtines 
with an emollient clyſter, and gave her an 
aſtringent mixture, A few hours after I called 
on her again, and was told that the flooding 
was much abated, and, that contrary to my ad- 
vice, ſhe had taken a walk into the fields. I 
O4 con- 
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condemned her conduct in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
and foretold that ſhe would have reaſon to re- 
pent of it, which accordingly happened; ſor in 
the evening the flooding returned with greater 
violence, and ſhe had a ſtrong hyſteric fit, 
followed by forcing pains. I examined her, 
and found the dilatation of the os tince ſcarcely 
ſufficient to admit the tip of my finger: I gave 
her a draught of the Peruvian decoQion, to 
which twenty drops of the tindlura thebdica were 
added, and deſired ſhe might be kept cool and 
quiet, and ſupplied with proper nouriſhment. This 
advice being carefully followed, and the flooding 
diſappearing in the morning, no perſuaſion could 
prevail on the woman to keep her bed, or even 
her room; ſhe declared herlelf perfectly well, 
again walked into the fields, and was again 
taken with all the ſymptoms as before, except that 
the flux was greater than at firſt, and the pulſe 
more feeble, ſo that ſhe fainted away: at this time 
the os tince was ſo much dilated, as to admit the 
ends of my two fingers ; placing the woman in 
a proper poſition, I ſoon gained admiſſion for 

| my 


e 
my whole hand, broke the membranes, and 
with little difficulty effected the delivery of the 
felus, the ſecundines ſoon followed, and in ten 
days ſhe was ſo well recovered as to purſue her 
domeſtic affairs, and has ſince borne ſeveral chil- 
dren. 
creaſed her flooding, by motion, ſhews the great 


The manner in which this woman in- 


neceſſity of reſt under ſuch threatening cir- 
cumſtances; and, notwithſtanding the event 
was more favorable, reminds us of a caſe of 
GIFFARD'S, 160, wherein he was ſo unfortunate - 


as to loſe the woman, after delivering the child, 


which he attributed to her reſlleſsneſs, and flinging 
herſelf from one ſide to the other; a circumſtance he 
adds, that much contributed to the draining ; for in 
theſe caſes, he juſtly obſerves, the patients ought 
always to keep themſelves quiet and till, which 
much contributes to the ſtopping any hemorrhage. 


FOR ABORTIONS in the fourth month of ute- 
rine geſtation, vide MAURICEAv, obſ. 57. 104. 164. 
235. 244. 362. 385. 414. 474. 551, dern obl. 
116, 144. 66g. dern obſ. 91. and La Morrx. obl. 

| 207. 
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fc ts 
207. 216, 217. 356. & 387.— CHAPMAN, 
caſe xiii, ſpeaks of a woman, who was taken 
with a flooding in the third month of a falſe 
conception, but was happily ſaved by being deli- 


vered of a firm fleſhy ſubſtance, —The experienced 

"LA MOTTE, to whoſe obſervations I have referred 
above, agrees with other writers, in the dange- 
: rous conſequences ariſing from a flooding, during 
pregnancy: and gives the caſe of a woman, who, 

by a fall, was ſeized with a flooding, which was 
ſtopped, and the woman preſerved by the imme- 

diate delivery of the child: he obſerves, that 

when the child is ſo ſmall, it is not material which 

part is brought away firſt; but when it is large, 

as from the fifth to the ſeventh month, he adviſes 


the membranes to be broke, and the child brought 
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viii. mr. JORDAN, of rorxsToxx, in a letter to 


the doctor, communicates- an account of a wo- 


4 man, who was four months gone with child; ſhe 
5 bad been troubled with a flight flooding at times, 
1 for the ſpace of three weeks, and miſcarried of a 
[| . | ſætus before he arrived; and he underſtood that 


T5 
l 1 
1 
178 
r 
. 
_ 
5 ff 


= 

* 4 
. 

4 — 

* 

1 4 
"if 
* U 

5 


— 


1 

the ſunis had ſeparated, and come away with the 
child : upon examination, he found part of the 
placenta in the vagina, ſo that the os internum was 
kept open, and that part which remained in the | 
uterus adhered ſo cloſely to it, that he could not 
ſeparate it without ſome difficulty: immediately 
aſter this ſeparation the woman was eaſed of her 
pain, but ſome time elapſed before ſhe recovered 
her ſtrength: in caſe ix, the ſame gentleman. gives 
almoſt a ſimilar inſtance of a flooding and miſ- 
carriage: alſo, caſe xi. mr. HENGEsTONE, of 
IPSWICH, in a letter to the doctor, deſcribes a 
woman in the fourteenth week of her pregnancy, 
whom he found much weakened by a flooding ; 
being able to introduce two fingers into the os 
internum he broke the membranes, in hopes, that 
by diminiſhing the contents of the uterus he 
might ſtay the hemorrhage; but was obliged to 
introduce his hand a ſecond time, and empty the 


womb of its contents, 


M. PUZOS, an eminent 
FRENCH writer, ſays, he has ſeen women, who 
. * evacuated each more than fix or ſeven pounds 
of blood in leſs than twelve hours, before the 


/ 
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* goum has been diſcharged ; therefore, ſays he, 


hen the patient has pains, and the os uteri is a 
© little open; when the floodings are attended 
« with weakneſs, and when there is no longer a 
doubt of the ſeparation of ſome parts of the 
* placenta, we ought to proceed to the delivery, 
* which is then neceſſary, and muſt be per- 
© formed, however little diſpoſition there ſhould 
« be towards it; becauſe, if we ſhould commit 


* this operation to nature, which always acts 


«4 flow in flooding, we ſhould loſe a deal of 


precious time,” — PORTAL, obſ. 8 1. relates 
the caſe of a woman, afflicted in early pregnancy 
with a violent flux of blood, followed by a fetus 
incloſed in its membranes, like an egg without 
the ſhell, 


1 133] 


CAS E XXIII. 


A T any period of pregnancy, a detachment 
of the placenta from the uterus muſt be productive 
of abortion, which oſtener happens during the firſt 
months than afterwards, but ſeldom ſo early as 
the ſixth or ſeventh week: a caſe of this kind 
occurred to me the 14th of reBruARY, 1766. 
the woman, according to her own calculation, 
which was as uſual from the laſt eruption of her 
menſes to the time of her abortion was about the 
ſeventh week; ſhe was of a delicate habit, and 
upon ſuffering a particular diſappointment in her 
affairs, ſpaſmodic contractions enſued, attended 
with a ſmall flooding, and at intervals ſlight 
pains in the belly, loins and thighs; the pulſe 
was weak and contracted: 1 deſired her ſtrength 
might be ſupported by nutritious fluids; ſuch as 


ſalep, 


34 1] 
ſalep, calf's feet jelly, and veal broth, taken 
cold without ſalt or ſpices; that her drink might 
be of a cooling kind, and her mind kept as com- 
poſed and ſtill as poſſible. I likewiſe recommended 
a decoction of the bark with an ohiate, to be 
taken at proper periods, and deſired that the 
cloths might be ſaved, I left her till ten 
© clock in the evening, when I found- that 
ſome large coagula had been diſcharged by the 
pains, Theſe were ſuppoſed to be the whole that 
could be expected to come away, as the attend- 
ants imputed the caſe to a falſe conception: this, 
however, was a point which did not appear ſuffi- 
ciently evident to me, and I again deſired the 
cloths might be preſerved for my further inſpec- 
tion, and the medicine repeated till I ſhould ſee 
her again in the morning; when, upon viſiting 
her, and examining the linen, I diſcovered an 
ovum, which contained an embrio about the ſize 
of a kidney bean, in which, by the help of a 
glaſs, the contours of the human figure in minia- 
ture were very curiouſly conſpicuous. The floods 


ing leſſened gradually, and the woman ſoon reco- 


vercd, | DR, 
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DR. BURTON has, with much accuracy, endea- 
voured to ſhew the regular progreſs of the fetus. 
MAURICEAU pretends to determine the propor- 
tional increaſe of fæti in utero; but his calcula- 
tions, at beſt, are very uncertain: and in obſ. 
297. he ſays he ſaw a fetus, of about ten weeks, 
that was alive, moved its arms and legs, and 
opened its mouth ; the whole ovum was as big as 
an hen's egg, from whence it may be judged to be 
about five or ſix weeks at moſt. — Hiro RATES, 


* HARTMAN, SCHURIGIUS, HARVEY, KERKRINGIUS, 
RIOLANUS, RUYSCH, and many other writers, are 
very curious upon the ſubject of embryology: and dr. 
Jonxsox has given no leſs than eighteen hiſtories 
of abortions, 1n all of which he had the curioſity 
to weigh the embrio and fetus, aud has given a 
very particular account of each. 


LA MOTTE, obſ. 208. informs us of a young 


woman about ſix weeks gone with child, who 


© M. u. c. DEC. iii. an. 9. & 10. obſ. ſays, an ovum, that 
was the length of a finger, was full of clear water, in which 
was an embrio, of the length of the lalt joint of the little 
knger, a; | 


was 


L 136 J 
was ſeized with a flooding after great fatigue and a 
fright ; the flux laſted two or three days, and at 


length was ſo great, as to require manual aſſiſtance, 
-which means ſhe was delivered of a kind of 
little bladder, like a hen's egg without a ſhell, 
wherein was a minute fetus of the bigneſs of a bee; 
the flooding leſſened gradually, and ſhe recovered, 


1N the courſe of my pradlice, I have often at- 
tended women with the ſigns of abortion, before 
the end of the third month; and frequently, 
when call'd in time, prevented a miſcarriage by 
bleeding, according to the ſtate of the caſe, 
keeping the patient in an horizontal poſition, and 
adviſing the proper uſe of aſtringents, opiates, 
corroborating and laxative medicines; but when 
the kemorrhage has been very ſudden and violent, 
wetting many cloths in an hour; the pains for- 
cing ; the patient's ſtrength much reduced, and 
her ſpirits depreſſed with grief; if ſhe was not 


young or healthy ; but of a lax or leucophlegmatic 

| habit; ſubje& to hyſterical diſorders, liable to 
faintings; or, when membranous appearances, 
attended 
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attended with pain, came away: with the ſangui- 
neous diſcharge, an exit of the ovum has generally 


enſued : and, indeed, under this laſt- mentioned 


eircumſtance, I never recollect to have met with 


an inſtance, in which the woman did not miſ- 


carry; correſpondent with which remark, I find 


the opinion of the experienced dr. LEA KE, who 
ſpeaking of the falſe chorion's inveſting the exte- 
rior ſurface of the placenta, &c. ſays, that jt may 
be laid down as a practical rule, without an ex» 
ceþtion, that whenever a large quantity of this 


tender vaſcular membrane comes away, attended - 


with pain and a ſanguineous diſcharge, it infal- 
libly denotes a ſeparation of the placenta from the 


wterus, and the patient will therefore neceſſarily 


miſcarry. 


rox examples of abortions, from the eighth 


to the tenth. week, vide MAURICEAu, obſ. 77. 


154. 297. 308. 694. dern obſ. 20. & 144. and 
GIFFARD, obſ. 154. | . 


- _ D10N1s, ſpeaking of the after birth in an abor- 
tion at the end of two or three months, obſerves, 
P chat 


* 
2 


ä 


r 


ence, that, in all abortions at or about the third 


— 


e 
that if it comes not away of itſelf, tis not 


Worth while to be concerned at it, for it is not 
big enough, he ſays, to occaſion any mortal 


ſymptoms.— In ſome caſes it may happen to the 
conttary; but, I am of opinion, from experi- 


month bf pregnancy, the placenta will generally 
come away with the fetus; or, ſo ſoon after it, 
as ſcarcely ever to make its retention an objed 
of very material conſequence. | 
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CASE XXIV. |, 


COMMUNICATED 
in a LETTER ro THE LATE 


DR, COLIN MACKENZIE, 


ab. zyLT, 1766. 
5 DEAR SIR, 1 | 


ae Prxuir me to felate a very 
4 extraordinary caſe, which occurred to me the 
„ 21, of laſt month. The wiſe of a tradeſman 
in an adjoining village, was ſuddenly, without 

any apparent cauſe, attacked with a flooding in 
_ * the eighth month of pregnancy; the dif- 
P 2 charge 
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* charge was at firſt but very trifling, and a mid- 
„wife was ſent for, who finding ſhe had no 
«*pains, took little farther notice of the caſe, but 
left the patient, and defired to be called again 
* when ſhe had pains, as nothing, ſhe aſſerted, 
* could be done without them. 'T'wo days thus 
* elapſed, in which time the flux had increaſed ſo 
© much, that ſhe had wetted ſeveral cloths; and 
* finding herſelf now and then in pain, and be- 
„ing weakened by the diſcharge, the midwife 
vas ſent for again, and examined her; but not 
„being able to give any ſatis factory account of 
the matter, the huſband, after much perſua- 
* ſion, prevailed on his wife to let him come for 
„me; it unluckily happened, that at that time, I | 
” was fix miles from home. The man, however, 
* came after me, and I made the utmoſt ſpeed 
with him to his houfe; where, juſt as we 
« arrived, the midwife met us at the door, arid 
was afraid ſhe ſaid, I was come too late, for 
the woman was flooding to death, and ſhe could 
feel no child, Her neglect in not ſending 
** ſooner, became the lubject of ſome alterca- 


* tion 
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tion between her and the huſband; whilſt 1 
-« viſited the patient, and found the flux had | 
been very violent; but the pulſe was not fo 
low as might have been expected. and the Wo- 
% man, who before had been terrified with the 
-+ imprudent prognoſtic of the midwiſe, ſeemetl 


e now to entertain a dawn of hope from my 
aſſiſtance. I examined her, and found the 0s 
-* tince largely dilated; and, by the touch of a 
„ ſoſt, pappy ſubſtance, perceived it to be the 
placenta which preſented. I immediately ae- 
* quainted the huſband of the danger, fore- 
„warned him that the event was extremely un- 
certain, and. that I thought the delivery ſhoutd 
not be deferred, but wiſhed for the advice 4 
and aſſiſtance of an experienced man midwife, | 
„% whom I named to him; he rejected my pro- 
* poſal, obligingly declaring, he was reſolved to 
n truſt in me alone, and if his wife died that he 
* would not blame me. This was a confidence, 


however, which I could gladly have diſpenſed 
with, and which fill'd me with much care and 
* anxiety ; the woman ſuddenly fainted away, 
ce Ps The 
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« The emergency of the caſe ſeemed every 
© moment mote preſſing, and finding that imme- 
« diate delivery was the laſt expedient to fave the 
«patient; I placed her in a proper poſture, and 


* gently endeavoured to inſmuate my hand into 


i the uterus, by the fide of the protruding pla- 


*centa, but it was fo firmly attached all round to 


the cervit uteri, that I was reluctantly obliged 
* to uſe ſome force in paſſing by it; having done 


-4-which, I ruptured the membranes, and immedi- 
* ately found one of the child's hands in mine; 
4 but the feet being the object of my enquiry 


J paſled it by, ſearched for, and brought 


them down into the vagina. and effected the 


66 birth, as is uſual in preternatural caſes. The de- 
** livery took me up exactly ſix minutes; during 


which time, the woman had two fainting fits, 


and from the laſt, I really thought ſhe never 
4 would have recovered; but ſoon after the 
* birth had the happineſs to ſee her revive a lit- 
* tle, and take a ſmall glaſs of red wine and 
% water. As there could be no doubt of the en- 
© tire ſeparation of the placenta from the uterus, 
and 


In 
« « and the hemorrhage ſtill continued, I thought 


it beſt to loſe no time in the delivery of it, 
therefore brought it forth with all poſſible care 
and expedition, The flooding ſtopped imme- 
* diately on the delivery; ſince which it is now 
* a fortnight; and as the woman is naturally of a 
« good conſlitution, and every day gets fironger, 


« T have no doubt of her thorough recovery; 


the child, which was ſmall and weakly; lur- 
% vived Oy five . 1 
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THE ANSWER, 
* DEAR 878. 


* . 


55 1 AM favoured with your caſe of 
* the placenta preſentation, attended with a flood- 
ing, which is one of the moſt melancholy caſes. 
that the practice can afford; for whenever 
« there is an adheſion of the placenta to the cervix 


* or os uteri, the worſt conſequences may be 


* 


1 dreaded.— The expeditious manner of delivere 


ing the child was the undoubted means of 
« ſaving the mother's life as the hemorrhage 
= recurred, you was juſtified in bringing away 
10 the placenta without loſs of time. —An un- 
« happy inſtance of the like kind, with this 
difference only, that the woman had got to her 

* full 
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* full term, came to my ſhare about two years 
wo ago—another praditioner was employed. who, 
« finding the placenta offer, ſent for me; the wo- 
** man had flooded very freely, was much weak- 
u ened, and at times had little pains ; the os in- 
* ternum was ſufficiently dilated, to diſtinguiſh | 
« the preſenting body, and a ſpeedy delivery <4 
was agreed on between us as the ſaſeſt expedi- | 
«ent; but the inſtant the © os internum was : 
hy firetched for the introduction of the hand, the 
flux came on ſo rapidly, that although =o | 
„ moment was delayed in the delivery of the 
child and ſecundines, the woman expired ere 
the "firſt was well over — provideritially ſuch ; 
VP? cafes rarely happen, I — you on 
44 your ſucceſs ; - and am, ke. 
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„  GIFFARD, caſe xviii, ſpeaks of a woman, who 
flooded, and had been ſeized with convulſions; 


he found the placenta ſeparated from the womb, - 

and at the os internum : upon which he paſſed up 

his hand, delivered the child by its feet; asm 
| | 


| L 246 1 
faved the mother: alſo caſe 1 15. he mentions 2 
flooding in the eighth month, in which he ſuc- 


ceeded by turning the child, and bringing it 


footling ; and here he firſt begins to entertain an 
idea, that the placenta ſometimes adheres to the 
as internum, and not always to the fundus uleri, ace 
cording to the almoſt general opinion of writers on 
this ſubject before his time: caſe cxyi. furniſhes 
him with afreſh proof of the placenta's adheſion to 
the os internum; he paſſed bis hand by it into the 
uterus, and by delivering footling, ſaved both 
mother and child: caſe cxli, he ſpeaks of a 


flooding in the eighth month; the child was 


brought ſootling, but the woman died nine hours 
after the delivery: his caſe ccxv. repreſents a very 


bad flooding preceding delivery; wherein the 
child was brought forth, but the mother died ſoon 
after its birth? ind in caſe ccxxiv. he gives a 
flogding previous io the delivety; when upon 
paſſing his hand through the os interuum he felt 
Part of the placenta adhering round about it, 
awhich induced him to give an opinion in a point 
of 119w1FERY, in which he differs from moR of the 
authors 


L 147 J 
authors who had witttew on that ſubjec; it is 
generally believed, he ſays, that the ovimm, after 
its impregnation and ſeparation from the ovariun, - 
and its paſſing through the ba falloptana, always 
adheres and is fixed after ſome time to the fun- 
this uteri; in this cafe, the placenta adhered and 
was fixed cloſe to and round about the cervix = 
uteri, as he had found it in many other caſes; 
fo that upon a dilatation of the os uteri, a ſepara- 
Boi has always followed, and hence a flooding | 
naturally enſues: it has been obſerved; continues 
this author, that the ovwn, if it is Nopped in the 
tubs fullopiana, and does not readily pals through, 
will ſometimes adhere to the tube, (tho it is very 
rarely it ſo happens) and there makes its idus, 
and a ſœlus will be formed there; of which he 
has given an inſtance, where a. fetus was formed, 
and contained ſeveral months in à ſacrulus out of 
the womb; fo likewiſe, if the ovim paſſes thre” 
the tube, and falls into the womb, it may adhere 
to the ſides of it, or near its neck, as well as to 


the bottom; but moſt commonly it is xed at the 
bouom of the womb, as being the part where 
* che 
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the blood veſſels are largeſt and moſt plentiful, 
| whereby the fetus muſt, of conſequence, receive 
moſt nouriſhment. After giving this opinion, 
he cloſes the caſe which led to it, by informing 
us, that he brought the child, which was dead, 
footling, and ſaved the mother: it is in his caſe 
clvii. that G6trranD relates the particular hiſtory of | 
the ſætus contained in a ſacculus without the womb, 
and protruded thro! the anus; cyeRIANus has a 
f ſurprizing caſe, wherein he ſaved a woman with 
an extra uterine fetus. Vide SMELLIE'S extra ule= 


rine fetuſſes, vol. ii. coll. 5. charuAx allo, p. 
ö 129. produces an extraordinary inſtance of a 
] | child that was. delivered at the anus, about fix 
j 1 or ſeven months old;—there is likewiſe an ac- 
1 | = count of an extraordinary abortion, by mr. 
| | MoONR&o, in the Medical Eſſays and Obſerva- 
N | tions of bab, and of hemorrhages of the 
1118 | womb, ſtopped by pulv. heir. Helvetii, given 
in drops according to the exigencies of the caſe; 


þ 1 it is much recommended by dr. ALEXANDER 
| 1 THOMPSON, of MONT ROSE; who alſo tells us, 
that. he has preſcribed it in the fluor albus, and 

| — been 


- 
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been farprized at its good effects: and, that it is 


compoſed of equal quantities of the alum and 
fanguis draconis, the alum being firſt melted in a 
crucible, and the ſanguts  draconts added to it, 
and then powdered together in a mortar. How 
contrary to this practice is the opinion of dr. 


LEAKE, Who appeals to common experience for 


the injury done by flyþtic medicines given to re- 


ſtrain internal kemorrhages; and endeavours to 


prove, by their action on the vaſcular ſyſtem, 


. that they muſt neceſlarily increaſe the flooding. 


He gives a caſe, in which ſacc. ſaturni was par- 


ticularly injurious to a lady labouring under the 
Fluor albus, as well as an immoderate flow of the 


menſes; inſtead therefore of bracing the yaſcular 
ſyſtem by fiypttes, he recommends ſedatiues: 


- this end, he adviſes the fourth part of a grain - | 


emetic tartar to be given, and repeated by due 


intervals, ſo as only to excite a flight. nauſea 


without vomiting: alſo, the ſaline draught with 
nitre; or, the ſal ſedativus of HampuRcn,. from 
_ five grains to a ſcruple. Much reſpect is due to 


dr. Traxx for his obſervations on the nature and 


treatment 


2 


„ 

treatment of uterine hamorrhages ;*and, it were fin- 
cerely to be wiſhed, that the practice he has here 
recommended was eftabliſhed beyond a doubt; 
eſpecially, as it is well known, according to his. 
own aſſertion, that internal hemorrhages will often, 
at laft entirely ceaſe, without the aſſiſtance of any 
medicines whatever, eſpecially when profuſe, In 
the Medical Obſervations and Inquines, art. 32. 
P. 369. we meet with a curious caſe of an extra 


uterine fatus, deſcribed by mr. Jonx zA, ſurgeon 
at NEW YORK, in a letter to dr. JOHN FOTHERGILLyg 
and by him communicated to the fociety : and in 
the fame uſeful and inſtructive collection, vol. iii. 
art. 33. P. 341. the account of an extra uterine 
Fetus is given in a letter to dr. HUNTER, by mr. 
WILLIAM HEY, at LEEDS. Dr. SMELLIE, vol. iii. 
no. 8. Caſe iii. gives an inſtance of a violent he- 
morrhage in the eighth month of pregnancy; the 
acenta preſenting at the os uteri, and by the neg- 
lect of an eminent doctor it proved fatal to the 
poor woman ; notwithſtanding our author brought 
away the fætus in the mokt tender, careful, and ex- 
peditious manner: in caſe x. of the ſame no. wealſo 

meet 
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meet with an inftance of a flooding; the pla- 
centa preſented ; the woman was delivered by mr. 
an. who ſent the doctor the hiſtory of the caſe, 
and the woman recovered beyond expeAation;— 
Mr. uunck, of rIruobrk, in letters to dr. unt 
LIE, has given four caſes of flooding; in the third 
of which the woman was attacked with a flooding 
in the eighth month; the (child's arm pre- 
ſented ; the child was delivered footling, and 
the woman recovered: and in the laſt cafe, the 
placenta preſented, the woman was in imminent 
danger, the child was brought footling, and the 
woman recovered : alſo, in caſe 16. in a letter 
from dr. ——, is given an account of a flood- 
ing, in which the Placenta prefented; the fetus 
was immediately turned, the feet brought down, 
the body and head delivered; but iu fpite of all 
his endeavours bad ſymptoms ſupervened, and 
the woman died on the fourth day after her deli- 
very, —= dokra, in his ſecond obſervation, has 
mentioned the caſe of a woman, who was afflicted 
with an exceſſive flooding in the eighth mont. 
her time; ſhe was in the greateſt danger, he there- 


fore 
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fote introduced his hand, broke the membranes} 
which were full of water; and after having found 


the child's feet delivered the woman, but the child 
was dead: in obſ. 29. he gives another inſtance of 


a uterine flux preceding labour, which had conti 
nued three weeks ſucceſſively; he found the plas 
centa in the neck of the womb, a violent pain 
forced the head thro' the after-burden, and he 
ſafely delivered the woman: not long after 
which he tells us, he was called to a gentlewo- 
man in the eighth month, alſo labouring under 
the ſame circumſtances, whom he likewiſe ſafely 
delivered: in obſ. 39. he was more unfortu- 

nate in the caſe of a gentlewoman, whom he 
found without either ſenſe or motion, having 
been afflided with a violent flux of blood nine- 
teen days ſucceſſively; ſhe had no chance left 
but that of a ſpeedy delivery, which he effected 
without much difficulty, but the patient died ſoon 


after: in obſ. 41. we find he likewiſe delivered a 


woman near her full time, labouring under a vio- 
lent flux of blood, and with much difficulty ſaved 


her: in obſ. 51. he tells us of the delivery of a 


woman, 
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woman, reduced to the utmoſt danger of her life 


by reaſon of a moſt violent flux of blood; * 
broke thro' the membranes, and with ſome diffi- | 
culty delivered the child, both which, as well as 
its mother, did well: and here our author, after 
adviſing a ſpeedy delivety in all caſes where the 


uterine haemorrhage is very violent, makes the 
following curious obſervation : ** that among all 
the different ſorts of non. natural births, our 
preſent caſe is one of the leaſt difficult; becauſe. 
the membranes not being broken beſore you meet 
with the child in the waters, it muſt conſequently 
eaſily be turned after their opening; belides, © 
that the coming away of the waters moiſteüs tlie 


1. 


paſſages, 1 S n the e del. | 


N 


ix ſuch caſes as he here recites, can any thing 


be more ſhocking than che apparently perilous | 
tate of both parent and oftspring, at a time 
when they are mutually parting (by the gtadual 
ſtream or haſty flood) with the very efſence' of 
their exiſtence; the mother, perhaps, fearcely 

| Q ſaved 
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ſaved with the greateſt ſkill, judgment, od; dex- 
terity; and the child, notwithſtanding the-utmaſh 
care ang tenderneſs, moſt probably deſtined to 
premature deſtruction 3. the uterine flux, together, 


* the evacuation of the waters by the rupture; 


of the membranes, will undoubtedly. occaſion ſuch. 
a relaxation of the, parts, ag to leſſen the muſ- 
cular reſſſance to the entrance of the hand; but 
will the feeling and conſiderate, praQitioner (and 
I uuſt, there are very few, without the fineſt. 
feelings and moſt tender conſideration) take upon 
him to declare ſuch births the leaſt; difficult 


and tremendous, which muſt, neceſſarily fill the 


mind with the moſt ſenſible care and anxiety. 


But, on the other hand, in ſome meaſure to mi- | 


tigate this ſtricture, perhaps it is neceſſary to con- 
fine our authors meaning, merely to the operation 
of delivery alone. 


IN obſ. 69. of the laſt· mentioned author, is de- 
ſcribed the delivery of a woman, eight months 
gone wich child, who, by a violent flux of blood, 
was reduced to a miſerable condition, and with 

much 


t M* 


much difficulty [avec after lle Had aahitied tue 


child by its feet: and in his laſt obſervation, he 
mentions tlie delivery of 's benen omen foiled) 
with a violent flux of blood in lle ſeventh moni 
of her time: and aftetwatds' again, towards the 
eighth month; in both which cafes the pa- 
tient, although in che gteateſt danger, was 
ſafely deliveretl, and reſtored to Her former Health: : 
in the year 1685, he likewiſe affirins to habe de- 
livered no leſs tian five women under che ſamé 
circumſtances, aud not one tied: Vide LA norrz 
chap. 16. obſ. 8 238, 239, 2 2 


S 


The following inſläbee of e placenta pre- 
ſenting before the head of the child occurred 
to dr. jonxsO, in Mar 1757. hen he came, 
he found the head of the child clofe to the os 
vagineæ, preceded by the membranes, diſtended 
wich the luer amiii, and a part of the placenta 
extending from the pubes, moſtly from one fide of 


the ſymphj/is before part of the head. The patient 
had been in labour three hours, during which 
time, though the os uteri had been) gradually di- 
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lating, and the head advancing along the pelvis, * 
yet there had not enſued any confiderable 
loſs. of blood, for there was not one cloth wet: 


but whilſt the head came through the 05 vagine, 
the diſcharge was ſo. copious as to wet three, 


notwithſtanding the time was but very ſhort; 
for having broke the membranes cloſe to the 
edge of the placenta, which was now not far 
from the centre-of the orifice, the liquor amnii 
flowed, and by the help of three or four pains 
the child came forth, immediately attended by 
the ſecundines : the child was but of a ſmall ſize, 
and judging from circumſtances, had probably 
died about the beginning of labour. 
MAURICEAU, in bis chapter of floodings, ad- 
viſes ſpeedy delivery as the only means to ſave 
the woman and child under ſuch alarming acci- 
dents: — and GUILLEMEAU, in chap. 13. of his 
ſecond book of happy deliveries, makes mention 
of ſix or ſeven hiſtories to confirm this verity. 
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F EBRUARY 19, 1769. I was ſent for to a 
woman who was about ſix months gone with child, 
and from a fright two days before had been 
ſeized with a flooding z the ſyſtem was weakened 
by repeated miſcarriages, and ſhe had never be- 
fore proceeded farther chan the fourth month: 


ſhe was taken with continual pains . in her 


back and belly, attended with retchings and | 
frequent ſhiverings ; ſhe had flooded ſo much 


as ta be quite languid and faint, and at 
times had cold ſweats. The pains were now 
ſmall, with regular intermiſſions, and bore down; 
her belly it was obſerved was greatly ſunk; ſhe 


had not felt the child for many hours, 'and "a LT 
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complained or the ſenſation. of a large looſe 


lump falling from fide to fide as ſhe moved. Con- 
Gdering her former late of health and preſent 


ſituation, I gave it, as my opinion, that there 


was little or no probability to ſave her, even by 


delivery; but, that I thought it ought to be at- 


tempted, as the only method which could give 
her a chance of life, and without doing it was 
to ſurrender her to certain death. Having met 
with the full concurrence of her huſband and 
relations, after lubricating my hand, I paſſed it up 
to the 0s utert, which I dilated gently with my fin- 
gers, ſo as caſily to obtain a paſſage for my whole 


hand into the uterus, where, upon rupturing the 


membranes the child's feet preſepted, which 1 
ee * 8 and the body and 
came away yells inflantly the child was livid, 
and appeared to have been ſome time dead; for 


| many hours after the delivery, although the hes 
morrkage was but very trifling, it was difficult 


to keep life in the patient ; lometimes the pulſe 
was totally eee and ſhe bad ſearcyly 
power 
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WA 
power to fallow a tea ſpoonful be any li liquid; the 
pulſe, kowever, gradually returned, and got more 
ſtrength as the draining abated, and after ſome 
time ſhe could ſwattowalarge ſpoonful at a time of 


. a cordial mixture 1 had prepared for her; by the 


help of every ſuitable remedy, which her weak 
condition required, and a diet of che moſt nutri- 
tious kind, in about five months after her deli- 
very ſhe recovered a ſtate of health beyond ex- 
pectation; but becoming again pregnant, alho 
every means were uſed, which a tender and re- 


laxed habit required, and proper precaution taken 


to prevent ſhocks of every kind, ſhe unhappily 


contracted a puirid fore throat, ſuddenly miſcar- 
ned in the beginning of the fifth month, and 
died of flooding i in a very few hours after; and 
I was informed, that the marks of putrefaction 
were che next day ſo intolerable offenſive; 2 as, tO. 
make it neceſſary to inter the corpſe with. all 
_ totivenient ſpeed. — 1a Morrz, obl. 213. gives 


the caſe of a woman, ſeized with. a great 
flooding in the ſixth. month, of hex time; he 
Wall the arm of the child, hanging out of 
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the vagina, which he returned, and found the 
feet ; but, votwithſtanding this, the os tincæ was 
ſo hard and inflexible, as to prevent the delivery, 
til he had made a decoction of ſome emollient 
ingredients, over which che patient was to ſit on 
a cloſe ſtool; by which means the orifice was 
relaxed, and he introduced his hand without any 
trouble, took hold of the feet, and drew them 
out with eaſe. The woman, he adds, was 
abroad ſix days aſter, as if nothing had been che 
matter with her.—In dr. SMELLIE'S ad vol. no. 2. 
caſe vii. we meet with the account of a woman 
he: attended, who was very much weakened by a 
conſtant draining of blood from the uterus, which 
had begun two months after conception: the os 
uteri being open, and the membranes puſhed 
down, with the waters, theſe laſt were. pierced 
with a pair of ſciſſars, and the waters being diſ- 
| charged, the uterus contracted ſo, that its veſ- 
ſels no longer poured forth their contents, and 
came in contact wich the body of the child, 
which was delivered when the pains returned, 
In the third volume of the ſame author, no. 2, 
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caſe i. he mentions the caſe of a woman he was 


ſent for to, who was attacked with an hæmor- 
rage from the uterus in the ſixth month of preg- 
nancy, occaſioned by a fall from a horle; 
the diſcharge at firſt was ſmall, but, the next 
evening it was increaſed with flight trainings, 


which, . however, by proper care, abated ; but, 


nevertheleſs, for ſeveral days ſhe had a bloody 
' ſerum continually draining ; and eight days 
aſter ſhe received the fall he was called in 
great haſte, when ſhe had diſcharged a large 
coagulum of blood, followed by a violent flood- 
ing, which ſtill continued. He adviſed another 


gentleman of the profeſſion to be called, who 


came accordingly, and, it was their joint opi- 
nion, that it was neceſſary to deliver her as ſoon 
as poſlible ; but the 0s uteri not being dilatable, 
the attempt proved, for the preſent, ineffectual, and 


it was agreed to keep her alive by ſuitable nou- 


riſhment, till the parts ſhould grow more ſoft and 


yielding, or the labour become more vigorous ; 


the flooding returned about nine or ten at night, 
but was ſoon reſtrained by fifteen drops of liquid 
. laudanum. 


, * * * 
r ern, 


— - = 
„„ r c DANG OC DIPS ST fsb 


18 J. | 
landahvm. She continued in this way for three 
-days, the flooding returning four or five times, 


and abating on repeating the draught. At "the 


end of this period ſhe wes again attacked with 
Another Widledt Eiſckithe, which Aid not abate 
40 formerly ; now finding the os uteri ſofter, and, 
to appearance, more yielding, a fecond trial was 


made, and the hand introduced into the uterns, 


the membranes Srokk Wie child was delivered. and 
the woman faved With much difficulty, after con- 
tinuing many days in a weak and low condition. 

0frAl, obſ. 43. ſpeaks of a woman he was 

called to in the fixth month of her reckoning, 
who was troubled with a viblent flux of blood, 
hen he found it neceſſary to deliver by fearching 
for the child's feet, which he found, and accom- 


_ pliſhed the delivery in che uſual matmet, ahd 


ihe woman did weil. 
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CASE XxvI. 


Azornons, from che ſirch to the end of the 
ninth month, it is generally allowed are attended 


with more danger to the mother than at any earlier 


period of pregnancy; and through the whole of 
his practice it has been obſerved, that the ſkilful 
man- midwife will ſeldom meet a trial, which 
can prove a truer criterion of his {kill and dex- 


terity, than that of conduQiing his patient ſ afely | 


through a caſe of this kind, when happening be- 
tween the ſixth and feventh month; becauſe the 
cavity of the uterus is commonly ſo ſmall, and 


its orifice ſo very thick, and ſometimes rigid, as 


but ſeldom to admit the hand with ſuck facility 


and quickneſs as ſometimes the exigency of the 


caſe requires, e. g. MARCH 14, 1770, I was 
called io a woman who was between fix and 


ſeven 
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ſeven months gone with child, and 4 three 
days before, was attacked with a flooding, which 


ſhe impuled to: a violent cough. The flooding had 
been copious, but it was now ſomewhat abated. 


She was rather plethoric, tho naturally of a good 


conſtitution; and although ſhe had loſt much 
blood by the flux, the pulſe was ſtill in a ſlate to 
juſtify venæſection, which I performed, and, on 


examination; found the aperture of the os tince, 


but very ſmall, thick and rigid to the touch. 1 
deſired ſhe might be kept ſtill and eaſy, and that 


night gave her a few grains of phil. ſaponac. and 
as ſhe objected to its form as a pill, diſſolved it, 
and gave it her in a draught of agu H ſſopii. 1 
alſo ordered her a pedoral drink of fliced figs 


and ſtoned raiſins, together with a pectoral 


mixture, of . which I recommended the taking 
two or three ſpoonsful when the cough was moſt 
troubleſome, I. called on her in the morning, 
and was pleaſed to hear ſhe had reſted better 
than for many nights before; that the cough as: 
much appeaſed, and the flooding had been but 
little. 1 e my plan of giving her opiates at 

| night, 


1 11 


night, and peQorals occaſionally, beſides Jaying : 
proper injunRions on her diet and regimen, | As 
the flooding for five days had been very trifling, 


recurring in ſmall quantities, perhaps once or 


twice only in twelve hours; and the ſlate of the 
pulſe, to which I paid particular attention, re- 
mained tolerably good, I began to conceive 


hopes of entirely reſtraining the hemorrhage, 
and of ſafely conducting her to her full time. 


As ſhe lived at a diſtance, and from mo- 


tives of ceconomy, deſired my attendance at 


ſuch times only as ſhe ſhould: ſend to deſire it, 


I heard nothing more from her till three weeks 


after my laſt viſit, when I was ſuddenly called 
upon to attend her with all ſpeed, as the flooding. 
had returned, and ſhe was in great danger. 1 


underſtood upon the road by the meſſenger, that 


another practitioner had the day before acciden- 
tally called in upon her: and, although he was 
told that I had attended her, and ſaw my medi- 
cines in the houſe, he very officiouſſy adviſed 
another bleeding, which was performed, and à 
greater quantity of blood taken away than the 
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patient's ſtrength could bear; for the ovine has 
morrhage was much increaſed, attended with no! 
pains but an emiſſion of coagula. The pulſe 
was much ſunk, and the woman reduced to 


extreme danger: upon examination, the os tince' 
felt: thick: and rigid, but was- enough dila- 
ted ſor the admiſſion of two fingers; She was' 
ſeized with a fainting: fit; I informed the pa- 
tient's friends of her danger, and deſired the 
aſſiſtance of a gentleman of long experience in 
the practice of mipwiFtry; Who was immedi- 
ately ſent for, but at chat time ſo much indiſpoſed 
as not to be able to go abroad; The buſineſs: 
was now become very ſerious, and of the laſt: 
importance, there was no time to be loſt; the: 


diſcharge increaſed, another | fainting fit enſued, 
and the woman appeared to be linking apace: 1 


upon which I. employed my utmoſt efforts to 


gain admittance into the uterus for my whole 


hand, which I could not effect without much 


trouble: upon rupturing the membranes a prodi- 
gious quantity of waters iſſued fotth; I found the 
head preſented to my hand, I puſhed it up, and? 
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paſſing 
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paſſing by it, ſound the ſeet: but do not remem- 
ber to have met with greater: difficulty in any 
preternatural N del iyery, that ever decurred to me, 
being obliged, to employ; the blunt book, both 
in the. delivery of the ſhoulders and head, o- 
ing, I. apprehend, ſolely to the; ſtubborn xefiſ<? 
tance of the os, uteri; for the: pelvis was: well! 
ſormed, the child but ſmall, and the woman 
had before. brought two children at their full 
time;, the child; appeared to have been, dead! 


ſome. time; the ſymptoms · continued, and the 


ſccundines not following the delivery, Lintro-: 


duced my hand and brought them away. The 
woman revived ſoon after the delivery, and drank 
2 cupfull of warm rheniſh wine and! water ſor 
many , weeks aſter, ſhe. continued: in a lom and 
weak way; but by, the help of reſtorative me- 


dicines, and a nouxiſhing diet, at length reco - 


vered; and ſeems truly ſenſible, that ſhe muſt 
inevitably have periſhed, if means to ſave her 
had been longer delayed. MAURIC AU remarks, 
that where the orifice of the womb was ſoft, chin, 
and equal, the patient generally recovered; but if 
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the contrary, ſhe often died. —r i is of the ſame 


opinion, and pronounces death to the patient 


from his own experience, when violent force, in 
ſuch caſes, is employed to dilate the os uteri: 
- this caſe, however, happily proved one exception | 
to the rule, which that experienced accoucheur 
has \ deduced from his own praQtice.—This caſe 
was communicated in 4 letter to dr. MACKENZIE, . 
who approved of my conduct in the treatment of 
{ the patient: and aſks, if the difficulty of deli- 
1 very, as the child had been ſome time dead, 
| might not proceed from its being ſwelled? but as 
did not ſee that the child was in any part par- 
tumified, I think it is moſt likely, the 


trouble which enſued, aroſe from the uncommon 
thickneſs of 
contains an inſtance of a flooding in the ſeventh 


month, wherein the mother was reduced to the 
L 1 laſt extremity, but was delivered by turning the 


e 0s Uteri.—GIFFARD'S Caſe 120. 


0 child, and at length recovered. In cafe 186. of 

| j the ſame author, we meet with another flooding | 
0 in the ſeventh month, where the child was 
| | brought footling, was dead, and the woman re- 
3 | Lt covered, 
0 | 

5 


tote 1 eons 
covered. And in his laſt caſe, he alſo treats 
of a flooding, where one arm and part of the 
Placenta ſlipped down below the os internum ; the 
patient was in the ſeventh month of her preg= 
nancy; he delivered the child by its ſeet, and the 
placenta being detached from the uterus, eaſily 
followed the birth of the child; notwithſlanding 
which, the unhappy woman continued draining, 
and died ſoon aſter the delivery.ä—Dr. $MELLIE; 
vol. 3. no. 2. caſe ii. gives an account of his 
being called to a woman who was attacked with 
a flooding in the ſeventh month of pregnancy. 
She had flooded for ſeveral days; at lefigth, 
fainting aud cold ſweats coming on, the doctor, 
at the defire of her friends, with the moſt for- 
lorn hope of ſucceſs, delivered the fetus, but 
not without uſing ſuch a degree of force as to 
tear the os uteri, which gave him much con- 
cer, as in an inſtance of a fimilar kind, the 
woman died ſoon after ; but here, contrary to his 
expectation, conſidering the low condition ſhe | 


was in at the delivery, this patient recovered. 
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ror further examples of uterine hamorrhages, 
ſee the celebrated yorrman, vol. ili. p. 18g. 
obſ. 1. Grand, caſes 19. 25. 41. 82. 84. 85. 
| 88. 135. 184. 208. & 209,—CHAPMAN, Cale 10. 
recites three diſtreſſing inſlances; one, of a per- 
ſon, who died by flooding three weeks before her 
account, altho' he delivered the child footling 
but ſhe had loſt ſo much blood before he was 
conſulted, that ſhe expired in the moment of 
delivery : the ſecond, of a gentlewoman, who 
alſo died by flooding, occaſioned by her deli 
very being delayed: and the third, of a lady, 
who died in the ſame way, thro' the ignorance 
and obſtinacy of the midwife, and by loſing of 
blood at the arm in two ſeveral operations, 
although ſhe had ſuſtained the loſs of prodi- 
gious quantities of blood by the uterine diſcharge, 
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E. M. was taken in labour about fix. in 
the morning of the 24th. of ocrokkR, 1772, 
and ſoon after ſent for the midwife who uſed to 
attend her; the pains continued but trifling till 
eight o'clock the following morning, when they 
recurred much {ſharper and faſter, and the mem- 
branes ſuddenly giving way the waters were eva- 
cuated : ſoon after which a duplicature of the ſu- 
nis prolapſed into the vagina, and a flooding be- 
gan, which was at firſt very moderate, and ſo 
{lightly regarded by the midwife, that ſhe attri- 
buted it to the ſhews, and accounted it a good ſign; 
and was ſo very ignorant of her buſinels, that 
tho' ſhe found the funi in the vagina, ſhe had uot 
eſteemed it a matter of much conſequence: at 
length, however, the flooding increaſed, and the 

R 2 woman 
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woman grew weaker and fainted away, which ſoon 
filled the friends and attendants with appre- 
henſions for her ſafety, and they thought it 
proper to require my aſſiſtance. The midwife 
could give no account of what part pre- 
ſented, and took not the leaſt notice of the ſitu- 
ation of the funis, which I found prolapſed 
without the vagina, at leaſt, to the length of three 
inches, and diſcovered by the touch, a round, ſoft 
body, with a ſeparation in the middle; being the 
nates which preſented, anteriorly to the mother : 
and indeed they could not be well miſtaken, both 
-by the ſmooth and fleſhy feel, and the great 

diſcharge of the meconium, which had appeared for 
ſome time before I came. There {till remained a 
weak pulſation in the chord, which I endea- 
voured to replace, but in vain; I therefore did 
not heſitate a moment, to give it as my opinion, 
that the delivery ought to be accompliſhed with 
all poſſible expedition; to which propoſal, all 
preſent acquieſced; I therefore had the woman 
placed in a ſuitable poſition, and with no great 
' deal 
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deal of trouble brought one foot down into the 
vagina ; the ſecond, however, for ſome time 
eluded my ſearch; but at length I ſecured it, and 
deſiring an attendant to keep a preſſure on the 
patient's belly, as the uterus emptied, proceeded 
as in other preternatural births, and delivered 
the child; about ten minutes after which the 
placenta came away with very little difficulty; the 
patient had once fainted during her delivery: I. 
gave her a little mulled wine, by which ſhe 
was much revived; but, though every. poſſi- 
ble care was taken of her, it was many 
weeks before ſhe entirely recovered ; ſhe has 
ſince lam in twice, but neither of the chil- 
dren ſurvived the month. The child was 
{mall and weakly, and only lived to the third 
day. One circumſlance attended it, which I 
never met with before, nor ſince, viz. a moſt ex- 
traordinary deficiency of ſkin round the navel, 
ſo that the periſtaltic motion of the viſcera was 
very viſible.—I find that nursch has particularly 
obſerved this diſorder of the fetus, and gives na 
leſs than three different inſtances of it, but never 
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could cure it; for, ſays he, every infant thus 
affected has paſſed from the womb to the grave, 
within the ſpace of ſix, ſeven, eight, or nine 
days. He diſlinguiſhes this diſorder from the 
hernia umbilicalis, and, as a palliative, adviſes 
emblaſtrum diapomphol:igos, or the like, which has 
not too great a tenacity, leſt by adhering toq 
firmly to the thin ſkin, it might rend open a 
- paſſage for the contained viſcera to prolapſe. — 
GIFFARD, Cale xxiv. relates a very uncommon 
inſlance of a woman Who; had twins; the one 
born, and a great flooding ſucceeding ; the other 
remaining in the womb, which he ſpeedily deli- 
vered by the feet ; but the woman being exhauſted 
before he came to her, died ſoon after the deli- 
very.—CHAPMAN deſcribes two other melancholy 
examples of flooding in time of labour; the firſt, 
where the woman, at her full time, fell into 
violent floodings, which ſo far exhauſted her 
ſtrengch, that although he delivered the child by 
its feet as ſoon as poſſible, the patient died in 
ſix hours after delivery, The ſecond, where a 
young lady, in labour with her firſt child, was 
ſeized 
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ſeized wun a flooding, and the arm of the in- 
fant preſented itſelf; but by the neglect of the 

practitioner who attended her, was ſuffered to 
| die of the hemorrhage without any attempt to 
deliver her. But in another caſe which he gives 


us of a flooding in time of labour, although the 


woman had faintings every two or three minutes, 
to a very great degree, and oftentimes ſeemed . 
quite gone; he delivered the child by its feet, 
and the woman being of a ſtrong and healthy 
conſtitution, had the good fortune to recover. 
Dr. suEL LIE, vol. iii. no. 2. caſe iv. ſpeaks of a 
woman, who was ſeized with a flooding in the 
time of labour; the arm and ſhoulder preſented, 
and detained ſome of the waters after the mem- 
branes were broke; he puſhed up the arm and 
ſhoulder into che uterus, raiſed them up to the 
fundus, brought down the legs, and delivered 
the child, which was {mall ; but the patient was 
ſeized with a fainting, followed by copyulſions, 
and died inſtantly, In caſe the fixth of the 
ſame collection, we find a woman attacked with 
a violent flooding in time of labour, the funts 
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fallen down before the head of the child, and 


the membranes not broke: upon which they 
were ruptured, the child turned and delivered; 


and the woman, after continuing in a weak and 


low condition for many days, was able to get 


out of bed in three weeks :—and in caſe vii. is 


likewiſe given the hiſtory of a woman in labour, 


attacked with a flooding, and the child deli- 
vered; but the woman being of a weak and de- 


licate conſtitution, afier continuing for eighteen 


or twenty days in a good way of recovery, was 
taken with a purging, continued languid after it, 
and died at the end of ſix weeks from her deli- 
very. Coll. gz. of the ſame vol. caſe x. we 
find a face preſentation ; the woman exhauſted 


by floodings, the os uteri ſnipp'd with the ſciſ- 


ſars, the child brought footling, and the woman 


died on the fourth day. In caſe xvi. he has 


alſo another inſtance of flooding, where the os 


uteri was ſnipp'd and tore, the child delivered 
footling, and the woman died of a looſeneſs on 
the ſeventh day, In coll. 39. no, 1. caſe i. the 
doctor has related a moſt remarkable circum- 


ſtance 


$ 


. 
ſlance of a flooding, wherein the woman died 
ſuddenly ; the Cæſarian ſeclion immediately took 
place, but without effect; preſently after, he pre- 
ſents us with another flooding caſe, where the 
woman died, and the Cæſarian operation was im- 
mediately performed, but with the ſame ill ſuc- 
ceſs as before, In coll. 42. no. 1. caſe i. is an 
account of a floading, which was reſtrained by 
the help of opiates, and cold topical applica- 
tions, and the woman was delivered by the 
labour pains, In caſe the ſecond of the ſame 
collection, we find another inſtance of a flood- 
ing, which came ſuddenly on; and, notwith- 
ſtanding recourſe was had to the ſame means as 
in the former caſe, the woman being of a weakly 
conſtitution, fell into a ſecond fainting fit, and 
expired: and likewiſe, caſe the third, he relates a 
flooding, occaſioned by part of the placenta be- 
ing detached from the uterus; by means of opi- 
ates the woman was lulled into reſt, and in a 
little time delivered by the labour pains. Vide 
LAMOTTE, book v. chap. 4. and the ſame author, 

chap. vii, obſ. 21g, & 214. 
CASE 


As E XXVII. 


hy A WOMAN, who had ſuffered much by a 
long laborious labour, in the morning of the 
third day, which was the 7th of arkiz, 1771. 
ſuddenly was ſeized with a fainting fit; I was 
fent for, and informed by the midwife, that the 
waters broke two days before that the pains had 
been very ſtrong; chat the head was low down, 
and they had expected its delivery every minute, 
but within the two laſt hours the pains had 
become much more feeble; the woman had 
appeared very weak, and twice fainted quite 
away, but no blood had appeared upon the 
linen; the pulſe was ſmall and low, and, upon 
examination, I found the head low advanced in 
the pelvis, preſenting with the face to the pubes, 
which determined the ſituation of the ears ; the 
extreme 


D 
extreme weaknels of the woman, and as nature had 
been truſted as far as it was ſafe, after gradually ; 
lubricating the perineum and vagina, in the moſt 
eaſy and deliberate manner, as the patient lay on 
her ſide, introduced one blade of the forceps, and 
ſoon after the other; when bath were paſſed, and 
properly ſecured,. the patient was turned on her 
back, and carefully ſupporting the perineum, I 
effected the extraction of the head in the manner 


it preſented, which was very live, and had 
blocked up a moſt amazing quantity of blood : 


indeed, it is impoſſible to conceive how the wo- 
man could ſuſtain ſuch a diſcharge, and be alive. 
The child was born alive, but lived only a 


few minutes; the woman was for ſome time ex- 


tremely weak, but at length recovered, — Dr. 
BURTON remarks the caſe of a woman, to whom: 
he was called, who had been long in labour, 
and all the ſymptoms of a woman's flooding to 
death, alchough the linen was not ſtained with 
blood; owing, he ſays, to the child's ſize ſo 
entirely filling the os uteri that none could paſs; 
he delivered the woman immediately, and fuch 


a quantity 
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a quantity of blood was collected within the 
womb, that he was amazed the woman was 


alive. 


DR. LEAKE has obſerved, that when the child's 
head for a time ſhuts up the os uteri, the patient 
may continue to loſe blood profulely into the 
cavity of the womb, altho' none appears exter- 
nally: and ALziNus mentions a very extraordi- 
nary caſe, where only the centre part of the pla- 
centa being looſened, a large quantity of coagu- 
lated blood was lodged between it and the uterus, 
as it were in a bag; and conſequently, not a 
drop was externally diſcharged, ſo as to foretell 
the danger. When we come to conſider flood- 
ings and abortions, we ſhall find that one is the 
frequent and moſt general conſequence of the 
other; and, that che immediate definition of flood- 
ing-is the detachment of ſome part of the placenta 
or chorion from the internal ſurface, of the uterus, 
either from ſome external hurt, debility, extracr- 
dinary paſſions of the mind, a natural bad habit 
of the body, or by taking medicines improperly; 
| and: 
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and, perhaps, with the deſign of procuring an 
abortion, which horrid and unnatural as it may 
ſeem, is, I fear, become too common a practice. 
For the particulars of one very exraordinary and 
fatal inſtance of this ſort, the reader may con- 
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CASE XXIX, 


I N the month of ArRIL, 1768. a woman 
applied to me with 'a bubo-in her groin, and 
ulcers in the noſe and throat; ſhe was in the 
ſeventh month of her pregnancy, had received 
the inſeclion three months before, and been un- 
der the care of an empiric, who was either en- 
tirely ignorant of her real diſorder, or had pro- 
craſtinated the cure with a view of lucre; I or- 
dered cataplaſms to be applied to the tumour to 
bring it to maturation, and gave her inwardly a 
ſpoonful of the ſolution of corroſive ſublimate, 
made with fixteen grains, diſſolved in two 
drachms of ſpirits of nitre to a pint of brandy ; 
and every fourth morning exhibited a mild laxa- 
tive of manna, diſſolved in infuſion of ſena. 
The tumour becoming prominent, the ſkin thin, 


and 
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and the fluctuation perceptible, I made an mei⸗ 


ſion with a lancet through its whole length, and 
cut away the looſe integuments with the ſeiſſats; 


afterwards dreſſed it properly, and in about three | 


weeks it was entirely incarned; the ulcers 8 
her noſe and throat were much better, but not 
entirely well; and befides, ſhe often complained 


of tenſion and pain in thoſe parts. I was appre- 


henſive that the virus, at this unlucky period of 
geſtation, was not to be radically diſcharged; 


and, indeed, promiſed myſelf little more than to, 
be able to keep it within bounds till aſter her 
lying-in, with which view I continued the ſolu- 
tion till the day ſhe was delivered of a female 
child, which at firſt had no appearance of the 


infection; but in leſs than a week the labia began 
to ſwell, and ſmall blotches appeared in different 
parts of its body. As the mother of the child 


had plenty of milk, and except the ſoreneſs i in 


her throat, was otherwiſe as hearty and rong as 
any woman in her ſituation could be, I adviſed 


her to ſuckle the child, which ſhe did. At the _ 


end of three wecks I began to give her ſmall 


Lues 


* 
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doſes of calomel, with a view to raiſe a flight 
. alivation, in which I ſucceeded to my wiſk, 
and continued the ſputation eighteen days; ih 
the mean time the eruptions on the child were 
daily anointed with an unguent compoſed of one 
drachm of white precipitated mercury, tnixed 
in an ounce of axungia, flavoured with a ſmall 
quantity of burgamot; and by theſe means, 
both woman and child were entirely cured of 
the diſorder.—I have been fince conſulted in the 
caſe of a child three months old, who, by the 
exulcerations in its mouth and throat, it was 
plain had imbibed the diſorder from the nurſe, 
The woman at firſt denied the charge; but, upon 
examinatior, was found to have veneteal warts 
without ſide the pudenda, and a violent diſcharge 
from the vagina. The child was immediately 
removed, and cured within a month, by taking 
a powder of one grain of calomel, and ten 
grains of ſugar, every other night, in a ſpoonful 
of breaſt milk; and beſides this, on every third 
morning, three drachms of manna in a little weak 
chicken broth, 

IN 


"1 82 I 
iN the third volume of the Medical Eſſays and 4 
* Obſervations, we meet with an account of a ma- 
lignant lues, communicated by ſuction. MAuRi- 
eau gives an inſtance of a young woman who 
had long had this diſorder, and had once Before 


e miſcarried of a dead child, which was rotten 
d with the complaint; and who, ſtill labouring 
q under the lues, to a very ſevere degree, concealed 


her ſecond pregnancy, and put herſelf under 
the care of a ſurgeon, who cured her by faliva- 
tion, and ſhe was aftetwards delivered; at her 
full time, of a child, in every reſpect as healthy 
as if the mother had never had the leaſt touch 
of that diſeaſe; from which example he infers, 
that a big-bellied woman may ſafely be taken in 


hand, and cured, if proper 8 
taken: he alſo tells us, that a friend of his, to 
whom he communicated the ahove caſe, aſſerted; 


that he himſelf, twice in the above caſe, had been 


ſucceſsful in the cure of the women; and, that 


ice nad 2 1 


their children were well born, at their full time, 
without having the leaſt impreſſion of the venom 


in any part of their bodies: and further ſays, 
| 8 that 
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that varRanpEvs confirms to us this truth, in 


treating of women's diſeaſes; where he preciſely 
makes mention, that he had ſeen big-belhed wo- 
men, who had this diſeaſe eradicated, by anoint- 
ing with mercury, and ſalivation, preſcribed by 
empirics; which may convince us, that this cure 
will eaſily have better ſucceſs, when governed and 
managed by a ſkilful and experienced perſon.— 
Aſter all known, it is certain, that mercury ex- 
| hibited during pregnancy, will always be a ha- 
zardous remedy ; eſpecially with patients of an 
irritable habit: and, ſrom obſervations, which have 
been made from the practice of inoculation, above 
ten years ago, when it was uſual to give pretty 
large doſes of calomel, by way of preparation, it 
appears, that ſeveral pregnant women, who were 
among the inoculated, miſcarried; which may 
ſerve as a caution under fimilar circumſtances in 
future; at the ſame time, it may be worthy of 
remark, that the uſe of mercury may, moſt pro- 
bably, be found leſs injurious, after the fifth 
month, than before; becauſe the body is moſt 
irritable in the earlier months of pregnancy. 


CASE 


E. 8. A maid ſervant, about the age of 
rwemyg: ive, in the morning of the goth of 
SEPTEMBER, 1764. was ſeized with violent vo- 
mitings, and a prodigious diſchatge of blood 
from the ſtomach, which continued. till the next 
morning; when frightened at the conſequence 
of her enterprize, ahd afraid of dying, ſhe de- 
fired the aſſiſtance of a midwife ; who found her 
in a very weak condition, continually inclined 
to vomit, convulſed, with now and then ſmall 
pains reſembling thoſe of Jabour, and a flight 
uterine hemorrhage; ſhe acknowledged to the 
midwife her being ſix months gone with child, 
but at that time nothing further. The woman 
examined, and found, as ſhe imagined, ſome- 
thing like the preſentation of a ſhoulder ; but 

S 2 having 
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having ſome 1 of che bad practices 
which had been uſed, and fearing the woman 
would die under her hands in theſe deplorable 
circumſtances, ſent for me: ſoon after which I 
attended, and found the unhappy patient ex- 
tremely low and weak, with a ſmall intermitting 
pulſe, cold clammy ſweats, - overwhelmed with 
horror; and ſenſible to what a degree of danger 
ſhe had expoſed herſelf, in a voice ſcarcely arti- 
culate, ſhe told me ſhe had ſuffered great pains, 
retched violently, and often brought up great 
quantities of blood, and had convullions in her 
belly; the pains, ſhe added, went quite through 
her at firſt: but ſince ſhe had more bearing down, 
they were ſomewhat abated, but, that ſhe had 
ſtill a continual ſickneſs at her ſtomach and an 
inclination to vomit: upon examination, I found 
a total ſeparation of the placenta from the uterus, 
and the former as low as the os ex/ernum, which I 
brought forth immediately. The knees of the fetus 
next puſhed down, which, together with all its 
other parts, were, in leſs than a minute, eaſily 
delivered; notwithſtanding the rupture which muſt 


have 


** 
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have happened to the venal appendages, and the 
ſhock which the womb had ſuſtained, I could 
not find. that there had been any great hemor- 
rhage from it; the flux, from the firſt, being 
chiefly ejected by vomit ex ore; the fetus had no 
livid marks upon any part of it, and did not 
appear to have been long dead: ſoon after its 
delivery, I gave the patient two ſpoonfuls of a 
cardiac mixture, which was ſcarcely ſwallowed, 
before ſhe retched and threw it back, with the ; 
adition of, at leaſt, a quart of chocolate coloured 
bile; ſoon after which, as 1 fat on the bed- ſide, I 


began to interrogate her upon the melancholy ſitu- 


ation to which ſhe was reduced; and told her, 
that I was fearful ſhe had not acted right; perhaps, 
might have been imprudently prevailed on to 
have taken ſome medicine which had diſagreed 
with her, and been the cauſe of all er illneſs; 
which, I was ſorry to repreſent to her, as of the 
moſt dangerous kind; at the ſame time, I begged 
ſhe would make an ingenuous anſwer to theſe 
_ enquiries, either to me or her miſtreſs, who had 
felt much on her account. She deſired it might 
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be to her miſtreſs; to whom, as. well as after» 
| wide * my hearing, ſhe confeſſed, That the 
« father of the child had brought her on the 
Saturday night before, a certain black pow- 
der, in quantity, nearly about as much ag 
„would cover a half crown piece, deſiring her 
«to take it in whatever ſhe liked; that it was 
*« deſigned to ſave her reputation, by making ber 
% miſcarry; that perhaps it might make her a 
little ſick, but, ſhe muſt not mind that; that, 
« agreeably to his directions, ſhe did take it 
* in a little ſmall beer, and, in leſs than half 
* an hour after, was firſt ſeized with a vomiting 
of naſty, ill-coloured ſtuff, and then caſt up 
* great quantities of blood, which ſhe had fince 
frequently continued to do; that a miſt came 
before her eyes; ſhe had a ſinging in her ears, 
© ſlruggling motions in her belly; pains, which 
+ ſometimes cauſed a bearing down, and at others 
« darted through her; frequent looſe ſtools, ex- 
* ceſſive heat within fide, parched throat, and 
_ * ;ntenſe thirſt: inſomuch, that ſhe had drank 
* ſeveral pints of water at a draught, which ſoon 


came 


1 291 ] | 
came up again, and looked like ſo much pure 
„blood; that, ſoon after the vomitings began, 
„ ſhe had perceived a continual draining of 
blood, like her monthly courſes; but, at no 
* time, in any very great quantity, and that ſhe 
felt the child very diſtinctly about an hour be- 
fore ſhe took the medicine; but after the ſtrug- 
„ gling motions, which ſhe bgfore deſcribed, had 
« ceaſed, and; which ſhe thought, were occa- 
„ ſioned by the child, ſhe had felt nothing like 
* it,” She had ſcarcely finiſhed this declara- 
tion, beſore ſhe was ſeized with rigors, cold 
ſweats, deliquia, and convulſions; and death, in 
a few minutes, cloſed the tragic ſcene: thus died 
this poor unhappy wretch, the miſerable victim 
of a criminal practice, (intended to conceal from 
the world, a ſhame and diſgrace) which, in its 
conſequences, terminated in untimely death, and 
multiplied guilt. At the defire of her friends, 
and with the aſſiſtance of another ſurgeon, I 
opened the body: and finding a general eroſion 
of the villi of the ſtomach, an inflammation of 
the pylorus, as well as of both the ſmaller and 
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larger inteſtines; the uterus and urinary paſſages 
particularly diſordered by the rough and violent 
operation of the medicine which ſhe had taken; 
and which, it was obvious, had been the death 
of both mother and child. We related theſe cir- 
cumſtances upon oath, before the coroner, who 
had been called in to make his inqueſt ; and the 
whole affair, at the following aſſizes for the 
county, underwent the examination of a court 
of juſtice. — piox1s has obſerved, that thoſe 
maids, who uſe means to procure an abortion, are 
guilty of a very great crime, and, that the diffe- 
| rence of time does not alter the nature of it; 
for, whether the ſoul has actually taken poſſeſ- 
ſion of the body, or, is only preparing to enter 
it, a n. which would have been made com- 
pleat and perfect, is deſtroyed and murdered.— 
The ſame author farther remarks, that if an 
abortion is owing to a diſeaſe, no-body can be 
blamed for it; but if it is cauſed by medicines, 
ſuch practice is utterly condemned by all men of 
ſenſe, as moſt pernicious and unwarrantable; ſor 
this is premeditated murder, and is by no means 
juſtifiable, 
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juſtifiable, even, though a maid, finding herſelf 
with child, ſhould do it, to preſerve her own, 
and the reputation or honour of her friends, and, 
by the laws of all nations, ought to be puniſhed 
with death. He alſo adds, that thoſe, who, for 
money, help others to ſuch things, deſerve the 
moſt exemplary puniſhment : and, that he, him» 
ſelf, ſaw a woman executed at PARIS for follows 


ing this bancful and deſtructiye buſineſs, 
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CASES xxx1, xxxII, and xxxiII. 


COMMUNICATED 


in a LETIER To run LATE 


DR. COLIN MACKENZIE. 


% MAY 21, 1765. 
„% DEAR SIR, 


Fg | | 
66 [ HE deſire I entertained of 


« ſeeing the wohen recover, before I preſented you 


with the three following laborious caſes, which 


„occurred to me within a ſhort ſpace of each 
* other, prevented my writing ſooner; I now 


« enjoy that ſatisfaction, and permit me to beg 


«6 * 
; your 
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„your attention to my method of proceeding 
„with each: to the firſt of theſe women my 
** aſſiſtance was beſpoke; ſhe is young, and this 
was her firſt labour, which commenced with a 
** trifling pain, about four o'clock in the morning 
** of the 11th day of apzir; at the ſame time 
* the membranes broke, and the waters were 
* evacuated ; notwithſtanding which ſhe had no 
* recurrence of pain till fix in the evening of 
che ſame day, when ſhe had frequent retchings 
and very ſtrong pains, I found the os tincæ 
* very widely dilated, and the child's head low 
* in the pelvis; the pericranium had a puffy em- 
* phyſematous feel, and the head ſo completely 
„ blocked up the pelvis, that I in vain endea- 
voured to find its true ſituation, by introducing 
„ my finger on either ſide. The pains continued 
„ ſtrong and frequent, and as the ſoft parts were 
* ſufficiently dilated, the pelvis ſeemingly well 
#* formed, and the woman of a good conſtitution, 
* I could no otherwiſe account for the protrac- 
** tion of the head, than. by attributing it to an 


* extraordinary bulk or particular offification, 


and 
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« and waited till eight o'clock the next morning, 


\ 


jn expeQation that the pains might ſtill be able 
* to effect its advancement; but finding them 
©« Jeflen and abate, and an incipient flooding 
coming on, I began to think of the forceps, 
© and, as there was no guide for their direction, de- 


« termined to apply them, and deliver as well as I 


could; yet, I found, that the head was fo firmly 


*« wedged in the helvis, that I could not introduce 
* them without much hurt to the patient. J was 
* caſting this over in my mind, when, with a 


„pain, by far weaker than many ſhe had had 


before, 1 gladly perceived the head to deſcend: 


] now encouraged the woman to make the moſt 
« of her pains; which ſhe did, and with the 
« help of three or ſour more throes, the head 
„ lengthened in form of a ſugar loaf, was in a 
„little time delivered, and the fhoutders and 
% body, without much difficulty. followed. The 
e funts had given way at its inſertion into the 
* placenta, appeared beginning to putiify, and 
© had two faſt knots, one at one, and the other 
© at the other end of it; which, by obſtructing 

| = « the 
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„the circulation through the chord, moſt pro- 
« bably occaſioned the death of the child: which 
„appeared to have been dead ſome days, altho, 
„ during the labour, there was no other ſign 
«of its death than the puffy emphyſcmatous 
« touch of the ſcalp. The woman flooded very 
„much; upon which I paſſed my hand, well 
« lubricated, through the vagina into the ulerus; 
* and having no direction from the ſunis, aſter 
removing ſome coagula of blood which laid 
„in the way, I found the placenta adhering to 
«© the fundus uteri, and gently endeavoured to ſe- 
** parate it with my fingers, but it was ſo very 
*« putrid as to come away by piece meals; a very 
« diſagrecable circumſtance, which occaſioned 
me much uneaſineſs; however, by this means, 
I had reaſon to believe I had entirely emptied 
the uterus, as the flooding ceaſed ; and the wo- 
man remained pretty well till the third day after 
« delivery, when ſhe was ſuddenly ſeized with an 
immoderate ke@morrhage from the uterus, at- 
* tended with a weak pulſe, feveriſh heat, ina- 


4 bility to ſpeak, and great pain in the hyþo- 


** chondria ; 
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i thondria; I was much alarmed at finding her 
* it this diſagreeable and dangerous ſtate, and 
« the more ſo, as I found myſelf accuſed with 
* not having delivered the whole of the placenta; 
* which I began to fancy might indeed be the 
cauſe of this unexpected flux; but, on examiĩ- 
* nation, the uterus was found free from any re- 
% maining body, I therefore attributed her com- 
* plaints to a laxity brought on by the exceſſive 
* heat of the room, and ordered her to be kept 


cooler; to obſerve an incraſſating regimen, 


% and to take a draught of Peruvian decoction, 
« acidulated with elixir of vitriol, every five hours, 
and at bed time preſcribed an anodyne; the flux 
vas hereby reſtrained, ſhe recovered her ſpeech, 
* was weak and low for ſome days; but has, at 
length, recovered without any other bad ſymp- 


« tom whatever, 


HE ſecond of theſe patients had likewiſe 
« previouſly informed me of her condition; that 
« ſhe had borne eleven children, and was turned 
* of forty, and had never had one labour that 
„Was 
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« was not attended with ſome particular diffi- 
„ culty. Early in che morning of the 18th of 
« ApRIL, I received a meſſage to attend her; and 
4 after waiting ſome hours before ſlie had any 
« thing of a pain worth noticing; I then examined 
«her, and found the os tinoæ but little dilated, 
« callous to the touch, and the head of the child 
above the brim of the-pelvis; ſhe told me ſhe had 
had flight pains at intervals for ſome hours be- 
% fore I was ſent for, and that the waters broke 
„without any pain, as ſhe was getting into bed 
« the preceding night, which I looked upon as 


an unfavourable circumſtance: at this inſtant 
„receiving a call, in great haſte, to attend ano- 
' ther woman, I gave her twenty drops of the 
* tinflura thebaica in a cup of tea, and left her 
45 for the preſent. The next morning, about ſix 
{ * oclock, I was again ſent for to her, and in- 
© formed, that if I did not make haſte ſhe would 


be delivered before I reached the houſe : upon 
„ coming to her, I found ſhe had had very 
* ſtrong pains for two hours paſt, and had 
« flooded ſo much, that ſhe was very weak and 
*« faint; 
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® faintz which was, indeed, too plain, by the 
' * paleneſs of her counteance, and the lowneſs 
of her pulſe: I examined her directly, and 
. * the ſoft parts being completely open, was aſto- 
-* niſhed to diſcove the face of the child pre- 
** ſenting, with the chin turned to the ſacrum, the 
* forehead to the pubes, and ſomewhat elevated; 
** the left ear to the right iſchium, and the right 
* ear to the left iſchium. I had ſcarcely made 

* my examination when ſhe was taken, which 
determined me to deliver her with the forceps, 
« and was juſt about to introduce one blade 
* when ſhe was ſeized with convulſions, which 
„ obliged me to deſiſt; and as the fy mptoms 
© were now ſo extremely urgent, fearing any 
% farther delay might prove fatal, I reſolved to 
open the head; and placing the woman as 
« well as I could on her back, properly ſup- 
« ported, acroſs the bed, although the attendants 
C pronounced her a dead woman, I deliberately 
* proceeded to perforate the os frontis with the 
long ſciſſars, and then employed the blunt 
hook ſor the extraction of the brain; which 


40 being 
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bs being done, I carefully ſeparated and removed 
the looſe ſharp pieces of hones, that no part 
„of the woman might be lacerated as I ex- 
„ trated the head; which I firſt trove to do 
&« with my fingers introduced into the cavity of 
the cranium: and ſecondly, by the blunt hook : 


« but being foiled in both theſe attempts, I, as 


expeditiouſly as poſſible, applieu both blades of 
„the crotchets, brought their handles together, 


©« ſecured them, and made che extraction: the 


„woman being the whole time in a fainting fit, 
« and convulſed; I immediately after delivered 


i the ſecundines, bound ligatures round the ex- 


© tremities, ſqueezed out a ſponge ſoaked in 
brandy wherein roch allum had been diſſolved, 
is in the uterus; ſtuffed the vagina with tow. dip- 


i« ped in oxycrate, and as ſoon as poſſible got 


„her to ſwallow half a drachm of extradl of 
„ bark in an ounce and a half of weak cinnamon 
« water, which I continucd every three hours 
« through the whole day; during which time I 
never left her: in the evening {he took a little 
*« broth and ſpoke ſenſibly, which ſhe had not 
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done before, ſince her delivery; had no Fe 
© fainting fits, nor convulſions; and, by the 


„help of tonic remedies, is now in a fair way 


. 4 of recovery. 


ern third caſe, which I beg leave to trouble 
«you with, happened on the 28th of arnir. 


The patient was in her fiftieth year, and had 
« been eight and forty hours attended by a mid- 
« wife; the waters were evacuated twelve bours 
„before I came to her; ſhe was grown faint 
„ and weak, her pains had relaxed ten hours, 
and were now ſo entirely gone off, that the 
powers of nature were, apparently, inſufficient 
4 to expel the child. On examination, I ſound 
the os tincæ largely dilated, the vertex advanced 
« low in the pelvis, and confined by the left os 
« eſchtum; as there was no proſpect of advantage 
to be gained by delay, after ordering an emol- 
lient clyſter to empty the refum of its con- 
«© tents, I determined upon delivering her with 


the forceps; and placing her in a conve- 


** nient poſition, after lubricating the perineum 


«© and 


{ 
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« and vagina, I proceeded to gently ſtretch the 


« parts, by paſſing my hand carefully up by the 
« child's head ; within fide this hand, I with the 


other guided one blade, and in the ſame flow | 


* . * = * * 
% and cautious manner, in a. little time, intro- 


« duced the other, then locked them, and in the 


« extraction imitated in my operation the natural 
*« progreſſion of the labour pains ; by that means 
diſengaging the head from its confinement at 
« the iſchium, turning the forehead into the hol- 
« Jow of the ſacrum, and gently bringing out 
the occihut from under the pubes; the perineum 
% was properly guarded, and I met with no far- 
| * ther difficulty, The child appeared to have 
A been dead ſome hours. Query, Is it not pro- 
© bable, that the life of the child might have 
been ſaved could it have received a like aſſiſt- 
« ance ſome hours ſooner ? On the fourth day 


« after delivery, the lochia were obſtrufted by a vio- 


ent diarrhaa, which had attacked the patient on 
the preceding day, and weakened her ſo much, 
« that ſhe ſpoke with difficulty, and ſcarcely 


« breathed; ſhe had cold, clammy ſweats, and 


T'2 „was 


11 


as delirious, ſo that her neighbour pro- 


- 


+ nounced her at the laſt extremity. I applied 
a large galbanum plaiſter over the whole abdo- 
* men, and gave her inwardly, as a deobſtruent, 


a ſolution of aſaſetida, in ſmall cinnamon and 
„ penny-royal water, and cauſed to de injeded 
* every ſour hours, a clyſter of rice water and 
* elequarium e ſcordio; by which treatment, the 
* next morning the lochia appeared afreſh, the 


„ diarrhoea abated, the delirium went off, and, 


except weakneſs, a nervous tremor and ſink- 
ing, (to which, I am informed, when at the 
*+ beſt, ſhe is ſubject) ſhe is now in a fairer 
* way of recovery, than ever could have been 


n | : ; 3 
; « imagined. 
| 
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THE ANSWER. 
6 DEAR SIR, 


= I AM extremely pleaſed you go on 
e ſucceſsfully in m1DwirgRyY; and have no reaſon 
* to doubt of its continuance, if you proceed 
with the ſame care and circumſpection, as in 
* the caſes mentioned; which are, indeed, curi- 
% ous, and well worthy being inſerted in any 
collection. In your firſt caſe, the chief difh- 
„ culty ſeemed to accrue from the large ſize of 


the head: deliveries are generally moſt happy. 
„when the head is proportionable to the pelvis. 
In the ſecond caſe, where the face preſented, I 
** ſhould be glad to know if you found it eaſy 
to perforate the os frontis: and, if you found 
« the fontanelle, and where, and the chin, &c. 
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* 'twas a caſe of much extremity, and required 
great fortitude. The face preſenting, on ac- 
count of the uneaſy accels to the cranks muſt 
„make a moſt uncommon and difficult crotchet 
* caſe, You certainly aQed- right, in not uſing 
* the forceps on this occaſion; as the ſtimulus pro- 
u duced by them, would have been liable to increaſe 
© the pain and fits. In the third caſe, the wa- 
e ters were only evacuated twelve hours, which 
you know, 1s not a long time; what went be- 
fore ſerving chiefly to open the os tince, &c. 
«+ You mention the vertex being low here; I beg 
you'll recolle& whether you felt the ear, and 
where; as by its relation to the pubes and iſchia, 
© the head's fituation is determined with certainty ; 
what reaſons could you have for believing the 
© child to have been dead ſome hours? I ap- 
« prove of your delivering the patient with the 
64 forceps : but, whether, or no, you could have 
« ſaved the child by operating ſooner, regards a 
* part of MIDWITERT, not yet cleared up wich 
i certainty ; therefore, I deſire this may be the 
object of your conſideration, when called to 


laborious 


1 


laborious caſes, i. e. to find out, if nature 


« ſucceeds oftener in delivering children alive, 
than we do with the forceps, e. g. two wo- 
men conſtructed alike, and agreeing entirely 
in their labours; the head of the child en- 
« gaged in each fifteen or twenty hours; the one 
„Aelivered of a living child with the forceps, 
the other of a dead one by nature: in this 
* caſe, the forceps ſeems to have the preference; 
+ a few caſes, relating to this affair, accurately 
« related, might be of uſe, In the firſt caſe, 1 


. .* ſhould be glad to know if the funis was ſhort; 


and remain, &c.“ 


ö 


| 


MY REPLY. 


© DEAR SIR, 


«Ln the ſecond caſe, I mth | 


in Little difficulty in perſorating the os. frontis, but 
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« was obliged to uſe ſome ſtrength in opening 
the ſciſſars when introduced up to their reſt, — 
I did not diſcover the fontanelle, the chin was to 
the ſacrum: in regard to the flooding of this 
patient, I muſt beg leave to refer you to that 
„part of my letter which relates to her caſe, and 
« it will appear, that the violence of the flood- 
ing, previous to her delivery, was the principal 
« cauſe of all the bad ſymptoms which the pa- 
« tient then laboured under. I ſhould have told 
C you in this caſe, that upon evacuating the 
« uterus, the | hemorrhage continued, which ſo 
much added to the emergency of the cafe, as 
to induce me, by all poſſible means, to re- 
« ſtrain the flux. In the third caſe, twelve 
„hours, I muſt confeſs, was no very long time 
* for the evacuation of the waters; but then, if 
« f you pleaſe to remember, how little could 
be expected from the pains: and add to this, 
« the exceſſive fatigue which ſhe had undergone 
from the length of her labour; I preſume you 
„will readily grant the propriety of the extraor- 
dinary aſſiſtance I had recourſe to: in tbis 


caſe, 


1209 J 
caſe, due ear was to the pubes, and the other 
© to the ſacrum, with the forehead to the. right 


te ;{chium. My reaſons for thinking the child dead 


t were ſubſtantially theſe: an evacuation- of-1ll- 
„ ſmelling meconium from the uterus; an un- 
& common-laxity of the bones of the head, and 


a ſeparation of the cuticle; beſides a univerſal © - 


« lividity of, the whole body when delivered. 
Now ſhould it be granted, that che child was 
10 2 hours before I came in, and had 
* been dead but eight of that time, it may rea- 
e ſonably follow, that if my aſſiſtance had been 


4 given eight hours ſooner, as the circum- 
#* ſtance of the caſe would then have equally in · 


** duced me to employ the forceps, the child 


* would, at leaſt, have had a better chance of 


„ being ſaved. You may depend on my making 
the ſubject you propoſed the object of my con- 


& ſideration. The funts in os firſt caſe nes · 
* ſured _— thirteen ſnakes. 


I am, &c.“ 
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urs was the ſubſtance of my anſwer to the 
Doctor's Queries; with which he was pleaſed by 
letter to expreſs his entire ſatisſaQion. — When 
the head is enlarged, and the difficulty, as in 
the firſt of the above three cafes ariſes from this 
cauſe; it may be reckoned a fortunate circum- 
» iRance, that the pains are eventually ſufficient to 
effect the entire deſcent of the head, without the 
_ <affiſtance of art. Much of the delay, in this 
caſe, might alſo proceed from the ſhortneſs of 
the funis. —Dr. 3urTON obſerves, that a bad 
formation, or corruption of the umbilical chord, 
may either kill the child, by not conveying the 
' nouriſhment to it, or may ſeparate the placenta 
from the wterus, by being too ſhort, as men- 
tioned by u. II TRE, Ad. Erud. Lipf. Ann. 
1706. where it was not above half its uſual 
length: and MAURICEAU, obf, got. affirms to 
have found one ſo ſhort (un Tiers d'aune) that 
| the child could not be brought forth without 
bringing the after-birth at the ſame time. The 
fame caſe be met with ſoon after, obſ. 406. but 
in this laſt, the chord was allo as thick as the 
5 LT child's 


1211 J 


child's arm, whoſe belly was quite flat and emp- 
ty: again, obſ. 549. he delivered another per- 
ſon, where the umbilical chord was not above one 
third of the uſual length: and obſ. 612. another 
had only half the right length: and likewiſe, 
obſ. 640. one, whoſe chord was only half a foot; 
and he obſerved, this ſhortneſs always occaſioned 
violent pains to the mother (as in obſ. 662. & 
68.) by the length of a tedious birth, It rarely 
happens that the funis is knotted, as was the caſe 
here. nursch, obſ. 11. mentions an inflance 
of a fetus being killed by knots on the navel- 
_ firing. Mr. rErir Hiſt, Mem. de TAcad, des 
Sciences, 1718. relates a caſe; where ** the na- 
vel ſtring of a human fetus was ſhewn, which 
had a knot in its middle, and the marks of the 
parts that formed the knots could be obſerved ; 
which proves, that the knot had been made long 
before the woman's delivery” ; but, as, he does 
not ſay, whether the child was alive or dead— 
the danger which children are expoſed to, when 
the umbilical chord is preſſed, or the circulation 
intercepted by knots on the funts, is equally ma- 

| nifeſt 
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nifeſt as before.— Dr. SMELLIE, vol. ii. p. 333. 
mentions the death of a fetus, from a tight drawn 

0 knot on the middle of the funis: he likewiſe 
ſpeaks of delivering a live child, where there was 


a looſe knot on the ſunts : and gives a cle, in 


which the ſuns, being nine hands breadth long, 
had a looſe knot on it, and was twiſted round the 

neck of the child, which was dead ; but does not 
impute its death to the knot or circumvolution, 

but to the nature of the labour; which was very 

| lingering, the head being ſqueezed to a great 
length, and the brain too long comprelled in a 
narrow pelvis. — Diox is produces two inflances 

of labours being protracted by the bigneſs of the 

head; in both of which attempts were made to 

» put back the child, turn it, and bring it by the 
ſcet: but after the bodies of the children were 
fetched away, the heads, he ſays, remained be- 

hind in the womb, and could not be extracted 

but with the greateſt violence, which occaſioned 

: the death of both. He further recommends pa- 


tience in thele cafes ; cautions agaiuſt the uſe of 


- wſiruments, till chere are certain ſigns of the 


child's 


4: 37. 


child's death; and gives a particular account of 
N a labour of this kind which happened at vzr- 
'SAILLES,—GIFFARD has publiſhed no leſs than 


| ſixty-eight caſes: in all which, the deliveries were 
, raarded}; either from the bulk, or bad poſition of 
| the head: of this number, we find three women 
delivered of live children by the force of tlie 
natural pains ; fix delivered, where the head was 
ſmall, or the pelvis ſufficiently capacious, one 
of whom only had a dead child: and fifty-nine 


were delivered by his extractor, ſorty-nine of 


which had live children —LA e in obſ. 


123. & 242, gives two caſes of che extrhordinary 
ſize of the head; in both which he turned the 
child, and with great diſhculty delivered the 
child: in obl. 245. he met with a caſe, here 
the ſize of che head was ſo great that he was 
obliged to deliver: obf. 247. & 248. contain 
two inſtances, where the head was locked in the 
paſſage, and required leflening ; notwithſlanding 
which, we find the ſame author advifing, as the 


beſt and ſureſt way, in the extreme bigueſs of the 


head, to paſs the hand into the uterus by the 
Gas 


dd 
1— 
7 0 2 Wh * 


— — 


” 
_— — — — 


2 . r — 


— — — —— 


( 214 } 
fide of the head, and bring out the feet ; which 
1s the more ſurprizing, when immediately after, 
in obſ. 3 12. we find the difficulty which accrued 
to him; though he happened to be more ſucceſs- 
ful in this practice in obf. 313. Vide sMELL1z, 
vol. ii. coll. 27. caſes 1, 2, 3. 4, 5, & 6.—ouLp, 
is of opinion, that if the expulſion be impeded by 
the diſproportion of the ſize in the head and pel- 
vis, or the mother's weakneſs, and not from any 
diſtortion in the form: and, if there be any rea- 
Ton to imagine, that the child is living; or, ra- 
ther, if there be any certainty of its death; in 
this caſe, he recommends the forceps, gives 
ſome hints as to the choice of them, and direc- 
tions as to their uſe, Vide eucn, chap. xi. and 
ASTRUC, chap. ii, Turning the child, to deli- 
ver it by the feet, is in this caſe oſten difficult 


and dangerous, and ſeldom adviſeable. 


DR. SMELLIE, vol. ili. coll. 31. and caſe 2. ex- 


hibits an extraordinary inſtance of a face pre- 


= ſentation; ſeveral trials were ineffedually made 


to bring the child footling ; the forceps were alſo 
| tried 
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tried in vain, and an endeavour was made to 
3 with the ſciſſars at the os frontis, which 
preſented at the pubis; but the bones were ſo 


thick, that he could not make an opening ſuf- 


ficient to allow a diſcharge of the cerebrum : all 


theſe different methods failing, he introduced 


the 'two curved crotchets, one on each fide, 
which tore open the bones of the cranium; then 
the contents were evacuated, the head was dimi- 


niſhed, the fetus was delivered, and the woman, 


he ſays, afterwards recovered, as if no ſuch dif- 
ficulty had happened. Another delivery of the 
ſame kind, in which the face preſented, and the 


child, like the former, was delivered by the | 


crotchet, follows in caſe 12. And caſe 2g. ina 
letter to the Doctor, from mr. n. dated esstx,1752. 
we are told, that the face preſented at the lower 
part of the pelvis, the forehead to the right iſ- 
chium, and the membranes had been broke ſeve- 
ral hours before his arrival; he in -vain endea- 
voured to bring the child footling, unſucceſsfully 
tried the forceps, and, as he could not perforate 
the bones of the face and forchead, to make an 


opening 
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opening through the parts, he introduced a 

crotchet above the temporal bone, and at length, 

after fix hours fatigue, in trying theſe different 

ways, he delivered the patient. Vide La MoTTE,. 
obſ. 113. & 116. In reference to the third caſe 
preſented to dr. MACKENZIE in my laſt letter, I 
ſhall quote cnarman, caſe 16. in which the 


child came right, the head was far advanced and 


low in the vagina; the pains beginning to abate, 
and the woman being much weakened and fa» 
tigued, he introduced the forceps, and ſafely 
delivered the patient, For laborious caſes, when 
the vertex preſents, and the child's head is low 
in the pelvis. Vide dr. $MELL1E, vol. ii. coll. 24. 
caſes 1, 2, & 3. and for laborious caſes, when 
the head of the child is low in the pelvis, and 
delivered with the forceps, vide coll. 25. of the 
ſame vol. caſes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, & 7. And for 
laborious caſes of women, delivered by the ſor- 
ceps, the vertex preſenting the ear to the hubis, 


vol. ii. coll. 29. caſes 1, 2, 3, 4. 5, 6, 7, & 8. 


CASE 


L r 


C A $ E XXXIV. 


| the morning of the ſecond of Jaxvany, 
1766, I was called to a woman 1n labour, wha 
had been attended by a midwife, during the two 
preceding days and nights; the pains were good 
and ſtrong, and the os uteri completly dilated, 
- with the membranes entire, but they broke in time 
of a pain ſoon after I came in; the waters were eva» 
cuated, and the face deſcended low down into 
the pelvis, with the chin to the pubis: finding 
this the ſituation, and that the head, notwith- 
ſtanding the pains, did not advance, I pafſed my 
hand cautiouſly into the pelvis, and in the remiſ- 
| fion of them raiſed up the head of the child, 
ſo as to be able to puſh the ſhoulders above the 
brim of the pelvis; by which means, I was fo 
lucky as to alter the poſition of the face, and 
bring the ſontanelle to prefent with the face to the 
pubes; and the child was ſoon after born alive, 
without any further trouble, gy | 
U CASE 


? 
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JY 
CASE XXXV. 


A YOUNG woman, big with her firſt 
child, was taken in labour the third of avcusr, 
1769. ſhe had been attended by a midwife for 
many hours before my arrival; who informed 
me, that the child's breech preſented, and that : 
with her utmoſt endeavours, ſhe could not make 
way for it; the pains were ſtill pretty good, but 
the waters had elapſed the day before, The face, 
from its confined ſituation, and the rough hand- 
ling of the midwife, was. ſo exceedingly tumified, 
chat it was hard to diſtinguiſh it; but after ſome 
time I diſcovered the chin to the ſacrum : I en- 
deavoured to change the poſition of the face, and 
bring down the vertex with the face to the ſas 


crum; but it was in vain: and as the ſymptoms 


were pot very preſſing, I was unwilling to em- 
_ 


/ 


11 
ploy the forceps; I therefore encouraged and 
ſupported the patient, and waited the iſſue with 
patience, which proved fortunate; for, in about 
four hours, the expulſion was effected by nature, 
and the child born alive; but, never in my life, 
had T ſeen an infant fo frightfully disfigured: the 
face was horridly black, and much fwelled; the 
_ eyelids inflated, feratched, and torn; the eyes 
themſelves bloodſhot, inflamed, and ſo protube- 
rant, as to appear ready to bolt out of their 
fockets; the noſtrils wide enough diſtended to 
admit thetip of a finger ; the upper lip ſwollen, and 
puffed up; and the lower lip torn, and hanging 
down on the chin: all which ſerved as an evincing 
proof of the extreme ignorance, and rough and in- 
jurious treatment of the woman midwife; for there 
is not a caſe in MD WITEZ V, which requires more 
gentle and tender touching, than a face preſenta- 
tion: I made a future on the lacerated ts, and 
by embrocations and warm kar a few 


days brought the poor child to a nearer refern- 
blance of the human figure; but the eyes, to this 


day, retain the appearance of an unnatural pro- 
Ve jection. 


py 
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jection. MAvRICEAU preſents us with a ſimilar 
preſentation; where the child's face, when born, 
was ſo black, and miſ-ſhapen, that, he ſays, it 
| looked like a black- a- moor; and, as ſoon as the 
mother ſaw it, ſhe told him, that ſhe always 
| feared her child would be ſo monſtrous; be- 
caaſe, when ſhe was young with child of it, ſhe 
fixed her looks very much upon a black-a-moor 
belonging to the duke of gulsE, who always 
kept ſeveral of them; wherefore, ſhe wiſhed 
that, or, at leaſt, cared not, though it died, ra- 
ther to behold a child ſo dishgured, as it then ap- 
peared; but ſhe ſoon changed her mind, when 
he ſatisfied her, that this blackoeſy was only, 
becauſe it came faceling, and, that in time, it 
would wear away; which it accordingly did.— 
In rorTAL, obſ. 25. we meet with a face preſen- 
tation, in which the woman was delivered by 
the labour pains: and in obſ. 32. the delivery of 
a monſlrous child, with the face foremoſt ; which 
he accompliſhed with much difficulty, by means 
of a firing, conveyed by his fingers, and fixed 
below the chin, G1zFARD dclerihes a delivery, - 


where 


TS 
where the face preſented firſts it was ſunk 
low in the pelvis, and the birth was effected by 
the throes of the woman; an eligible concluſion, 
and which it will be ever beſt to ſubmit to in 
face caſes, (which of all laborious births, are 
generally the. moſt - troubleſome and dangerous) 
than to have early recourſe to the application of 
inſtruments; an aſſiſtance, from which the judi- 
cious practitioner will ever tecede, ſo long as 
nature can conveniently be truſted. —It will alſo 
be found both difficult and dangerous to attempt 
the bringing down the vertex, or by turning the 
child, deliver it by the feet. — pavenTER, chap. 
37. diſplays the manual treatment of infants 
coming into the paſſage with their faces forward, 
and makes a difference in the management of 
an infant offering its face firſt in a womb rightly | 
ſeated, and in one that is oblique; a diſtinion, 


by the bye, founded rather in theory than prac- 


tice; but the obliquity of the womb is found one 
of the moſt favourite topics of that reſpedtable 
writer. MD 


CASE 


v3 


— e 


= = \ . l * K * 
A * „ - * , 
« 2 of C 7 > . 
* 1 ve * N '< WEE ws 9-08. n 2 . 4 
a 7 2 Hen ks N W 3 5 - s K 
S Ma. Ar Sr» gens: yug #5 * 23, : 
— „ + nf ea + vt 64 * +5 1 —— * 
— — NN — — 


CASE XXXVI. 


A LADY, of naturally a weak and tender 
conſtitution, was taken in labour of her ſecond 
child the 19th of war, 1769. (fix weeks before 
the time ſhe expected) with her firſt child; fhe had 
been attended by a midwife, who was again ſent 
for; and after having waited a day and a night, 
and finding the labour flow in its progreſs, the 
relations uneaſy and diſſatisfied, and the patient 
diſheartened, and extremely low and weak, I 
was applied to in the afternoon of the next 
day; the membranes I found were entire, 
the head fituated high in the pelvis, and the os 
uteri ſufficiently dilated ; ſhe had a ſmall pain, 


in which the membranes broke, and the head of 


the child, with the face foremoſt, deſcended into 
| the 


( 22g ] 
the middle of the pelvis; after which, for near 
an hour, no other pain followed, and the 
; weakneſs of the patient feemed much to increafe : 
in this ſituation, could I have thought that the 
| Pains would have come on forcibly enough to 
have given the fetus a chance of expulſion, I 
ſhould have done right to have truſted it to na- 
ture, or to have endeavoured to reduce it td a 
vertex caſe; but the extreme weakneſs of tlie 
patient induced me to puſh up the head, and 
ſearch for the feet, which I found doubled upon 
the cheſt of the child, and taking hold of them 
delivered the legs, and the pelvis being well 
forthed, and the child not large, the body atid 
head followed, without much trouble; the child 
was weak, and lived only two days; but by 
preſcribing to the mother, remedies to revive her 
exhauſted ſtrength and ſpirits, ſhe recovered in a 
"much ſhorter time than might have been ex- 
peed, My fucceſs in this delivery, may rea« 
formbly be attributed both to the fmall ſize of the 
child's head and body, the happy formation of 
the pelvis, and the retention of part of che 
waters, | 


U4 CASE 
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© AS E XXXVILL 


; WAs ſent for on hs 6th. of MARch, 1771, 
by a midwife, to a ſtrong, hearty woman, who, 
by a fright, had her labour brought on ſooner 
than ſhe expected by two months; ſhe had been 


long, and was, at times, much convulſed. On 


examination, I found the os tince widely dilated, 

the membranes ſound and entire, and the head 

of the child looſe, above the brim of the pelvis; 

L after waiting ſome time, and finding the convul- 
ſions increaſe, and little or no pain, I ruptured 

the membranes, and found the face preſent a lit- 

tle below the brim of the helvis, in rather a late- 

ral direction, with the chin to the pubis. I had 

her placed on her back, and puſhing up the head 

to the fundus utert, I cautiouſly brought down 

the legs, and delivered her, with little dificulty, 
of 
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of a live child; the fits ceaſed ſoon after the 
delivery. and, notwithſtanding the woman was 
reſtored to her former health, without any parti. 
cular inconveniency from her lying-in: in two 
deliveries ſince, ſhe has, in time of labour, been 
ſubje&t to convulſions, Which have gone off ſoon 
after the appearance of the lochia. Although I 
was ſucceſsful in the twp preceding deliveries, I 
am very far from recommending turning in face 
caſes; the propriety of which, as I have ob- 
ſerved in caſe 35. can be but ſeldom juſti- 
fied ; and much difficulty and danger „will 
often accrue from extracting the head after the 
body is delivered; which is obvious in the 
following examples from dr. suELLIIE; who, in 
coll. 34. no. 2. caſe vi. has given a face preſen- 
tation, with the chin to the right fide of the pel- 
vis; the waters, in this caſe, had been diſcharged 
many hours; the patient grew weak and fainted, 
and he endeavoured to deliver her, by bringing 
the child footling; but, as it was very large, he 
could not bring out the head, without the greateſt 


difficulty : caſe vil. 1s allo a face preſentation, 


with the forchead above the pubis, and the chin 
forced 
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forced down to the concave part of the ſacrum; 
by ufing great force the head was puſhed up to 


© the fundus uteri, the legs were brought down, and 


the child delivered as in the former cafe; the 
face was livid, and exceſſively ſwelled, but theſe 
went off in a few days. Coll. gz. caſe ix. he 
mentions the face preſenting ; the child brought 


ſootling; the abdomen ſwelled, and opened with 


the ſciſſars; the hips pulled from the body, and 
this laſt delivered with the crotchets : again, in 
caſe x. of the ſame collection, the face preſented, 
the woman was exhauſted by floodings, the os 
uteri was ſnipped with the ſciſſars, and the child 


| brought footling ; the woman died on the fourth 


day. ; 


7 
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CASE XXXVIII. 


Ox AUGus7T the agth, 1772. in the evening. T 
was called to a woman whe had been in labour 
ſeveral days, and was attended by a midwiſe: 
who not knowing the true ſituation of the child, 
and finding it could not be protruded by the 
force of the natural pains, at length, reluctantly 
conſented to aſk for further aſſiſtance; I found 
| the face preſenting, with the head ſo firmly 
locked in the pelvis, with the chin; however, for- 
tunately below the pubis, that it was needleſs to 
ulſe any force, or endeavour to alter its poſition 
the waters had broke three days before, fince 
which the pains had been very ſharp and ſevere, 
but were now wholly abated, and the patient was be · 
come very weak, faint, and much exhauſted. Upon 


enquiry, 


l - A . 2 2 DSX". 2 n 

F i — , — — , , . : — 8 8 * 8 * 5 : 8 * 

- - 2 «x 2 n Free FI A wm 4 r »- % EY « - * 4 ph Fe 4 WS 992 I 8 mg N "7 
N < N me — _ hs 2 3 3 —— _ — ha * n - Pr ay —— * 2 * 2 4 5 
PR ” i r t rr” 2 — * „ — MF wo. _ — 1 fx 29. 8 5. \ "> 2 2 — S 7 ati * * £ 4 1 4 
. r 4 As —— 1 3 5 , N . 
a Su 8 — N a - a ro * . N "ED — 2 * © us. 4 - — es nov ety N 2 — ; 0 T 
_ ” , — — 1 * = 
» yr, — ä * wha - * - * & * * 
4 = 


——ͤ WY Bow oo —ä: mt a ot 
2 


28 
enquiry, I found ſhe had had no ſtool for the laſt 
two days of her labour: an emollient clyſter, to 
empty the reQtum of its contents, was therefore 
adviſed: ſoon after the operation of which, the 
forceps was the inſtrument I wiſhed to uſe; but 
the head was ſo cloſely wedged into the elvis, that 
I feared the woman might be much bruiſed or torn 
by the application of them ; but the ſhock and ap- 
prehenſion which 1 felt at the thoughts of opening 
the head of che child; more particularly, as no 


evident marks of its death had appeared, over- 


balanced all confiderations to the contrary, and 
reſolved me on the expedient, to perform the 
extraction of the child, if poſſible, in the beſt 
manner I could by their help: the patient being, 


therefore, placed in a conventent manner, it was 


che moſt arduous taſk I ever experienced of the 


kind, to introduce the blades over the ear of the 
child; which being done, the handles were not 
locked, and ſecured, without much difficulty; 
aud whilſt one hand was employed in protecting 


the perineum, by flow and gentle degrees, the 


head was delivered with the other; but not in- 


leſs 


1 3 
leſs than half an hour, from the complete appli- 
cation of the forceps; the head being delivered, 
much obſtruQion accrued from the breadth of the 
ſhoulders, which were not brought along, till I 
had paſſed a finger on each ſide, as far as the 
axilla; and, even then, was obliged to uſe much 
pulling force before I could thoroughly gain my 
point: all theſe dangers and difficulties were, 
however, amply compenſated; for, by the conſi- 
deration of having ſaved the poor infant, which was 
born alive, with the face and head exceedingly 
black and tumified; but by ſuffering it to bleed 
freely from the divided ſunis before it was tied, and 
proper topical applications to the parts affected, 
the tumour was diſperſed, the blackneſs went off, 
and both woman and child had a good recovery. 
I meaſured the length of the child's face, from 
chin to forchead, which was fix inches and three 
quarters; and the breadth of the body, at, the 


ſhoulders, was nine inches and a quarter. 


4 


CASE 
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CASE XXXIX. 


Mrs. B. was taken in labour of her firſt 
child in the morning of novemszs the ſuxth, 
1775. and ſoon after, a midwife, to whom ſhe 
had previouſly ſpoke, was ſent for; but being 
from home another was ſought for, and procured, 
but not till late in the evening of the ſame day; 
through the latter part of which the woman had 
made violent efforts, which ſtill continued, and 
the midwife promiſed to complete the buſineſs in 
a very little time; but after waiting till fix the 
next morning, and che expectations of the wo- 
man and attendants being diſappointed, and a 
general uneaſineſs then prevailing, it was thought 
_ neceſſary to ſend for me: and extremely ſurpri- 
zed I was at the poſition in which I found the 

patient, 
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patient, who was ſeated high upon the bed dou- 
bled, with one leg over the back of one chair, 
and the other over the back of another : the 
midwife was ſeated between her legs, and aſſu- 
red me ſhe had been working many hours, to 
get the child along, but to no purpoſe; her ig- 
norance prevented the reprehenſion ſhe deſerved, 
and without altering the woman's poſture, on 
examination, I found the face preſenting, with 
the chin to the ſide of the pelvis, pretty low. 
down, and very much ſwelled. The delivery 
had been ſufficiently left to the labour pains, 
which were now grown conſiderably. weaker, and 
the patient was very much exhauſted, wept, and 
begged. to be delivered: upon which, 1 altered 
her poſture, defired that ſhe might lie on her 
fide, and, without much difficulty, in that ſitua- 
tion, introduced the forceps, and fixed them 
along the ears, got down the chin to the ins 
ſerior part of the os iſchium, gradually brought it 
out from, under the pubis, and delivered the head 
in the moſt deliberate manner, to prevent any in- 
jury being done to che perineum and fundament. 


The 
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The child's face was very black, much ſwelled; 
and disfigured, but by proper remedies came to' 
Tights in a few days; the delivery of the placenta 
was accompliſhed in about half an hour after that 
of the child, and the mother recovered ſurpri- 
zingly well. — creranrn, caſe 174. gives a face 
preſentation, in which he aſſiſted in the delivery 
with his extractor. The face was very black, 
and much tumified by its lying ſo long preſſed 
in the paſſage; he ordered it to be fomented with 
red wine warmed, by which the tumor and black- 
neſs was, in great meaſure, carried off. cha- 
MAN, Cale 49. has a face preſentation, in 
which the child was forced pretty low, and deli- 


vered with the forceps: and again, in caſe 36. 


he mentions another inſtance of the face pre- 


ſenting towards the os pubis; wherein he made an 
unſucceſsful attempt with the fillet, and after- 
wards introduced the forceps, and delivered.— 
Dr. S$MELL1E, coll. go. deſcribes a caſe of the 
forehead preſenting with the face to the left fide, 
and the fontanclle to the right, in which ſituation 
it bad tuck for a long time, without making any 


1 


progreſs: 
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progreſs: | as the pelvis was large, he reſolved, if 
poſſible, to alter the poſition of the head; and 
ſhould that fail, to bring it footling: but the uterus 


was ſo ſtrongly contracted, as to foil all his 
attempts, and he, at length, delivered with the 
forceps: in caſe 2. of the ſame collection, he alſo 
uſed the forceps when the face preſented: and in 
the following one of the ſame kind, ſeveral un- 
ſucceſsful attempts had been made to raiſe the 
head up in the uterus before he came, and he de- 
livered with the forceps: in the next caſe, he 
tells us, the child's face was ſo ſwelled, that, at 
firſt, he took it for the breech; the woman's 
ſtrength and ſpirits being exhauſted, and the 
contraction and reſiſtance of the womb too great 
to turn the child, and bring it by the feet, he 
introduced the forceps, and delivered the head, 
which was much tumeſied. In the year 1732. 
the doctor, ſays, he was called to a woman, and 
found the -face preſenting with the chin to the 


lower part of the ſacrum, ſo low down, as to 


protrude the parts of the woman in form of a tu- 
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mor; he introduced the forceps, and finding it 
impracticable ſo raiſe the head, was obliged ta 
pull it along in the time of every pain, as it 
preſented, and thus. delivered the woman ſafely , 
of à dead chilc. * 0 
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CASES XL, XLI, and XLII. 
COMMUNICATED 
I LETTERS To ries LATE 


DR. COLIN MAckENZZIE. 


* | : 
- © ;ANUARY 26, 1766. 


FI 


„% DEAR S1R, : / 


| «I TAKE the liberty to acquaint 
you of a very particular caſe, now under 
„my care, which is as follows: on the 15th 


« inſtant, a young woman, of an adjacent vil- 
* lage, about the latter end of the fixth, or be- 
« ginning of the ſeventh month, in conſequence 
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« of lifting a great weight, heard ſomething, 
* ſuddenly, give a violent ſnap within her; ſhe 
* had no pain at that time, but the next day 


« found herſelf liſtleſs, fick, inclined to retch, 


and at intervals felt light pains ; which conti- 
. nuing to the exghizenth, and a larger diſcharge 
« of blood then enſuing, by the advice of her 
*« neighbours, ſhe applied to me: upon which, I 
« viſited her, and found her reclined on a couch, 
fick, weak, and coſtive; the pulſe was quick 
and ſmall, and ſhe had grinding pains in her 
back, with an increaſe of the uterine hemors 
* rhage upon every little motion: having ob- 
„ tained her conſent, I touched her, but could 
not find the os tince, I was informed that ſhe 
had been twice bled fince her being with child, 


l once ſoon after the ſtoppage of her menſes, and 


* again, about a week before this accident happen- 


« ed; ſhe was now too faint and low, to admit of 


that operation being repeated: I therefore ordered 


«« her reſt, a recumbent poſture, and a light nou- 
'+ riſhing diet, gave her a ſmall draught of the 
** tinQure of red roſes, with one drachm of ſyrupus 


e me- 


911 
e meconio, and directed a repetition of the ſame. 
every fix hours; for her coſtiveneſs, 1 preſcri- 
bed an emollient clyſter, compoſed of new milk, 
** coarſe ſugar, and fallad oil, which, as well as 
the draught, was occaſionally repeated till the 
« 2gd inſtant; when, the hemorrhage ſtill conti- 
© nuing to recur, upon the ſlighteſt occaſions, | 
« I apprized her relations of the danger ſhe was 
* in, and ' propoſed calling in another practi- 
* tioner; but as he lived at a great diſtance from. 
* me, and I was engaged at the time when he 
attended the patient, have not yet ſeen him; 
but underſtand, he bled her, and, with my 
6s approbation, directed a continuance of the 
© draught and clyſter, as occaſion might require; 
+ which has been complied with, but with little 
© ſuccels, for the patient certainly grows weaker, 
and is more languid: in this critical ſituation, 
© I ſhall not fail in my conſtant attendance on 
her, and ſhall acquaint you with the iſſue of 
« the caſe; in the mean time, beg to hear your 
e ſentiments on the preſent Nate of it, which 
„will give me much ſatisfaQion, I have juſt 
X 3 * now 
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4 now ſeen the patient, and re-examined her, 
but the os tince ſtill continues to elude my 
« ſearch; the flux does not increaſe in quantity, 
10 vet the pulſe is the ſmalleſt I ever remember to 
© have felt; notwithſtanding which, the patient 
«is in pretty good ſpirits, and, ſeemingly, ap- 
prehenſive of no danger. I think it very re- 
« markable, and extraordinary, that the os tince 
u js not to be found; do you ſuppoſe, that the 
* ſeveral ſtages of geſtation are to be aſcertained, 


with exact preciſion, by the examination of 


« the os tince, when it is to be felt? Amongſt the 


many ridiculous and ſuperſtitious notions en 


« tertained by old women, I know of no one 
4 more abſurd, than -that of attributing ſingulat 
« virtues, as a preſervative againſt drowning, to 
the caul, with which a child is ſaid to be born: 
* a labour, wherein I affiſted a few nights 
„ago, it was diſcovered, that the child was born 
„ with a caul, which was taken abundance of 
* care of, and preſerved with much ſolemnity.— 


* On the ſecond of this month, I received a mef- 


„ ſage to attend the wife of a farmer, who was 


„ {aid 


4 
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* ſaid to be very ill of the cholic; but inſtead of 
« that diſorder, it turned out to be labour; and 
the child being well advanced, was delivered by 

« the natural pains, was ſtrong and healthy, ſoon | 
e after ſucked, and continued remarkably well.--- 
« And about a twelvemonth ſince, I attended a 
« woman, who had borne ſeveral children before, 
and explained to me, in every particular, her 
« feaſons, for believing, that ſhe had exceeded 
her reckoning by, at leaſt, five or ſix weeks; 
« ſhe had a more laborious time than uſual, and 
a ſlow getting up. I mention theſe two caſes, 
e becauſe the firſt woman had been only married 
„eight months, and was unhappy, in not being 
able to account for coming ſooner than ſhe 
expected: and the ſecond, having always 
© been remarkable, for making her calculation, 
to almoſt a mathematical degree of certainty : 
« and further, becauſe, I would wiſh to know, 
*« whether, you look upon the term of nine 
months, abſolutely to be depended on; or, at 
* beſt, but an uncertain rule,” 
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THE ANSWER. 


„ DEAR SIR, 


Tu E caſe 3 your care is, no 
. pes fy a difagreeable one; if a flooding comes 
- * on -at any time before the ninth month, it is 
dangerous, and one of the moſt alarming ſymp- 
* toms in MIDWIFERY it often happens in the 
04 « firſt three months, by the ſeparation of the 
2 placenta from the ovum; but oftener from 
25 rights, falls, blows, &c. even the moſt trivial 
6 thing has brought on a flooding and miſ- 
"0 carriage ; but at this time is ſeldom mortal ; 
it often begins in very ſmall quantities; then 
« upon the woman's lying in an horizontal poſi- 
tion, ceaſes for ſome time: and then alternately 


4 - 


„% flows 


% 
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« flows, and ceaſes again; and fo on, till, at length, * 
© the os tincæ is dilated, and the contents of the 
4 uterus are diſcharged --- repeated bleeding is 
« likely to have been prejudicial to your patient, 
and ſhould ever be uſed with caution in a lax 
and weakly habit: it is a practice recommended | 
in moſt times of pregnancy; but ſucceeds 
« beſt, and is moſt uſeful in complaints, that 
border on plethora: the xxENCH are fo fond of 
it, that they bleed the woman, at all times, even 
* whenſheis in the laſt hour of her time. As no- 
thing interferes more with the MAN MIpwtire's 
character, than flooding, ſo nothing ſhould em- 
„ ploy his care and attention more: and, indeed, 
_ * where they are extremely bad and dangerous, it 
is adviſeable ts call in the ſenior practitioner. 
„Lou did very right to apprize the relations of 
© the danger, which, in theſe caſes, it is always 
' beſt to do, as it ſerves to take off all reflec- 
tion from the Man mipwiee. If you can ſup- 
port the woman's ſtrength, and no violent d- 
** morrhage happens, ſhe may do well: as ſhe is al- 
ready fo much reduced, there is danger of laiming 
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1 fits, and her dying, upon the firſt conſiderable 


* jnereaſe of the flooding; nature, however, often 


does ſurprizing things. It is thought the cer- 


ix uteri contracts ſoon after conception. The 


« os tincæ is ealily felt in an unimpregnated 
« ſtate, as it alſo is for three or four months after 


conception; though it has, then, quite a diffe- 
© rent feel, and becomes ſomewhat ſhorter : for, 
as before pregnancy, it was long and hard, 
u now, you'll obſerve, it feels ſmooth and ſoft, 


„and covered with a mucus; and it ſhortens in 
proportion to the woman's advancing to the 
period of her term. The time of a woman's 
« being gone with child, will be known, with 
** ſome degree of certainty, by the feel of the os 


* tinc@; which, if unimpregnated, will be pro- 


% minent, feel hard to the touch, and, by preſſing 


on it, will eaſily remove, either upwards or 


*« laterally, from the finger; at the ſame time, the 


„ abdomen will be very ſoft: when a woman is 
about two months gone, it will be ſomewhat a 
„little ſhortened, not move from the finger, and 
„be a little moiſt: when ſhe arrives at about 


four 


» 
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© four or five months, the os tinge will then be 
« conſiderably ſhortened, and, by feeling on each 
„ fide of it, a hardneſs may probably be felt: 
« hut, about the fixth month, it becomes ſtill 
„ ſhorter and moiſter: and, about the ſeventh or 
« eighth, extremely ſo: in the ninth month, it 
entirely loſes its ſize, and is only to be diſtin- 
« guiſhed by a chaſm that is left, around which the 
child may be ſometimes eaſily diſtinguiſhed by 
the touch, and through which the membranes 
may be diſtinctly felt : inſtances have happened, 
though very ſeldom, that the os iznce, at the eud 
« of the ninth month, has continued long; but, 
* even then, it is ſult and moiſt, and will eaſily 
“ open: when nothing is to be felt, it is 2 certain 
*« fign, that the labour will be attended with diffi- 
« culty; this may, probably, be ſometimes ow- 
ing to a bad formed pelvis ; but, on the con- 
* trary, has happened where the pelvis was well 
4 proportioned. It can't well be accounted for, 
_«* why labour comes on juſt at the ead of nine 
* ſolar months ; that is to ſay, why, at the ex- 
* piration of that time, the impelling force be- 


come 


„5 „(Een 
® comes naturally ſo great: and why then, the 
aſſiſting power accrues; by the aſſiſting power, 
] mean the contraction of the abdominal muſ. 
cles and diaphragm. If a woman goes ten 
days beyond her time, ſhe has generally a dif- 
* ficult one. Authors agree, that the full time 
of pregnancy, is nine ſolar months. MAR - 
* cxav is very curious, indeed, in this particu- 
* lar; and pretends, that a day, more or leſs, 
* produces ſomething uncommon: in ſupport of 
* which, he brings many caſes. Women may, 
** occaſionally, come before, or go beyond, the 
* uſual period of geſtation. The caul, you 
* know, is no more than a part of the mem- 
« branes. I ſhall be obliged to you for che re- 
mains of the caſe; and am, &c. 


LAMorrE has two deliveries, where he could 
exactly reckon the term of nine months; and 
acknowledges, that it rarcly happens, but there 
are a day or two, more or leſs: again, in chap. 
27. of the ſame author, he ſays, the term of 
nine months is not certain, but only the moſt 

' frequent; 
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frequent; and thinks, the child may come at its 
full time, from the beginning of the ſeventh 
month, to the tenth, twelfth, and even thir- 
teenth : and that it is always born at its full 
time, when it is able to live, and take the 
breaſt. Vide his book, obſ. 71. 72, 73. 74. 75, 
76, Kc. 


Ax Eſſay on the evil conſequences attending 
injudicious bleeding in pregnancy, has been 
lately publiſhed by dr. waLLis. pions tells 
us, that goſſiping women are perſuaded, that 
the children which come into the world with 


a part of this membrane (which they have deno- 


minated the caul) are more fortunate than others, 
MAURICEAU aſcribes this accident to quick and 
eaſy labours, and to ſuch women as drop their 
children, and bring them forth with the greateſt 
eaſe ; for then, ſays he, the child is not obliged 
by ſtruggling to break the membranes, but 
brings it off, wreathed about its head, almoſt 


whole, which it could not do were the paſſage 


ſtraiter ; hence qur author concludes, ſuch a de- 


livery 
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es 
livery is equally happy, both for mother and 


child. Dr. bun TroN, p. 12. has given us ſome 
very uſeful diſtinQions of the os tince, to be 
made by touching: and page 109. mentions 
the danger of not finding the os tincæ. schukl- 
stus ſpeaks of a perſon, who miſcarried eleven 
times, yet, by proper bleeding, in her next breed- 
ing, brought forth a living child. HrrockA- 
res condemns veneſeQion in pregnancy, eſpeci- 
ally if the woman is far gone: and the judicious 


mr. WHITE, of MANCHESTER, to whom much re- 


ſpect is due for his uſeful treatiſe on the manage · 


ment of pregnant and lying- in women, ſays, he 
is convinced that bleeding is too indiſcrimately 
uſed, and too oſten repeated: and, that though 
it may, on ſome occaſions, give immediate relief ; 
yet, upon the whole, it muſt aggravate the com- 
plaints, weaken the patients, and render them 


more liable to putrid diſeaſes; but would not 


be underſtood to mean, that bleeding is never ne- 
ceſſary: in ſome habits, he ſays, and in inflams 
matory diſorders, it certainly is ſo; particularly, 
if the patient complain of a ſenſe of fulneſs, 

| pain 


„ 

pain of the head and back, with a ſtrong full 
| pulſe, and has had a better appetite, and uſed 
leſs exerciſe, than beſore her pregnancy; but, 
even in plethoric caſes, unattended with inflam- 
matory ſymptoms, aſſes milk, Seltzer water, elixir 

of vitriol, and an alive life, anſwer the ſame 
purpoſe as. bleeding; with this advantage, ſays 
our author, that they will obviate the preſent ple- 
thora, without favoring its return; which 1s a 
ſtrong objeAion to frequent bleeding, at the ſame 
time that they ſtrengthen and brace the ſolids. 
And a careful obſervance of this opinion may, 

undoubtedly, be attended with much ſalutary | 
advantage, both in obviating the injuries, which 
may accrue in the pregnant ſlate, from an inju- 
dicious uſe of the lancet, and by proving a proper 
ſuccedaneum for bleeding, where the patient may | 
entertain a particular averſion to that operation, 5 
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IN 4 LETTER TO THE LATE 
DR. COLIN MACKENZIE. 


/ 14 Feb. 1766. 
% DEAR SIR, 


* 


1 CAN now inform you, with 

„much ſatisſaction, that the patient we treated 
« of, is in train of recovery. At the cloſe of 
my laſt letter, I told you of the very low con- 
dition to Which ſhe was reduced, and of 
„my not being able to find the os tincæ, which 
& equally eluded my ſearch, till the fourth in- 
*« ſtant; when, upon examining the patient, with 
+ the fore finger of my left hand, as ſhe laid 
„upon 
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*4 upon her right. ſide in bed; at the ſame time, 


60 « making a, ſmall degree of preſſure _ with my 

« right hand on the abdomen, the os tince ap- 
0 « peared to the touch very high up, moiſt, and 
66 ſpread to the breadth of. a ſhilling. The 
* aſtringent medicine, and emollient clyſter, as 


** mentioned in my laſt, were occaſionally re- 


" « peated; but the draining continued at intervals 
till the fixth inſtant; when the hemorrhage ſud» 
6 « denly increaſing, 1 was called to her, and now 
2 found the os tince lower down, and more open; 
* ſhe had {mall bearing-down pains, with regu · 
a” lar intermiſſions, of about half an hour. Al- 
* ter waiting with her chree hours, the mem · 
os branes ſuddenly gave way, and the, nates de- 
" ſcended ſo low into the pelvis, as to nnr 
© the external parts in form of a tumor, and, 


with a little aſſiſtance, ſhe was caſily delivered | 


« of a ſmall child, which cried once, and ex- 
pired immediately: ſoon aſter che flooding 
came on afreſh, and the patient fainted away, 
5 pre” paſſing my hand gently up to withdraw 
* the placenta, I diſcovered the head of another 

Y * child, 


ae 


ft Gl OR. nomad 


9 * | 


. 

1 child, refling upon the pubes; 7 from whence I 
* was no ſooner diſlodged, than it followed my 
« hand, and was Umoſt inftantly deli vered; the 
85 * blacenlæ, which were mall. and joined toge- 
„ther by an intervening membrane, were | 
brought forth without much. trouble; . the 7 
« * Hooding ceaſed, the 'woman revived ſoon 
after the evacuation of the © uterus, and 
"0 every tender and neceſſary care having been 
taken of her, her firength and ſpirits are ſo 
% far recruited, that ſhe is able to ſit up in her 
4 bed, and receive nouriſhment. The head' of 
«the firſt child was a ſize larger than the head of 
« the ſecond; and, what was very extraordi- 
„ nary, both its feet were turned up, flat and 
i cClole to the tibia of each leg; to which they 
« were connetted by a ſtrong membranous ſub- 
« ſtance, It was born alive, but died ſoon af- 
CE terwards,” 

Ir 3s ſomething remarkable, that in three ſuc- 
ceeding pregnancies, this patient miſcartied about 
dhe end of the fourth month, and has fince had 

| rg children, with whom ſhe went her full time. 


CASE 


© a8 ©. XL. 


A POOR woman, Sad in the WOE of her 
| firſt child, ſent for a midwife, in the morning 
of the third of war, 1767, the natural pains 
came gradually on; and in the evening of the 
ſame day, I was told, becoming ſharper, and 
more powerful, the membranes broke; and ſuch 
an uncommon diſcharge of water enſued, as to 
fill a large chamber pot, beſides what was ſpilt 
upon her cloaths, and about the room. The 
pains relaxed, and the waters continued drain- 
ing away, at times, in great quantities, till four 
in the afternoon of the next day: in this ſtate of 
che caſe, I was conſulted; the woman was fa- 
tigued, reſtleſs and hot, and much alarmed and 
terrified at the repreſentations of the midwife, 
who had given it as her opinion, that the child 

Y 2 could 
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could not be born alive, nor at all, without the 
help of inſtruments; her officiouſneſs, in repeat- 
ed ſcoopings, for a great length of time, had 
made the ſoft parts of the woman much infla- 
med and tumehed; and, ſo tender and ſore, that 
ſhe could ſcarcely bear to be touched. The os 
tince was ſpread about the breadth of a half 
crown, and at its. edges felt as hard as a board; 
the wertex was pretty low down, and preſented 
to the os externum, with the forehead to the ſa- 
crum, and the head ſcemed very large: on every 
motion the water kept draining off, and in time 
of pain more conſiderably ſo. I never met with 
an inſtance of ſo much water; and concluded, 
that the too great quantity of it had, in great 
meaſure, prevented the contraction of the uterus, 
and thereby leſſened the force of the pains; the 
woman was thirſty and collive: in theſe circum- 
ances, I thought it proper to put her to bed, 
inject an emollient clyſter, anoint the labia pu- 
dendi with unguentum floris ſambuci, apply to the 
parts a cataplaſm of bread and milk, and give 
her a neutral draught with Hrupus e meconto, to 

; = | be 


>» 
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be repeated every three hours ; deſired ſhe would 
indulge herſelf in whatever poſture was moſt a- 
greeable to her, and be kept as ſtill and quiet as 
poſſible: and further, to prevent any more rough 
handling, diſmiſſed the midwife, and took the 
whole charge of the caſe into my own hands: the 
pains, though weak, recurred at regular intervals, 
and ſhe reſted moderately between them: in 
this ſtate, full fourteen hours had elapſed, before 
I re-examined the os tince; in which, an agree- 
able alteration was now effected, for it was much 
ſofter, and more ſpread; and the head was ſome- 
what more advanced, but ſqueezed into a long 
conical ſorm: in about ten hours after this, the 
pains became quicker and ſtronger, and the pro- 
trukon of the head began to form: upon which, 
my principal care was the preſervation of the be- 


rineum, and the largeneſs of the child's head, as 


the forchead rofe from under it, rendered it ra- 
ther a difficult taſk; however, by lubricating it, 
and making uſe of proper preſſure, it was ſafely 
protected, and this part of the buſineſs happily 
accompliſhed, without the leaſt hurt, or lacera- 

1 3 tion: 
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tion: che Placenta was eaſily brought out, but 
had a particularjty, which I never before or fince 
remember to have obſerved in any one; for part 
of its external ſurface was vaſcular, and divided 
into ſmall lobes: and, the other part, of a jelly- 
like ſubſtance, ſpread with veſicles fill'd with 
water; the vertex was lengthened in form of a 


ſugar loaf, and meaſured from its apex to the chin, 
ſeven inches and a quarter; and laterally, from 
temple to temple, four and a quarter; the child 
lived, and the mother was ſo well, as to get up in 
good health in ten days: ſhe aſterwards informed 
me, that from the ſecond month of her being with 
child, to the time of her labour, ſhe had frequently | 
had diſcharges of water, which differed from 
that ſhe made by coming away involuntarily, . 
Mr. joHN ALEXANDER, Of HALIFAX, in YORK= 
skikk, in the third volume of Med. Comm. re- 
lates the hiſtory of an exceſſive diſcharge of wa- 
ter from the uterus, during pregnancy. For the 
bad effects of the waters, when they are in too 
great a quantity, vide LA MOTTE, obſ. gog. & 
$310,—GIFFARD, Caſe 186. gives an account of che 
bringing 
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bringing away of ſeveral Jarge deen formed \ 
from a great number of kydatides joined together 
by a looſe parenchymatous ſubſtance, — RUYSCH, 
obf. gg. has publiſhed a very remarkable cafe of 
the placenta uterina degenerated into limpid da- 
tides, like a bunch of grapes, which he conceives 
to be nothing elſe, than the very minute glands 
of the placenta diſtended jnto watry veſicles J 
which, as he juſtly obſerves, is a diſorder fre- 


quent enough in the liver, kidnies, and other 
glandular parts—the waters may often be too 
copious, as in the foregoing caſe, and by bearing 
down too heavily againſt the membranes, may 
occaſion a premature rupture thereof, and thus 
occaſion great protraction of the labour: under 
which circumſtance, ſufficient patience and for- 
bearance, are to be eſteemed as the beſt and ſafeſt 
| means to procure a favorable iſſue, 


r * , 
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CASE XIV. 
. ſubject of the caſe before us, was a poor 
woman, about three and thirty; ſhe had been ſub- 
jet to ® ricketty affections in her infancy, and 
from her make and ſhape, it was ealy to perceive, | 
that the pelvis was not of the beſt conſtruction; 

which was further confirmed by che report of 
her two preceding labours; in both of which, 
the deſlruction of the child had been the una- 
yoidable conſequence : in this her third labour, 
neceſſity had obliged her to have rerourſe to a 
woman pradlitioner, who had waited on her three 
days and nights before I was ſent for, on the 25th 
of NOVEMBER, 1768. and then by order of a 


It is to be obſerved, that women, who have the misfor- 
tune to ſuffer from richętty affections in their infancy, com- 
monly ſuſtain ſome kind of diſtortion of the pe/vis ; though, 
every other part, there may not remain the leaſt veſtige of 
the diſcaſe, 


pariſh 
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pariſh officer. The os tince was open to about 
the breadth of a crown piece, felt hard and 
rigid; and the pudenda were ſwelled” and in- 
flamed, by the ungentle handling ſhe had ſuf- 


fered from the midwife; the waters had been 


gone off ſor many hours, and the vagina ſelt 
dry and conſtricted; the head preſented with 
the verlex very high in the pelvis; and the wo- 
man, from the preſſure of the uterus upon the 
neck of the bladder, laboured under a total ſup- 
preſſion of urine, with a great ſenſe of diſten« 
fion, for the laſt hour: upon which, I drew 


away near two quarts of water, with the * female 


catheter; in the application of which, I am 


always directed by the ditoris, which is ſituated 


immediately under the pubis, and affords the 
ſureſt guide to the introduction of this inſtru- 
ment; to alleviate the tumefaction of the parts, 
I uſed cataplaſms and fomentations; the . pains 
had been ſtrong and forcible, but were now weak 

Q Dr. JOHNSON, pages 112 & 257, has obliged us, in this 
caſe, with directions for the poſition of the woman: and 


alſo, very accurately deſcribed the manner of paſling the 
eatheter, | 


4 
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and trifling; however, with the help of an opi- 
ate, and by keeping che patient cool and quiet, I 


was in hopes, they might again acquire an in- 
creaſed force, make a change in the os uteri, and 
cauſe the head to deſcend farther down in the 
pelvis. It was a long time, from the rupture of 
the qnembranes, and the make and form of the 


- woman, with the conſideration of the difficulties 


which had accrued in her two former labours, and 
the preſent. diſagreeable circumſtances which ſhe 
laboured under, all conſpired to prevent my form- 


ing a judgment che moſt fayourable to the event; 
which, however, I had reſolved ſhould depend upon 


nature, to the utmoſt: I therefore ſummoned up all 
my patience, and after waiting with her near eight 


and forty hours; during which time, the periods 


of the pains recurrence, till within the laſt four 
hours, had ſeldom been lefs than ten, fifteen, or 
twenty minutes: the rigidity and ſwelling of the 
loft parts were much relieved by a repetition of 


the fore-mentioned topical applications; the os 


uteri yielded, tho by hairs breadths, to the ſlow 


| advances of the head, which worked itſelf down to 


a moſt 
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ga moſt amazing * elongation: however, I had dhe 

great ſatisfaQion, by this flow, cautious, and delibe- 

ate manner of treatment, at length, to ſucceed in 
the delivery by the effects of the natural pains; the 
child was alive when born, but very weakly ; andthe 
dimenſions of its head, from chin to forehead, were 

dix inches and three quarters; but laterally, from 
temple to temple, ſcarcely three: the mother 
was a conſiderable time before ſhe recovered her 
ſtrength; ſoon after which ſhe removed her ſitua- 

tion to a great diſtance from me; and, in her next 
pregnancy, I am informed, endured an extraordina- 
ry lingering labour, was delivered by the aſſiſtance 
of the crotchet, and died of the lochial fever, ſeven 
days aſter her delivery. In the two preceding 
caſes, as well as ſome others, which will appear 
in the courſe of this work ; the injury, which 
manifeſtly ariſes from that pernicious cuſtom of 
ſcooping; a practice, too prevalent with many 

® Though the narrow or diſtorted pelvis is often the cauſe 

of a lingering labour : under ſuch circumſtances it is really 
amazing to think what nature will frequently do when not 


interrupted in her proceſs, when the vertex preſents, and 
the pains are powerful. 


ignorant i 
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ignorant praQiitioners, ſhewg the neceſſity of its 
ever being rejected, as it never fails to harden 
and tumefy the os tince, inflame the contiguous 
parts, and, without the leaſt advantage, to irritate 
and fatigue the woman; a miſchief, which ſhould 
be ever carefully avoided: and ſurely, there is 
not a time, which requires our greateſt tenderneſs, 
patience, care, and delicacy, more than in natural 
parturition.— nursch, obl. 3 1. highly reprobates 
this practice, as conduci ve of the greateſt dan- 
ger; and cautions the midwife againſt every 


rough treatment, which may injure and inflame 


the uterus. Dr. our p adviſes the motions of the 
fingers to be performed with the greateſt caution : 
otherwiſe, he ſays, the edges of the orifice may 
be torn, which will produce miſerable conſe- 
quences; ſuch as, violent pain, inflammation, 
ulceration, cancer, &c. and recites an inſtance 
of his being ſent for to a woman, whoſe aſter 
pains, as ſhe called them, continued much longer, 
and more violent, than uſual: upon enquiry, he 
was told, ſhe had a very difficult and tedious la- 
bour; and, that the midwife was obliged ts work 
| | like 
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lite a horſe, as they expreſſed-it; before ſhe-could 
deliver her; when the diſcharge of the lochia 
ceaſed, which was ſooner than; uſual, by reaſon 
of her extraordinary pain; it Was followed. he 
ſays, by that of a fetid, ſanious, black ;chor; 
which gave him terrible apprehenſions; how- 
ever, in ſome time, ſhe was cured, by the help 
of anodyne deterſive injections, and taking ſome 
few medicines of the hyſterical tribe, by the ad- 
vice of her phyſician: ſome time after this, he 
adds, that ſhe conceived, and employed him to 

lay her; whatever her labour might have been 
| before, it was now very difficult: for, upon ex- 
amining, he found a large callous cicatrix on 
the orifice, which made him dread the impoſſibi- 
lity of its ever being ſufficiently dilated, and which 
did not happen till after four and twenty hours 
cloſe application; which he obſerves, ſerves to 
prove, that all the violent ſymptoms, which hap- 
pened after her labour, were owing to the igno- 


rance of the midwife, by lacerating the orifice, of 


the womb: a moſt dreadful accident, which hap- 
; h peuing 
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pening from whatever cauſe it may, either the 
preternatural poſition of the child, by too precipi- 
tate efforts to dilate it; or, by any other exertions 
of the ignorant and inexperienced practitioner, 
is always exceedingly dangerous, and often fatal. 


TT 


CA SE * 


M. attendance to this woman was beſpoke; 


it was her firſt pregnancy: ſhe had been ſubje& 


to convulſions when young, and in the latter end 
of the third month of her time, after having 
for ſome days paſt, complained of a violent head 
ach, and pain in her ſtomach. was ſeized wich 
an epileptic fit, attended wich foamings at her 
mouth, and firovg ſpaſmodic contractions ol 
che whole body: as ſhe was of a plethoric, fan- 
guine habit, I took away twelve ounces of blood, 
and in the morning following gave her a laxative 
drau ght, ordered her regimen to be cool and di- 


luting. and gave her a nitrous emulſion to take 


three times a day. On the twentieth day from. 


the firſt attack the fit returned, but was not ſo 
violent as before; I repeated venzſeQion, and 
| | = 
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the next day ventured to give her fix drachms 
of vinum ißecacuanſiæ, which unloaded her ſlo- 
mach of a large quantity of dark acrid.bile,. and 
The had no return of the fit: her labour began 
in the afternoon of the nineteenth of sgerTEM- 
BER, 1769. and ſoon after I was ſent for; but 
being at a great diſtance feb. home, I did not 


reach her houſe till midnight, when the told me 


ſhe had had many very ſharp pains, been very 
fick, and ſometimes felt as if her fits were 
coming, which had frightened her very much ; 
the pains had acquired an increaſed force, and 
were now very ſtrong: I examined, and found 
the os tince pretty largely dilated, and the mem- 
branes protruding in form of a bag; in the re- 
miſſions of the pain, I thought the head of the 
child was the part I touched; but the membranes 
breaking, was ſoon convinced of my miſtake, 
both by the touch, and the meconium which paſſed 
with the waters, and plainly diſcovered the preſent- 
ing part to beno other than the breech ; thenatural 
throes ſtill continuing powerful, the child, notwith- 


Banding 1 its preternatural ſuuation, was very ſoon 


delivered. 


Bo, 2) CE 
delivered, with little or no difficulty, The wo- 


man herſelf, I found had long entertained an 


idea of bringing forth twins: and as the placenta 
was retained longer than uſual, by examining 
the abdomen exteriorly, the uterine ' tumor was 
eaſily diſcovered not to be ſufficiently diminiſhed: 
upon which, after lubricating my hand, I paſſed 


it gently up the vagina, and ſoon perceived a. 


ſecond ſet of membranes, and, as I thought, the 
head of another childz the woman ſuddenly 
growing faint, and beginning to flood, I a ſecond 
time introduced my hand, ruptured the mem- 
branes, and by my fingers flipping into the left 
axilla, found it was the ſhoulder, and not the head 
that preſented : upon which, without withdrawing 
my hand, I deliberately fearched for the feet, ob- 
tained them, and thus effeted the delivery of 
the ſecond child; both the children were born 
alive: the placentæ, which were ſoon aſter delivered, 
adhered ſo firmly and intimately together, that the 
veſſels of one cake inoſculated with thoſe of the 


other; the only inſtance of the kind, which I ever 


remember to have met with. I left the woman in 
2 a very 
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a very good condition, and ſhe has ſince had 


many children, with no extraordinary circum- 
ſtance attending the geſtation or birth of either. 


14 MOTTE'S obſ. 220. contains a caſe, in many 


circumſtances ſimilar to the above. — PORTAL, 


obl. 17. has deſcribed a moſt extraordinary caſe 


of the delivery of a woman, ſeized with epileptic 
fits, without ſenſe or motion: and another, of 
the like kind, wherein, with the approbation of 
two phyſicians, who attended the patient, by 
immediate delivery, the woman and child were 
both ſaved: he further adds, that the woman, 
not long after her recovery, was big with child 
again, and brought to bed without the aſſiſtance 
of a. midwife; but the third time of her big- 
nefs, being in labour ſeized with the ſame fits 
ſhe had in her firſt travail; and the ſurgeon ſent 


for to deliver her, not daring to attempt the deli- 


very, ſhe periſhed, miſerably, for want of timely 
help; for, though he was ſent for afterwards, it 
was too late, both mother and child being dead 
before he came, either by the violence of the epi- 
leptic fits, or by an exceſſive flux of blood, 


where- 


[027 
Wherewith ſhe was not afflicted the firſt time of 
her delivery: he opened the body, he ſays, and 
found all the internal parts without blemiſh, and 
therefore attributed her death to the exceſſive eva- 


cuation of the blood: he further obſerves, that the 


bladder being extended by the urine, and preſſing 
upon the neck of the womb and its inward ori- 
fice, obſtructs the free paſſage of the child; 
beſides, when it is filled with urine, being 


| ſqueezed by the head of the child, it produces 


moſt violent pains; to prevent which, he adviſes 
a probe to be paſſed into the bladder, to give 
paſſage to the urine: inſtances whereof he relates, 
from his own experience, in the caſes of two 
gentlewomen : one of which, falling continually 


into fits, was no ſooner freed from the urine, that 


had filled and diſtended the bladder, to the quan- 


tity of four pounds; but the pain ceaſed, toge- | 


ther with the fits, and ſhe was delivered within 


three hours after; though ſhe died in five hours 


after that, without recovering her ſenſes: an ul- 
cer, he continues, upon diſſection, was found in 
her brain, with an infection of the bones. The 
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other patient ſeeling exceſſive pains, without any 

proſpect of a forward labour, he evacuated her 
bladder by means of a probe; which done, the 
pains ceaſed in three hours, and in five or fix pains 
.after procured a happy and eaſy delivery. By theſe 
obſervations, our author ſeems to infer, that the | 
epileptic affections, he ſpeaks of, aroſe from the 

irritation brought on by the preternatural fulneſs of 
the bladder; to (evacuate which, a preference 


over the probe cannot fail to be given to the fe- 


male catheter; as the epileptic fits in caſe 43. 
occurred in the earlier part of geſtation, and the 
above quotations more immediately relate to the 
times of labour, an apology for their preſent in- 
ſertion, would ſeem neceſſary, did they not tend 
to the main ſubj ect of demonſtrating, that ſuch 
complaints are much more to be feared, at or 
-about the time of delivery, than in the firſt 
months of pregnancy; the treatment of which 
will be ever found to depend upon the habit of I 
the patient, and muſt be directed according to the 

particular ſymptoms attending the caſe; for, in 


” this, as well as in many other complaints, were 


general 


L 269 
general rules to be laid down, we ſhould (as ra 


extremely dangerous---a poor woman, in the 


| ſeventh month of her pregnancy, from a fright, 


was attacked with a fit of this kind, in the morn- 


ing of the ſeventh of war, 1777. and ſuppoſed 


to be in labour; I immediately attended her, 
and found the os tince undilated ; the patient 
was ſtiff, and foamed at her mouth ; J ordered 
her extremities to be rubbed with warm cloths, 
and wrapped up in flannels; which, with the uſe 
of anodynes, and bleeding, brought her to her- 


ſelf, and ſhe completed her full term, without 


any return of the paroxyſm ; her labour was na- 
tural, and the placenta came away with eaſe, A 
cafe, ſimilar to the above, has ſince occurred to a 
gentleman in this neighbourhood ; and, notwith- 
ſtanding his greateſt care and caution, the patient 
died, undetivered, of the fits, accompanied with 
a uterine hemorrhage, in the fifth month of geb 


tation, 


MOTTE very judiciouſly obſerves) be ſometimes 


forced to overlook them.---Eplleptic fits are always 


FTT 
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CASE XLVI. 


| A YOUNG woman, in the fourth month 
of her pregnancy with her firſt child, was, in 
the morning of the 15th of JULY, 1767. without 
being able to aſſign any particular reaſon for 
the attack, ſuddenly ſeized with convulſions, 
which held her more than an hour: ſoon aſter 
the fit ſhe perceived a ſmall pallid ſanguineous 
diſcharge from the vagina, which alarmed her 
relations, and haſtened their application to me. 
The patient was of a nervous habit, had a ſickly 
countenance ; the pulſe was fmall and feeble, and 
the body coſlive: I defired ſhe might be kept 
ealy and flill, not too hot, and, as much as 

poſſible, forhear any kind of exerciſe: I preſcri- 
bed her a gentle opiate in the evening, and an 
emollient clyſter; beſides this, I ordered her 


every 


E 


mixture, with ſyrupus limonum; by theſe means, 
we prevented any farther appearance of a uterine 
flux, and ſheremained tolerably well for about three 
weeks; when, as ſhe was fitting at work, the fits 
ſuddenly returned, but not ſo violently as before: 
and ſoon after the paroxyſm, there was again a 

ſmall diſcharge of blood from the vagina; the 
opiate, clyſter, and mixture, were now re- 
peated; beſides which, a bliſter was applied 
inter ſcapulas, and, when at any time, very faifit 
or low, ſhe took a ſpoonful of julebum e moſcho 
in this method we continued ſafe from the fits, 
through the advanced months, till the full end 
of her term; when the labour pains came 
on, accompanied with the fits, to a very 
ſevere degree; I was immediately called, found 
her in the midſt of the paroxyſm, with an inci- 
pient hemorrhage from the uterus; and, upon 


touching, perceived the os tince fully dilated, 


and the feet and breech of the child prefenting : 
the laſt of which I gently puſhed up, ſecyred the 
feet, and the child being ſmall, accompliſhed the 
2 4 deli- 


every ſix hours, three ſpoonsful of a peruvian; 
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delivery with very little difficulty ; the woman 


continued weak a conſiderable time, but, at 
length, recovered: and ſoon after becoming again 
pregnant, went into a decline, and died of an 
abortion in the latter part of the fifth month ; the 
child, which I delivered her of, was very weakly, 
and had a great enlargement of the ſpinal mar- 
row, which formed a tumour, about the ſize of 
a tennis ball; was ſoft, limpid, and, apparently, 
contained a watery humour ; in proportion as the 
child waſted away, the tumour was obſerved to 
increaſe in its ſize, and the child died tabid on 
the eighth day after it was born.—rvuyscn, in his 
Zach. obſ. deſcribes a tumour in the Joins of a 
fatus, with a bifid ſpine; and ſays, that a tus 
mour frequently arifes in the Joins of a ſælus, 
while it is yet an inhabitant of the »/erus; which 
tumour is, in ſore meaſure, ſoft, more eſpeci- 
ally in the middle; and frequently, it is limpid, 
as if it was an hydatid; but, ſometimes, it is 
found opaque: it is not always, he ſays, the ſame 
in magnitude, but, ſometimes, equal to the ſize 


of a walnut, and, ſometimes, as large as a 


middling 
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middling turnip: he aſſerts this affeQion to be 


a dropſy, and almoſt the ſame diſorder, allowing 
for the difference of ſituation with that, which in 


the head of the ſœtus is commonly called an hy- 


drocephalus: for, in the fame manner, ſays he, 
as in the head of the infant, before the bones 


of the cranium are united by means of the ſutures, 


the membranes of the brain and integuments of 


the head, are frequently expanded, to a great 
degree, with a quantity of water, ſo as to form a 


ſoft tumour: in the ſame manner alſo, there is a 
ſimilar tumour, ſometimes, formed in the back or 
loins, but ſeldom in the nape of the neck; 
which, however, he once met with an inflance 
of, and preſerved it in his repoſitory: and till 
more rarely, continues our author, does it happen 


in the inferior and exterior part of the os ſacrum; 


an inſtance of which, however, follows in his next 


obſervation z where, nothing more was applied, 


than a plaiſter, a drying foils, and a belt. 
As opening this kind of tumour, in the opi- 
nion of himſelf, and of furgeons, in general, 
accelerates. the death of the patient: he further 


adds, 


: 
-. ” * „ 929888 
n 3 
a Y Y 


F Of tata ot: 


= 


Fear 


S 
W — . 


* 
+. 


a” 4.8 bf > 4 
S.. 4 » ag 


J 
2 
” 
* 
* 
"7 
5 


e 
adds, that amongſt all the infants, which he 
had ſeen afflicted with this diſorder, he never 
knew one to live ſo | long, as in the laſt in- 
ſtance; which he imputes to the low fituation of 
the diſorder ; in obſ. 36. he has likewiſe given 
us, the hiſtory of a tumour, like the preceding : 
a bid ſhine in the loins of a young girl, fifteen 
months old; wherein the contained humours 
made their way through the integuments, and ,on 
the ſecoud. or third day aſter that, the unhappy ob- 


ject expired. In the month of pecenses, 1 769. I 
had a new-born child brought to me with a ſpina 


bijida, ſituated under the vertebræ lumborum ; I ad- 
viſed aſtringent fomentations, to keep the tumour 
covered with emplaſtrum ſimplex, and cautioned 
the parents, on no account whatever, to ſuſfer its 


being opened; notwithſtanding which, an ig- 


norant old nurſe had the temerity to prick it with 


a needle, and the child expired, on the fourth 
day after the water had, by that means, been 
diſcharged, I have alfa been informed by a gen- 
tleman of the profeſſion, whole integrity and vera- 


city are unqueſtionable, that, in the courſe of 


. 
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his practice, which has for many years been 
very extenſive, he met with two children 
labouring under the complaint of a bifid: ſpine; 
the tumour of one was ſmall, and placed in the 
vertebre colli, broke ſpontaneouſly, and the child 
died, on the ninth day after, at the age of five 
months: and, that of the other, in the loins, 
was very large, and remained unruptured till the 
child died ſuddenly, about the end of the eleventh 
month. With regard to fits coming on with 
labour pains; whatever is the cauſe of ſpaſmodic 
ſtricture, it ſeems requiſite, by all means, to haſ- 
ten the birth; if it can be ſafely conducted, ei- 
ther by turning the child, or delivering it with 
the forceps, ſhould the head be ſituated in ſuch 
a manner, as to favour their application, See 
GIFFARD, Caſes 52. 94. 139. & 206,—AasTRUc, 
chap. 3. has very largely expatiated on convul- 
ſions, during labour; and adviſes, as the only 
efficacious ſtep that can be taken, in that dread- 


ful ſituation, to accelerate delivery; becauſe it 


is certain, that as ſoon as the child is delivered, 


the convulſions of the womb ceaſe, or diminiſh, 
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fo far as to give no room to apprehend the mo- 
there's life to be in danger; eſpecially, if ſhe 
cleanſes well. See likewiſe dr. johNS,ç, , p. 279. 
LA MOTTE, obſ. 221, 222, 22g, 224, & 223. 
SMELLIE, vol. ii. coll. 18. no. 5. caſes 1, 2, & 3. 
and the ſame author, vol. iii. coll. 33. no. g. 
caſes 1, 2, 3, & 4. Dr. LEARKE, in his ſixth ſec- 
tion of Practical Obſervations, has publiſned no 
leſs than ſeven caſes of convulſions; and very 
Judiciouſly ſpoken of the nature, and laid down 
rules for the treatment of ſuch diſtreſſing com- 
plaints, both before, and at the time, of labour. 


See caſes 80, 81, 82, & 85, of this collection. 
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CASE XLVII. 


—— 


1 EEMING it improper to recapitulate 
every particular circumſtance . attending the un- 
happy ſubje& of this caſe; I ſhall only obſerve, 
that in the year 1772. ſhe was committed on the 
coroner's inqueſt, to take her trial at the next 


aſſizes, on ſuſpicion of murdering her new-born 


} 


infant: on whom, as no very extraordinary marks 


of violence appeared, the experiment of immerſ- 
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ing the lungs in water, was, by ſome perſons, 
thought neceſſary, and accordingly tried; but, as 
a fallacious practice, which ought, long ſince, 
to have been exploded by the faculty, I did 
not chooſe to reſt, either my opinion or judg- 
ment thereon; being fully perſuaded, that the 
ſinking of the lungs does, by no means, prove, 
that 
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that the child was Rtill-born ; as it may caſually 


die in the birth, or be ſtrangled in that ſituation, 


before ever the ait can have entered, ſo as fully 
to inflate the lungs : and, on the other hand, that 
their proving bouyant, and ſwimming on the 
ſurface of the water, is far from being a juſt cri- 
terion, to determine the child's having been born 
alive: and, as a farther authority, to ſupport my 
opinion, I ſhall tranſcribe the ſentiments of an 
Eminent ſurgeon; who, in reading à leQure 
upon the lungs, at SURGEONS HALL, took occaſion 
to deliver himſelf to the following effect. 


« ann here, I muſt beg leave, gentlemen, to 
* take notice of a method, made ule of by ſome 
* of the faculty, to aſcertain, whether an infant 


is born alive or dead; which is, by opening 


* the thorax of the ſuſpected infant, taking out 
the lungs, and caſting them into water; if 
they fink, it is looked upon as a fact, that the 
child was ſtill born; but, if they ſwim, then, 
« without all doubt, the child was born alive, 
The truth of this experience, is founded on 

; | 1 theſe 
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e theſe reaſons: all creatures, which come' into 
« the world alive, muſt breathe ; which breath, 
being received into the lungs, muſt neceſſarily 
« inflate and puff them up: and, tho' in death, 
it in a great meaſure expires, yet there ſtill re- 
„ mains as much air in the veſicule, as to make 
« them buoyant in water: on the contrary, when 
« ſtill-born, as it is impoſſible, in that ſtate, for 
* the lungs to receive air, they muſt, conſe- 
« quently, ſubſide and ſink: now this manner of 
4 reaſoning, however ſpecious it may appear; or, 
* whatever authority it may be ſupported by, is 
not ſtrictly true, as I, myſelf, can affirm; ha- 
* ving, in the courſe of my practice, had an 
„opportunity of trying the foregoing experi- 
„ ments upon two different births; the one was 
„born alive, but died ſoon after; the other 
„dead; when behold! the lungs of the former 
„ ſunk; and thoſe of the other, to our great 
* aſtoniſhment, ſwam ! theſe, together with many 
© other experiments, I have ſince made upon the 
* lungs of different animals, convince me, there is 


no dependence, upon what dr. ois looked 


upon 
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upon as infallible; for, although it may, ſom» 
times, prove true: upon the whole, it ſhould 


be regarded no otherwiſe, than as a very un- 


certain and precarious proof of the fad in 


-«« queſtion, I make bold, therefore, to recom- 


„mend to all the gentlemen who hear me (as a 
thing of the utmoſt conſequence) to take every 


opportunity to explode ſuch a notion out of our 
practice: and, to be particularly careful, to 


* caution our pupils againſt giving judgment in 
ſuch caſes; fince, it may come to paſs, that, 
« on ſuch judgment, may depend the lives 
« of many poor unhappy women,” 


THE celebrated DE HAEN, in a chapter on this 
very ſubject, De Pulmone innatante aut ſuhſidente 
in aqua, has very juſtly exploded che erroneous 
opinion, that has hitherto been but too com- 
monly entertained, concerning this matter, See 


his Ratio Medendi, tom. i. p. 114. 


CASE 


_ ASE XL VII. 


* ” 


* the morning of ocrogz 4, 1766. J was 
ſent for to a young woman, who had been 


in labour of her firſt child, for the ſpace of 
three whole days and nights, and was attended 


by a midwife: upon examining, I found the 


ſoft parts thoroughly dilated, and the vertex, 
which was eaſily diſtinguiſhable by the ſutura 
lambdoidalis preſenting to the os externum, and the 
chin a little below the great angle of the ſacrum ; 
a ſituation, ever fortunately adapted to the ap- 
plication of the forceps, ſhould the contradile 
force of the uterus be found inſufficient to expel 
the head, or the woman be in any danger, which 
was eventually the caſe before me; for, after 
waiting three hours, and perceiving the patient's 
ſtrength, which had been exhauſled by the num- 
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1 
berleſs pains ſhe had endured, from the firſt of 
her labour, to decline, and ſeeing no proſpect of 
advantage to be gained by delay; having firſt 


adviſed an emollient clyſter to empty the inteſ- 


tines, I reſolved to make uſe of the ſtrait ſhort 
forceps; but was foiled in my operation by the 
length of the head, which was longer than the 
clams of the inſtrument: I, therefore, found 
myſelf obliged to withdraw it, and have re- 
courſe to the long curved forceps; which, ha- 
ving fixt, it was my principal care to ſupport the 
perineum, and in the moſt deliberate manner, ef- 
ſect the extraction of the head; uſing the utmoſt 
caution to incline the handles of theſe forceps, as 
much poſteriorly as poſſible; a rule, never to be 


| forgotten in their application, leſt, by the extra- 
ordinary length of their points, much damage be 
ſuſtained by the ſacrum: thus I delivered the 
head, preſerved the perineum and ſacrum, and 
conducted the reſt of the delivery, as is uſual in 
a natural. labour. The child was born alive, 
and not the leaſt mark of the forceps was to be 
perceived on the head; but, the mother, by 
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catching cold, was ſeized on the third day after 
her delivery, with a violent and exceeding ſtrong 
ſhivering fit, ſucceeded by a fever; the pulſe 
was quick and full; the ſkin very hot and dry; 
ſhe had an inſatiable thirſt; complained of 
weight and uneaſineſs in the belly, and exquiſite 
tenderneſs over the whole hypogaſtric region; 
the breaſts were flaccid, and there was a total 
ſuppreſſion of the lockia. I took away eight 
ounces of blood, and afterwards gave her a lax- 
ative draught of ol. ricini, magneſea and manna, 
diſſolved in aq. kyſſopii, which genily operated by 
ſtool; and, for ſome hours, after, ſhe appeared 
much relieved ; but ſoon afterwards relapſed, and 
complained of great thirſt and heat, with painand 
tenſion in her belly: I now adminiſtered the 
tartar emetic in ſmall doſes: recommended di- 
luting liquors; and bladders, half filled with 
warm water, wrapped in flannels, were applied 
to the abdomen and ſoles of her feet; but to no 
effect; for, ſhe had now, a wild, diſtieſſed, ea- 
ger countenance z- a tremulous ſinking pulſe ; a 
univerſal tremor: of the whole body; a fixed 
A a 2 | crimſon 
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crimſon appeared on her cheeks; her lips were 
livid ; the noſtrils emitted an ichorous fetid diſ- 
charge: appeared tenſe and expanded; ſhe be- 
came delirious z was convulſed; had cold ſweats 
and the hiccup: and, notwithſtanding every care 
and attention, died on the fifth day from the firſt 
attack, and the eighth from delivery: this caſe 
ſoon after it happened, was communicated to 
dr. MACKENZI1E, who, in his anſwer to my letter, 
approved of the application of the long curved 
forceps, as the ſtrait ſhort ones were found un- 
equal to the buſineſs; cautions againſt the 
haſty uſe of them, confines it to the head, when 
low advanced in the pelvis ; and gives an in- 
ſtance, of a woman, who he was informed, by 
receiving a blow, fell into labour, and continued 
ſo for two days and nights, and then died; from 
which he infers, that, as the head was low down 
in the pelvis, it was an unpardonable omiſſion, 
not to have tried the forceps; as, in all probabi- 
lity, the life of the woman might, by that means, 
have been preſerved: the forceps, he adds, is 
always preferable to the fillet, and generally ſuc- 
ceeds 


( 285 J 
ceeds beſt, after the woman has had one child; 
the death of the woman he attributes to the lockial 
fever; which, there is every probability to ſup- 
poſe, was the immediate effect of an obſtructed 
perſpiration from her taking cold. As it is my 
general method, to venture upon the uſe of ſome 
laxative medicine, on the ſecond or third day, at 
fartheſt, after the delivery; particularly, where 
the habit is ſtrong, and the child is not intended 
to ſuck the mother; I ſhall take the liberty of 
quoting the approbation of dr. LEA RE, for this 
practice; and give it in his own words, as fol- 
low —** Some, he ſays, are ſo timorous, that 
they will not venture to give laxatives. till the 
fourth or fifth day after the delivery, leſt they 
ſhould check the lochial diſcharge, or bring on a 
dangerous purging; but theſe, he affirms, to be 
unneceſſary cautions, as he never knew the lochia 
interrupted, nor any diarrhea brought on by 
their ſeaſonable and proper uſe; but that, on 
the contrary, the laſt will often ſuddenly happen, 
when the body is ſuffered to remain too long coſ- 
tive, in conſequence of the inteſtines being over 
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the better chance the patient will have to avoid a 
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diſtended wich the indurated fæces, which create 


pain, and ſtimulate them to expel their contents : 
and, he further adds, that the more the body is 


kept cool and temperate by a ſolutive regimen, 


fever, and the more regularly will alt the natural 
ſecretions and excretions be carried off,” 


IT is to be obſerved, that the milk in this pa- 
tient, went totally off on the third day aſter ſhe 
was attacked, and never appeared afterwards, In 
caſes of recovery. from the puerperdl fever, the 
milk which diſappeared at the beginning of the 


 diforder, uſually returns again; by which means, 


the patient is much relieved, 


CASE 
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CASE XLIX. 


Tur eighth of ocToBER, 1766. I was called 
to attend a woman, whoſe child's head had 
been delivered two hours, without the mid- 
wife's being able to deliver the ſhoulders 2 
in which ſituation, at my arrival, I found 
both mother and child; and underſtood, that for 
ſome days before. faetid waters had been diſ- 
charged from the vagina, and the labour had 
been very flow and lingering till the very laſt, 
when the head was puſhed forward by ſtrong 
pains, and there remained; notwithſtanding the 
eſtorts of the woman had ſtill continued to force 


with ſome violence, but were now became lan- | 
guid, and the woman was faint and much dejected; 
the pericranium peeled off to the touch, and the 
head was in ſo putrified a ſtate, as to ſmell very 
olfenſi vely in order to extricate the ſhoulders, 
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I endeavoured to introduce a finger on each ſide 
of them, as far as the axilla; which, after ſme 
difficulty, was effected, but, to no purpoſe; for the 
ſhoulders continued immoveable, notwithſtanding 
the moſt violent and extraordinary pains, and, in 
vain were my efforts to bring them forward, till I 
had recourſe to the blunt hook; by the aſſiſtance 
of which, they were alternately brought down, and 
delivered: the hips made ſome reſiſtance, and the 


placenta, which ſoon after came away, was exceed- 


ing large; being, in diameter, almoſt eight inches, 


and two inches thick; beſides which, between 
the ramifications of its veſſels, it was, in ſome 
parts, cornuous; and, in others, perfectly carti- 
laginous; which extraordinary conformation 
might, probably, in ſome meaſure, obſtruct the 
vital circulation of the fetus, and occaſion its 
death: the head of this child, although enlarged 
by putrefaction, was not of an uncommon 
ſize; but, the breadth of its body, at the ſhoul- 
ders, from whence proceeded the principal diffi- 
culty, was nearly eight inches, and a quarter; 
and, at the breech; it meaſured between ſeven 


and 
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and eight inches. The woman was eaſy after 


delivery, reſted well at night, and, at the end of 
the month, was perfectly recovered; ſhe had, 
before, borne two children, which were both very 
large and healthy, To account for the poſſibility 
of the ſhoulders of this width, being delivered as 
they were; it may be neceſſary to conſider, the - 
great compreſſion, which they are capable of ſuſ- 
taining, by which means their paſlage is facili- 
tated, —MAURICEAU has a moſt remarkable, and 
extraordinary caſe of this kind, which happened 
to him whilſt he practiſed mipwirgry in the Ho- 
tel de Dieu, in the year 1660. Vide lib. ii. p. 
198.—cIFFARD, in caſe 150, relates the very 
great difficulty, which occurred to him from the 
largeneſs of the ſhoulders, after the head had 
been brought forward, and delivered by means of | 
his extractor: the child, he ſays, was born alive; 
but, about two hours after, was ſeized with a 


convulſion fit, in which it died: and, caſe 18g. 


of the ſame author, contains the relation of a 
ſimilar difficulty, in which the child was born alive, 
and did well. — La MoTTE ſpeaks of a delivery 

: Of 


I 901 : 
of this kind, as one of the moſt difficult which 
can poſſibly happen; and gives a caution againſt 
too much force being made ufe of, for fear of 
ſeparating the head from the body; as happened 
in the caſe above quoted from mavriceav, Vide 
LA MOTTE, obf. 122. 314. & 316. and, dr. 
BURTON, obi. 8. who alſo obſerves, that the 
head, taking it from the os frontts to the occiput, 
is bigger, in general, than the ſhoulders ; from 
which, he infers, that the dilatation made by the 
head, will more than ſuffice to give a paſſage ta 
the ſhoulders : which, from their pliable texture; 
he adds, will readily hape themſelves to that 
cylindrical cavity, the true pelvis: and herein, 
our author argues mechanically right, fo far as 
regards a juſt and happy proportion of the fetus 
and pelors; but, when the dimenſions of the 
ſhoulders excecd thoſe of the head; as, in the 
caſe wherein I was engaged, it will be readily 
granted, that the dilatation occaſioned by the 
delivery of the head, will have little or no effect 
in facilitating the paſſage of the ſhoulders ; which 
muſt neccffarily become the work of either the 
fingers or blunt hook, CASE 


* 


E }. 


N 
CASE I. 


Tur following caſe occurred to me the 2 2d 
of NvoVEM BER, 1766. A young woman, in the 
workhouſe of kasr recxnan, in this county, 
had been in ſtrong labour for four days and 
nights; the waters were evacuated in the morning 
of the ſecond day: a midwife was in waiting 
from the beginning; and finding, as ſhe expreſſed 
it, that the child came wrong, had frequently en- 
deavoured to turn, and deliver it; tho”, I could 5 
not learn, that her knowledge of its ſituation, 
entitled her to any fuch hope or expectation; at 
length, the pains had entirely ceaſed, the poor 
woman's ſtrength was exhauſted, and ſhe was 
become fo very low and weak, as to make the 
danger of her caſe obvious to every one preſent, 


In this critical fituation of things, a meſſage was 


diſpatched 
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diſpatched for me; but, a few minutes before 


my arrival, I was informed, that the patient had 
been ſeized with floodings and convulſions, and 
before I could well reach the chamber, ſhe ex- 
pired; I immediately examined, and found the 
child lying tranſverſely, and preſenting with the 
thorax. The probability of the child's being 
ſtill alive, and all reſiſtance of the parts being 
over, by che death of its mother, I intro- 
duced my hand into the uterus, in ſearch of 
the feet, which I ſoon obtained, and delivered 
the child with no great difficulty ; it appeared 
very livid, made a faint noiſe, gave one gaſp, 
and died in about a minute after its birth. It 
gave me the moſt ſenſible pain, to reflect on the 
great negled, of not employing proper manual 
aſſiſtance, in due time; as there 1s no doubt, 
but had that been the caſe, boch mother and child 
might have been ſaved: for it is to be remember- 
ed, that, in all tranſverſe poſitions of the fetus, it is 
impoſlible, that it ſhould receive any favourable 
advantage from the force of the pain; and, 
without neceſlary aſſiſtance, both parent and 
| child 
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child muſt unfortunately periſh. It is much to 
be lamented, that the management of ſuch im- 
portant labours, ſhould often fall into the hands 
of the uninſtructed and perverſe female practi- 
tioner; by which means, the moſt defirable op- 
portunity of relief and aſſiſtance, is for ever fa- 
tally loſt; and, if not, perhaps, when the -ac- 
coucheur arrives, he finds the waters haye been 
too long evacuated; by which means, the uterus 
is ſtrongly contracted, and the operation of 
turning thereby become a taſk of much diffi- 
culty to himſelf, and more perilous to his pati- 
ent, than if he had been called ſooner: it muſt 
be allowed, that the method of delivering by the 
feet, is the firſt of all modern improvements in 
the art of M1Dwirery, and to which we owe the 
preſervation of many lives; which, by the an- 
cient practice of bringing the head to a natural 
preſentation, muſt oſten have been inevitably loſt. 
The neceſſity of giving the child a chance for life, 
whenever called upon in ſuch a deplorable caſe, 
as I have above deſcribed, by a ſpeedy delive- 


ry, is ſelf-evident; as children have been often 


known 
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3 known to ſurvive in utcro for ſome time after 
5 the death of the mother: and, in ſupport of this 
. argument, I ſhall ſelect the following obſerya- 
l 1 tions and fats, from many others, which may 
It be found in authors of equal reſpe& and au- 
. tthenticity; and, which may be alſo proved from 
1 the operation of the Cæſarian ſection, ſome time 
i after the death of the mother; and children 
f . 1 | have been taken out alive, who have long ſur- 
4 vived.— u AUAICEAu, obſ. 315. ſaw a live child 
1 taken out of its dead mother, a fortnight before 
| jt the end of her reckoning. — scxtnx1vs, Ob. 


N 7 Med. lib. iv. de Partu, obſ. 14. relates the caſe 
wh of a woman, who died about five o'clock in the 
5 afternoon, and at three o' clock next morning, 
the by-ſtanders heard a great crack, when a child 
was born dead: he alſo adds, that it had two 
fore teeth. — naxvey de Generatione Animal. 
mentions a child being born ſome hours after 
death.—I DO wolrius, Obſ. Chirurg. Medic, lib. 
i. obſ. 41. gives an account of a woman, who 
died in labour, in juLy, 1667. fix hours after 


whoſe death, the huſband perceiving a motion in 
the 
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the abdomen, called others to ſee it, and would 
have had the Cæſarian operation performed, but 
was hindered by them; however, a child was 
brought forth dead, eighteen hours after the wo- 
man's deceaſe.—ctoRGIUS DETHALDINGIUS, M. 
N. C. DEC. 3. ann, 7. & 8. Append. p. 77. ſpeaks 
of an healthy child that was born half an 
hour after the woman's deceaſe.—yoRAT1Us Au- 
orvius de Miſſ. Sanguin. lib. 3. Epiſt. a. cap. 
11. lib. 6. cap. 15. fol. m. 184. ſays, he ſaw a 
living child taken out of its dead mother, who 
died of an ulcer in the womb; ſhe had been 
twenty days without meat or drink, having vo- 
mited up every thing ſhe took immediately,—o- 
HANNES DOLAUS, Mu. N. c. -DEC, 11, ann. g. obſ. 
187. deſcribes the caſe of a woman, eight months 
gone with child, who died of a fever the next day: 
and, the day following, the by-ſtanders obſerved 
the child to move for twelve hours; but, as there 
was no phyſician or ſurgeon to aſſiſt, it was left 
there: the ſame author alſo ſays, that he law 
another child move in the belly of a woman, 


who died the day before of an apoplexy.—corn. 
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STALPAST VANDER WIELL, Obſ. rar. Centur. 


Poſter. Obſ. 32 Schol. p. 355. and pErxus STAL- 
PART Diſſert. de Fœt. Nutrit. p. 453. both join 
in the following wonderful relation: that at the 
fiege of BEROEN or zoom (not the laſt) a ſol- 
dier's wife, near her Und was getting ſome wa- 
ter, and was cut in two by a cannon ball; info- 
much, that the child, in its membranes, ſell into 
the water; where it continued fome time, and 
then was found by a ſoldier; who, obſerving 
ſomething to move, took it up: the child, by 
order of the Cordua, was taken. out of the mem- 
branes, and was chriſtened AL BERTUS AMBRO- 
SIUS.—EHREN TR. HAGENDOM, Hiſt. Med. Phyſ. 
Cent. 3. Hiſt. 13. mentions a perſon, who died 
in labour on January 12, 1683. and ſome hours 
aſter, a living child was born, and was baptized, 
VESLING1Us, Obl. Anatom. 7. ſays, a woman 


died on the 6th of January, 16gg. of an epilep- 


| 1y; and, on the 8th, a child was born :---narvgr 


in his work de Generat. Anim, and MATTHAEUS 
in his Quæſt. Medic. 4. both affirm their having 
ſcen a living child, that was born ſome hours 


after 
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after the mother s death: the former of the laſt 
mentioned writers aſſerts, that, when the mother 
was even extinct, and almoſt ſtiff with cold, he 
had often found the umbilical arteries beating, 
and the fetus vigorous and ſtrong : he alſo denies 
the anaſtamoſis of the veſſels between the placenta 
and uterus; in which opinion, I find many of 
our modern writers accord: and dr. Bu RTON, | 
in ' particular, when ſpeaking upon this topic, 
refers to many of the above authors, and aſſerts, 
that, as the circulation of the blood, both in the 
mother and child, depends upon their on hearts 
and veſſels, the one can live, though the other 
die: in proof of which doctrine, the reader is 
referred to his book of mivwirzry, p. 26. 
29. & 30. — Dr. LEAKE is very curious upon 
this matter, and ſays, if we may compare vegeta- 


bles with animals, it ſeems moſt likely, that the 


child in the womb is, at firſt, nouriſhed by the 
ſame abſorbent powers, as roots in the earth; or, 
like paraſite plants, which draw their nouriſhment 
from the body into which they are inſerted, ac- 
cording to PARSONS'S analogy between the pro- 
Bb pagation 
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Pagation of animals and vegetables: perhaps, 
continues our author, it may alſo be a probable 
conjecture, that the ter ine veſſels, which enter 


the cellular ſubſtances of the placenta, may there 


depoſit a nutritious lymph, which is afterwards 
abſorbed by the extreme branches of the umbilical 
vein, for the ſervice of the fetus: from this rea- 
ſoning, drawn from the ſtruQure of the parts; a 
circumſtance, he obſerves, which has often ap- 
peared unaccountable, becauſe it was imper- 
fealy underſtood, will become more obvious 
and plain, viz. wHy THE CHILD MAY SURVIVE in 
wero for a conſiderable time, aud without being 
deprived of blood, although the mother is al- 
moſt exhauſted, and brought to the hour of 
death, by a profuſe diſcharge of that fluid ; for 
the blood, in flooding caſes, is immediately diſ- 
charged from thoſe very veſſels which ſpring from 
the uterus, and enter into the cellular ſubſtance 
of the placenta, and not from the extreme 
branches of the ſunis umbilicalis; the firſt being 
parts peculiar to the wierus, the laſt proper to the 
child: our author further remarks, that a neu- 

born 
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born child will live, for many hours after the 
birth, without nouriſhment; for it then exiſts 
by a circulation of its own, and being replete 
with blood and juices, ſtands in no immediate 
need of an additional ſupply: in like manner it 
will continue alive for a given time fn utero, when 
cut off from all communication with the mother; 
that is, after an entire ſeparation of the placenta ; 
but, although it there receives no red blood, it 
muſt neceſſarily languifh and die, at laſt, from 
the want of lymph, or, that nutritious ſome- 
thing, which is eſſential to life; like a tender 
plant, which cannot long ſubſiſt without the uſe 
of water, or refreſhing ſhowers.— In the Mif- 
cell. Natur. curioſ. may be found ſeveral inſtances 
of women dying gravid, who were afterwards de- 
livered of living children. HORSTIUS likewiſe 
has publiſhed a hiſtory of this kind; and rav« 
NAUD, in his book De Ortu Infantum contra Na- 
turam, is full of ſuch marvellous ſtories : noxrr- 
MAN alſo attempts ſeriouſly to account for ſuch 
extraordinary births by the expanſion of putrid 
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.. 


I N renRvARY, 177g. I was ſent for to a per- 


ſon, about two o'clock in the morning, who had 
been many hours in ſtrong labour, having had 
the membranes. broke in the beginning: upon 


touching her, I found the ſoft parts not conſi- 


detably dilated ; but by feeling the lumbral 
Ipine, diſcovered that the child was tranſverſely 
ſituated, and preſented with the back; the pains, 
from. having been violent and ſevere, were now 
become weak and feeble, and the woman ap- 
peared very low, and much diſheartened, thro' 
the perſuaſion of the child's death ; which, for 
ſome time, had been the general opinion of her 


attendants, although there was no one ſymptom 


to ſupport it. The patient being placed .in a 
convenient poſture, I paſſed my hand, well lu- 
bricated, 
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bricated, along the ſacrum of the child round the 
nates to the poſterior ſide of the thighs, till I 
reached the feet, brought them down; and the 
child not being very large, finiſhed the delivery, 
as is uſual in preternatural- preſentations : the 
child, contrary to all expectation, was born alive, 
and no uncommon circumſtance attended the de- 
livery of the placenta; the recovery of this patient 
was as remarkably good, as her caſe had proved 
preternaturally bad ; for, on the eighth day aſter 
her delivery, ſhe was able to carry a baſket of 
butter, on horſeback, to a market fome miles 
from her reſidence: it is ſomething extraordi. 
nary, that this woman has ſince had two chil- 
dren; one of which offered with the breech, and: 
was delivered by the natural pains; and the 
| other, with the knees, which required the aſſiſt- 
ance of the hand.—-mavrIctau obſerves, that if 
it be the back which prefents, it is impoſſible 
the child ſhould be born in chat poſture, whaty 
pains ſo ever the mother endures; and beſides, 
; the child having the body folded inwards, and 
almoſt double, its breaſt and belly are fo preſſed - 
| Bbg together, 
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1s 
together, that it uſually wants little of being 
ſuffocated; to avoid which, he recommends it 
to the ſurgeon, to quickly ſlide his hand along 
the back towards the inferior parts, until he 
meets the feet, and to bring it forth the ſame 


way, as if it came footling.---n10x1s, ſpeaking of 


the child in this ſituation, ſays, each effort that 
the mother makes, bends it : and the parts con- 
tained in the thorax and abdomen, are ſo com- 
preſſed, that, if the child remains long in this 
ſtate, it is in danger of being ſuffocated; and 
directs the hand of the ſurgeon to be employed 
in ſearch of the feet.---DAvENTER, p. 216. ob- 
ſerves, it is not ſo rare or ſeldom, that infants come 
with their back forwards into the paſſage, as with 
the belly; for a prone bending, i. e. with the 
face downwards, is natural; but a ſupine, 1, e, 

with the face upwards, is troubleſome to the in- 
fant; whence, continues our author, moſt infants. 
offer themſelves bent, more or leſs, with their 

face downwards: he alſo adds many uſeful di- 
rections concerning the delivery of the child, 
when thus ſituated; to which the reader is reſer- 


red. 


II. 
red. Dr. ovLD deſcribes a child thus ſituated, to 
be in great danger of ſuffbcation, ff not ſpeedily 
brought forth ; as the mother's forcing doubles its 
belly, breaſt and chin together, in ſuch a man- 
ner, that it cannot poſſibly endure it long — Dr. 
rUGH is of the ſame opinion; and p. 10g. gives 
ſome uſeful inſtructions for the management of 
the child in its delivery, when thus circumſtanced. 
61FFARD ſpeaks of a delivery, where the child 
preſented with the middle of the back : the wo- 
man was in labour, he tells us, of a poſthu- 
mous child ; he had delivered her of a former 
child, which preſented its head firſt: as ſoon as 
he came, he paſſed two fingers into the vagina, 
but could not feel any part of the child ; from 
whence, he concluded, it muſt lie in a wrong 
poſture for the birth: the membranes were not 
broke, and the os internum wide enough to admit his 
hand ; whereupon he broke the membranes, and 
diſcovered the child lying acroſs the uterus, with 
the middle of the back towards the os internum ; he 
firſt met with a hand, and afterwards with a leg 
and foot, which he drew out; and then, repaſſing 

Bb4 his 
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his hand, brought down the other, and joining 
them together, took hold of both, with a ſoft 


cloth, and delivered the child to the ſhoulders ; 
but the head ſticking between the bones of the 
pelvis, to enlarge the paſſage, he firſt brought 
down one arm, and afterwards the other ; but 
did not deliver the head without much difficulty 2 
he was apprehenſive the child would not be born 
alive; but, to the ſurprize of all that were pre- 
ſent, it was: and the placenia being wholly diſ- 
engaged from the uterus, and, in part protruding 
through the os internum, it was brought away 
with eaſe; he remarks the advantage of being 
early ſent for before the membranes break; 
the waters paſs off; or, the womb collapſes 


and contracts about the child; and, that when 


the contrary happens to be the caſe, the great 
difficulty, which muſt conſequently accrue to the 
operator; which, in many caſes, he very juſtly 
attributes to the ignorance, or ſelf-ſufficiency 


of the midwife; who, either not knowing how 
to behave in ſuch a difficult caſe; or, fearing 


the might ſuffer in her character, ſhould. ſhe de - | 
lire 


13 
ſire aſſiſtance, puts off the calling in of a MAN» 
MIDWIFE to the laſt extremity; ſo, that thus the 
mother and child too often become victims to her 
negligence or ignorance.---La MOTTE ſpeaking of 
the child's preſenting with the back or belly, ob- 
ſerves, that theſe parts are not flexible enough to 
preſent in ſo narrow a part, as the entrance of 
the vag ina, without the {pine of the back break- 
ing; or, without the ligaments and marraw of 
the ſpine being ſo extended, as to kill the child. 
if it preſents with the back: In obſ. 279. he 
relates a caſe, where being ſent for to a woman, | 
who had been in labour for ſeveral days together, 
and whoſe waters had come away at night, without 
the midwife being able to find the child: he 
found the pains much abated when he came, and 
finding that the child preſented with the back, 
conducted his hand along the ſpine to the hinder 
part of the head; but that not being what he 
ſought after, he went the oppoſite way; where 
he found the buttocks, the thighs, legs and feet; 
which laſt he joined together, and effected the de- 
livery in leſs than four minutes, and leſt the mo- 
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ther and child in good health.---Dr. As Tuc, in 
treating of labours, in which the child preſents 
with its back. imputes this bad poſture to the 
child's head, which in turning for birth, paſſes 
beyond the mouth of the womb, and, by that 
means, the back places itſelf there; or, when the 
child has not turned at all, but falls down on its 
back, he remarks, the great importance of an 
early knowledge, that the child is thus ſituated : 
and ſays, it may be known from finding nothing 
at the mouth of the womb, but a bag full of 
water, in which, ſometimes, the navel ſtring is 
felt: and, from feeling the ſpine of the back, by 
advancing the finger forwards, he adviſes this 
bad poſture to be remedied as ſoon as poſſible; 
as well, becauſe that other ways the womb, in 
contracting, embraces the child ſo cloſely, that 
it cannot be turned, as from the fear that the 
child ſhould he loſt, through the compreſſion of 
its head and breaſt in this poſition; ſo, that as 
ſoon as it is certain the child preſents in this 
manner, the membranes are to be ruptured; the 
waters diſcharged; and the child turned, and deli- 
7 vered 
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vered by the feet: after ſame further directions 
on this head, he recommends the practitioner to 
be attentive to three eſſential points; 1ſt. to be 
aſſured, before he haſtens the delivery, that both 
feet belongs to the ſame child: 2dly. to turn 
the child with its face downwards, in caſe it was 
otherwiſe ſituated: and laſtly; to perform theſe 
operations within the membranes of the chilg, 
which ſerve for to defend the womb, as well as 
to facilitate the motion of the child from their 
ſmoothneſs and lubricity. Vide eorTar's obſ. 
69. & 72. Preſentations of this kind very rarely 
occur; and, when they do, it is next to impoſh- 
ble, that the child ſhould deſcend below the brim 
of the elvis; when the waters are not evacuated, 
the child, in general, will be eaſily turned, with 
much leſs difficulty, in this poſture, than in 
many other preternatural ones ; but, when the 
waters have been long evacuated, and the uterus 
is contracted about the child, great embarraſs- 
ments muſt neceſſarily enſue.-Dr. BURTON ad- 
viles the operator, when the middle of the back 
preſents, to introduce his hand acroſs the child, ; 
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over its belly, and, by taking hold of the farther 
knee, to turn the child half round, as it were, 
upon an axis, the head of which may be to go out 
at the head and anus; and then he will have both 
legs ready to take hold of, and bring the child 
away: he alſo adviſes, to reach the farther knee, 
to avoid either diſlocating or breaking the os fe- 
moris, &c, --- And here the Doctor might have 
added, a caution to the operator, leſt, in cafe of 
wein, a leg of each child, be miſtaken for the 
legs of one: and farther obſerved, that the force 
required is not ſo great here, as when it is requi- 
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CASES LIL, and LUI. 


M. usicrau has publiſhed inſtances of 
ſeveral women, who took themſelves to be with 
child, for whole years together, and ill; ex- 
pected to bring forth.---And' pions ſays, he has 
met with ſome women, who would not be put 
out of that conceit; but took wind, which they 
felt in their bellies, for the ſtirrings of a child: 
that, he has ſeen a great many ſuits of rich bed 
cloaths made by women, who earneſtly longed 
for children, and therefore would not ſuffer any 
one to tell them, they were not with child; but; 
at laſt, vaniſhed in ſmoke: the ſame author re- 
marks, that thoſe women, are moſt ſubject to 
theſe falſe big bellies, from the thirty-fifth to the 
fortieth year of their age, becauſe they chen be- 
gin to have their courſes irregularly, and, either 

the 
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the too great quantity, or, the badneſs of the 
blood, is the reaſon of this diſorder: and, if 
the ſurgeon will take the trouble to put the 
proper queſtions, he will readily find, that the 


irregularity. of the menſes is the ptincipal cauſe 
of it: and farther aſſerts, that he has had e oppor- 
tunities to obſerve, that almoſt a!l thoſe women, 
ivho fancied themſelves to be with child, but 
were really not ſo, were about the age now men- 
tioned; and, as proofs to corroborate this obſer- 
vation, I am enabled, from my own practice, to 
advance two remarkable inſtances : the firſt of 
which, was a fingle woman, who, a few years 
before, had been really pregnant, and who, at the 
full time of geſtation, was delivered of a child; 
ſhe was now arrived at her thirty-fifth year, and, 
tor two years before, the menſtrual flux had been 
very irregular, and having totally diſappeared for 
three months; ſhe contlinddd herſelf to be with 
child, and was the more confirmed in this opi- 
nion, by not only the ſevere ſickneſs and loath-' 
ing which attended her, but, by the tumeſaction 


and tenſion of her breaſls, as well as other ſymp- 


toms, 


- ED 
ems, which uſually attend breeding; ſhe was 
inclined to a full ſanguine habit, grew viſt 
bly larger; and, about the time when her 
labour was expected, one evening in Aususr, 
1768. ſoon after ſhe was a-bed, was taken with 
pains in her back and loins; which, | believing 
to be real labour pains, a midwife was ſent for, 
who gave her very hearty aſſurances of matters 
being quite right, and, that there was every rea- 
ſon to think of a ſafe and ſpeedy delivery; but 
much time ; having paſſed to no purpoſe, her 
judgment become a little ſuſpected; the atten- 
dants began. to be clamorous; and it was con- 
cluded on, by the woman's relations, that 1 
ſhould be conſulted: accordingly I went to the 
houſe, and found the patient hot, reſtleſs, uneaſy, 
and thirſty ; complaining of a teneſmus, and great 
pain in the region of the pubes: ſhe told me, 
that ſhe had all the ſymptoms of being pregnant; 
that ſhe had been very coſtive for ſeveral days 
paſt; and, that her pain and uneaſineſs was ge- 
nerally moſt violent towards. the evening, and in 


mne night; and, that ſhe often felt the child 


move: 
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move: on examination, I found the os tince ty 
be very ſhort and ſucculent, but cloſe ſhut} 
and therefore pronounced het pains to be of the 
ſpurious kind, took away eight ounces of blood, 
and ordered her an emollient clyſter immediately ; 
and, in the evening, upon viſiting her again, 
found, that ſhe was cooler, and much more eaſy, 
than ſhe had been: in which ſtate ſhe continued 
two days and nights; but on the third, the pains 
recurring in a trifling. irregular manner, I was 
defired to call on her again; which I did, and 
upon very accurately examining the abdomen; and 
not finding that globular hard tumour and bulk, 
which the gravid uterus, towards the full time of 
geſtation generally forms; no mucus deſcend- 
ing from the vagina; and the pains conſtant, and 
without any remiſſion; I not only declared it to 
be my opinion, that ſhe was not in labour, but, 
that I entertained doubts of her being at all 
pregnant : having formed this prognoſes pretty 


freely, another practitioner was ſent for; and, 


after the - moſt exact enquiry, and mature 


deliberation, he coincided with my opinion; 
which eventually. proved right. The vo- 


man, 
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man, ſoon afterwards, by proper medical treat- 
ment, got quite well, has ſince enjoyed a good 
ſtate of health, and the menſes have never once 
returned. For the following caſe, I am indebted 
to a gentleman, to whom I owe much grateful 
acknowledgment, for his candid communications 
and friendly recommendation ; particularly, to 
this patient, who was in the forty-firſt year of 
her age, and had been married ſomething more 
than twelve months; ſhe had been uſed to regu- 
lar diſcharges of the menſes, without the leaſt in- 
terruption, till about the fifth month after her 
marriage, when ſhe attributed the cauſe of their 

diſappearance to her being in a pregnant ſtate; 
in which belief, ſhe made the uſual preparations: 
it was on the gift of mar, 1772, that I firſt | 
ſaw her, and, at that time, according to her own 
calculation, ſhe was near the end of the fixth 
month; ſhe told me that ſie had had pains in her 
breaſts ; ſickneſs of a morning; averſions to par- 
ticalas food: and, in fat, moſt diſorders, of the 
firſt claſs, which are ſimilar to thoſe of preg- 


nancy ; that, ſhe gradually became more and 
Ce moro 
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more bulky; that ſhe very often felt ſome. 
thing ſtir; and the like; all which circumſtances, 
ſtrongly confirmed the woman in her opinion, 
j and might well have deceived a perſon of more 
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Þ 4 gravidity, ſhe went on till the uſual time of gel- 
bi 4 | tation, was ſo much exceeded, as to make her 
4 apprehend the conſequences to' be dangerous: 
the belly till continued turgid and inflated ; but, | 
on examination, was not ſo hard, compact, and 
bnd as the gravid ulerus uſually is; beſides, 
the os tince was long, dry, and cloſe ſhut; and, 


there was every treaſon to ſuppoſe, that the ſwel- 
ling was ſallacious, and not occafioned by preg- 
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nancy: upon this conſideration, with the advice of 
a phyſician, who made not the leaſt doubt of the 
gravidity being ſpurious, ſhe was enjoined to a 
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proper regimen, adviſed to exerciſe on horſeback, 
and took occaſionally a proper quantity of a pur- 
ging electuary, of the gentleſt kind, to keep the 
bowels laxative: in a few week after, ſhe had a 
1 copious diſcharge of grumous fetid blood from 
1 . | the vagina, which confined her ſome days to her 


; | chamber; 
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chamber; ſince which time, by proper care and ma- 


nagement, ſhe has remained in pretty good health; 


—=MAURICEAU mentions a woman, who, after 


having been in a courſe of phyſic, ſix or ſeven 
whole months, ſor the dropſy, was, at length, 
brought to bed of a child: and recites another 
caſe of a woman, who never had a child; tho' 
ſhe ſo paſſionately defired it, as to be at the point 
of hoping for one at five and fifty years of age; 
under the colour, that ſhe had fill her courſes, and 
actually made preparation accordingly: find- 
ing herſelf one day worſe than uſual, ſhe ſent 
for her midwiſe, who aſſured her it was her 


labour; but, the next day, ſhe voided only a 


quantity of water and ſome wind, and her ex- 
pectations vaniſhed, —A gentleman, of my very 
particular acquaintance, whoſe veracity I could 
depend on, related the caſe of a lady, in the 
neighbourhood of parTForD; who, at the age 


of nine and thirty, upon a ſuſpenſion of the 
menſes; and ſymptoms of breeding, in conſe- 
quence coming on, fancied herſelf with child; 
but her miſtake was attended with bad conſe- 
CC 2 quences! 
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quences, as it ended in a ſcirrhous tumour of 
the uterus; for which, the unhappy patient 
ſought for the firſt advice in the kingdom; but 
all endeavours to relieve her were ineffectual, and 
the event proved fatal. —In the fifth volume of 
the Medical Commentaries, we find a caſe com- 
municated to dr. vuNcAN, by mr. EDbwAND JouN- 
STONE, ſtudent of medicine, at epinsurcn ; the 
patient was a large made corpulent woman, about 
| forty years old, and, who believed herſelf in the 
fifth or ſixth month of her pregnancy; ſhe was 
generally diſpoſed to be coſtive, and moſtly fo 
when pregnant. Every effort of art, to procure 
the neceſſary evacuation, proved abortive; and 
the day after her death, upon opening the body, 
the obſtruction which had occafioned the patient's 
illneſs. and death, was difcovered in the upper 
part of the redum, it was a ſtricture, which as 
completely cloſed the paſſage into the inferior 
part of the redlum, as if it had been tied by a 
packthread: a kind of morbid ligament, formed 
in che refum, cauſed this ſtricture. For the 
| particular treatment of this extraordinary caſe, 


and 
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and "the author's remarks thereon, vide page go2. 
of the above book. In all the caſes, which 
have hitherto mentioned of ſpurious gravidity; a 
total obſtruction of the menſes, has been found 
to be the principle index, to the fallacious ſuppo- 
ſitions of pregnancy. But dr. surToN, in his 
firſt obſervation, has given the caſe of a married 
woman, aged thirty, who had had ſeveral chil- 
dren, in 1748; and began to have all the ſymp- 
toms of being pregnant, except, -that ſhe had her 
menſes regularly; (after having ſtopped the two 
firſt months) although in leſs quantity than 
uſual: in this way ſhe continued for ſeven or 
eight months, when ſhe began to have milk in 
her breaſts : about this time, he ſays, ſhe began 
to have a ſuppreſhon of urine, ſometimes par- 
tial, ſometimes total: inſomuch, that a ſurgeon 
was ſent for, who drew off her urine with a ca- 
theter ; at length, ſhe was admitted into the 
county hoſpital at vokx, and had her urine 
drawn off regularly, till, by proper methods, 
ſhe was able to make water without the aſſiſtance 
of the catheter; during her reſidence here, ſhe 

Ccg | ſeemed 
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ſeemed to advance in her pregnancy, her breafls 
filled, and ſhe had her menſes as before: in 
which way ſhe continued till the eleventh month, 
according to her own reckoning. The caſe be- 
ing curious and extraordinary, our author, altho' 
he bad then reſigned his place as one of the phy- 
ficians to that hoſpital, was yet, upon this un- 
common occaſion, called in: when upon examining, 
and touching the patient, he could not poſſibly 
reach the os fincæ; neither could he find any 
thing of the uterus, nor feel any hardneſs upon 
preſſing the abdomen : but upon repeating his ſearch, 
he, at length, found a large tumouradhering to the 
os ſacrum. The woman continued in this condition 
about a month longer, and, as ſhe had then a paſ- 
ſage for her urine, was diſmiſſed. About five or 
fix weeks after, the ſuppreſſion of urine return- 
ing, ſhe came to yorx, and had it extracted, and 
then went home again; where ſhe continued 
longer, with the ſame ſymptoms; but never 
had a child fince, and died ſoon after.—Dr. 
LEAXE, When ſpeaking of the ceſſation of the 
menſes, aſſerts, that more women die, about 
this 


| [ 39g J 
_ this- age, chan at any other period, during the 
years of maturity: for,” as many conſtitutional. 


infirmities, he ſays, are relieved: by che firſt 
approach of the menſes; ſo, they often return 


at the ceſſation of that diſcharge, to aſſiſt the 
conſtitution during the eritical change, which 
then happens; and, ta compenſate for the want 
of that long · accuſtomed diſcharge, bleeding, once 
a month, with the uſe of gentle laxatives, are, by 
the Doctor. particularly recommended; eſpecially, 
in ſtrong habits; where there ſeems to be an abun=-, 
dance of blood: the patient is alſo deſired to 
leſſen the uſual quantity of animal food, and to- 
live chiefly on vegetables, fiſn, and ſpoon. meats: ;- 
when, the paticnt, however, 1s delicate, ſubje& ta. 
a female weaknels, night ſweats, fluſhings in the 


face, and hectic fever, a very different courſe 


becomes proper: for ſuch patients, aſſes milk, 


jellies, and raw eggs, are recommended; to- 
gether, with a moderate uſe of old Loxpon porter, 


or RENISH wine; ſhould the bleeding piles appear. 


at this juncture, ulcerous ſores break out in the 


legs, or eruptions on the ſkin; the firſt ought 
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not to be reſtrained, or the laſt dried up; for, 
thoſe diſcharges, under ſuch circumſtances, are 
generally critical; and our author has obſerved, 
that, where they were ſuddenly ſuppreſſed, an 
acute rheumatifm, hyſterics, convulſions, and 
even death itſelf, have often been the conſe- 
quence. For the further managment of patients, 
at that moſt important period in the life of fe- 
males, when the menſes are about to ceaſe; the 
reader is referred to the letter on this very inte- 
reſting ſubject, of the late dr. JohN roTrerGILL, 
and inſerted under the 19th article, in the fifth 
volume of Medical Obſervations and Enquiries ; 
and to the learned M. T1s80T's Traite ſur les Mas 
ladies des Nerfs, lately publiſhed. 


CASE 
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CASE LIV. 


1 WAs ſent ſor in the morning of the firſt of 


NOVEMBER, 1768. to attend a woman, well ad- 


vanced in life, in labour of her firſt child: I 


found a midwife with her, who had been in 
waiting two days and nights, and had then got 


her in one of the moſt new and uncommon po- 


ſitions, which, I believe, ever woman was placed 7 


and, which ſufficiently ſerved to ſhew the 


knowledge of the female practitioner: her breech 
being elevated upon the fide of the bed, which 
was doubled up with ſeveral pillows, to raiſe it; 
her head hung down behind, and, in time of 
a pain, was ſupported by two women, that fat 
| behind her; one of whom, by the midwiſe's di- 
rections, clapped a handkerchief over her mouth 
and face, with intent, as I underſtood, to keep 
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in her breath, and prevent her crying out; which 
the midwife obſerved, ſhe had done ſo much 
already, as to hurt her pains, and prevent 
their being of that uſe to her, which they other- 
wiſe would have been; her legs were widely ex- 
panded, and ſupported on the backs of two chairs, 
between which, and underneath the patient, in a 
low chair, was placed the old woman; who, at 
every little pain, and frequently oftener, had 
endeavoured to deliver the child; which, ſhe 
ſaid, had been as near coming into. the 
world, as it was poſſible, for ſeveral hours paſts 
but, in ſpite of her having made all the 
way ſhe was able, ſhe could get it to come no 
farther: and, that ſhe had ſo benumbed her 
hands and fingers, in trying to open the womb, 
that ſhe could ſcarcely feel them. From theſe 
fruitleſs and unneceſſary endeavours, and other 
miſmanagement of the labour, I concluded it to 
have been protracted, and, that the force of the 
natural pains had been interrupted ; for, inſtead 
of waiting with patience, comforting the woman, 
and keeping her cool and caſy, the very oppoſite 
| conduct 


| „ | 

conduct had been purſued: I did not immedi. 
ately alter the poſition of the woman, but exas 
mined, during a pain, and found a great dryneſs 
and conſtriction of the vagina, much tenderneſs 
of the parts, the anterior part of the ulerus puſh- 


ing down before the head below the pubes, and 


the os tince tilting backwards towards the ſacrum ; 
| (a ſituation, in which I have always found it very 
flow of dilatation,) but juſt ſufficiently open to 
admit the tip of my finger, and ſo prodigiouſly 
tight, that it felt like a ring, The woman had had 
no other than ſmall grinding pains; and, upon en- 
quiry, I found no ſtool for ſeveral days; the poſture 
was changed to one more decent and proper; an 
emollient clyſter was adminiſtered as ſoon as it 
could be got ready, which relieved the inteſtines of 


the accumulated ſœces they contained: and, as the, 
ſcooping, by being uſed with too much force, and 


continued ſo long, as to benumb the fingers, had 
produced a great deal of pain and inflammation, . 
1 ordered an emollient cataplaſm, and warm 
ſtupes, to the external parts: and, after waiting 
ſeveral hours, and perceiving the pains weak, 
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and recurring but ſeldom, I diſmiſſed the greateſt 
part of her attendants; defired ſhe might be 
kept ſtill and cool, and, that the poultice and warm 
ſlupes might be renewed every fix or eight hours; 
J gave her an opiate, and retired : in about twelve 
hours after I called on her again; found ſhe bad 
been refreſhed by ſleep; that her pains were rather 
fironger, but recurred at long intervals; the os 
tincæ was not quite fo callous, and ſpread ta the 
breadth of a ſhilling; and, that the ſmooth body of 
the membranes was eaſily to be felt through it: upon 
which I renewed my former directions, gave her a 
ſecond opiate, and left her, till 1 received a call about 
ten hours after, to come to her aſſiſtance; which I 
immediately complied wich, and was now agreeably 
ſurprized, to find the os tincæ ſoft, and receding, 
on all ſides; the pains flrong and thundring, 
and the vertex as low down as the os externum ; 
the membranes ſoon broke, and the head, which 
was unccemmonly large, was delivered with the 
face to the ſacrum, without injuring the four- 


chette in the leaſt; the child was alive, ant 
very 
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very hearty; the mother laboured under a ſup- 
preſſion of urine, which I relieved on the third 
day after delivery, with the ſemale catheter; ſhe 
had otherwiſe no uncommon ſymptoms, reco- 
vered, and did very well. As there was no bad 


ſymptom attending this labour, there could not 
be the leaſt neceſſity for opening the os tince by 


force; the treatment of ſuch births, demands a 
judgment and deliberation, much beyond that of 
an uninſtructed woman, who could make no apo- 
logy, but her ignorance, for the inflammation and 
bad ſymptoms, which came on: it is plain, the os 
tincæ, though ſlowly, would have ſpontaneouſly 


opened, had the patient been properly managed; 


it is undoubtedly, to be opened by forcible dila+ 


tation; but where the delivery promiſes to be 
ſafe, though tedious, much depends on the pa- 
tience and attention of the practitioner, left, from 
premature attempts to deliver, haſte and miſma- 
nagement, debility ſhould ariſe; the woman's 
ſtrength be exhauſted, and the conſequence, per- 
haps, prove fatal both to the mother and child. 
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+8 a former eaſe, I have ſufficiently con - 
demned the unwarrantable practice of ſcooping; 
and have here exhibited a freſh inſtance, how 


much labour may be retarded by its uſe, as well 


as the moſt favourable circumſtances, for want of 


regulations and ſkill, be rendered unprofitable, 


and of no effect. It is a remark, well worthy no- 
tice, that the preſaging pains are ſometimes very 
long, before they bring on the thundring ones, 
and ſhould ever be attended to, with the moſt 
indefatigable patience, This caſe, may ſerve as 
a leſſon to midwives in general, not to be con- 
ſtantly teizing and harraſſing che patient, at the 
approach of every trifling pain, which is unne - 


. eeſlary, and often fo injurious, as to bring on 
ſoreneſs and inflammation: therefore, the leſs the 


parts are handled, the better; and, when there is 
a real occaſion for touching, the moſt gentle care; 
tenderneſs, and delicacy, ſhould be uſed, 
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CASES LV. and LVI. 
COMMUNICATED 


IN A LETTER TO THE LATE 


„% PEAR SIR 10 - 
Pots ; 8 * pe. 24, 1768. 


© of the ſecond of ocros ER laſt, I was called to 
** a young woman, who had been married but 
„a few days before, and was unexpectedly 


» taken ill; 1 found her kneeling on the 


ground, with her head in a chair, and complain- 
ing of very great pain, which abating, I en- 
* quired of her the caufe of her complaint: : to 
be a I received for anſwer, that ſhe could not 


* tell 
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i tell what was the matter with her; but, that ſhe 
had been in as bad pain, at times, for three or four 
days and nights paſt, and had never been able 
to get any ſleep for it: I adviſed her to go to bed, 
„ which ſhe complied with; and then permitting 
me to touch her, in time of a pain, I found 
* the os lincæ open, to the breadth of half a 
* crown; the waters puſhing down in form of a | 
„gut; and, when the pain receded, the head 
* very high up, and reſting upon the brim of 
** the pelvis: ſoon after ſhe was in bed, her pains 
became very ſtrong, and almoſt continual ; 
and the membranes breaking, the waters were 
2 diſcharged in large quantities; the head came 
lower down, was preſſed into ' a conical 
form, and the bones protiuded over one ano- 
ther; which not only led me to ſuſpect an 
will- ſhapen pelvis, but, I was further confirmed 
in this belief, by fecling the tuberoſities of the 
*-cſſa iſchij project too near to each other: 


When the woman continues in labour « long while, 
and although the os tince is gieatly dil ated, ſtill the head of 
tbe child remains very high up, che labour generally proves 
ol the difficult kind. 


the 


1 21 
* the woman was of a ſmall ſize, but, in no 
*: reſpeR, exteriorly diſtorted : upon mentioning 
my diſcovery to her mother, ſhe attributed 
the difficulties to an injury, which ſhe had 
received in her infancy, from the kick of a 
* horſe; notwithſtanding. the pains continued 
pretty ſtrong, the head did not advance in the 
« leaſt, and the woman being much fatigued and 
2 depreſſed, I gave her an opiate; and having 
had no ſtool for two days before, cauſed an 
* emollient clyſter to be injected to empty the 
« inteſtines : the opiate reſtrained the pains, and 
e compoſed the patient for many hours, when ſhe 
« awoke, and they again returned, with an equal 
© degree of ſtrength to what they had been before; 
© but the bead till continued inthe ſame ſituation, 
a without the leaſt progreſſion whatever: the re- 


«Jations of the woman began now to expreſs 


much anxiety on her account, and to interrq- 


. gate me about the ſafety of the caſe: I aſſured 
„ them that it would be attended with much 
« danger and difficulty, ' both to mother and 
« child, and, that I was fearful the latter could 
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not be born alive. Notwithſtanding the woman 
T was duly ſupported with nutrition, the pains, 
* ſoon after this, became conſiderably leſſened, 
extreme weakneſs almoſt to fainting enſued, 
« and an incipient hemorrhage from the uterus 
came on: in this poſition of affairs, thinking 


it both difficult and dangerous to attempt the 


turning of the child, and, that it was not in na- 


** ture's power to accompliſh her own work, the 
* pains being inſufficient to puſh the head for- 
75 wards R and conſidering likewiſe, that its poſition 
* was too diſadvantageous for the uſe of the ſtrait 
forceps, I reſolved, at once, to make an attempt 
„with the long curved forceps; ſo competent 
a judge, as yourſelf, of ſo critical a ſituation, 
© as that to which I was now expoſed, need not 
© be told the anxious feelings, which are thereby 
created in the mind of the practitioner ; the 
« woman had a fainting fit, and as the ſymptoms 
were now become truly alarming; you will, I 
* truſt not, in the leaſt, deem me raſh, in my 
*« reſolution, to employ inflruments: the proper 
«+ poſition for introducing them being made, 

| with 


— 
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* with much difficulty I applied one blade of 
„ the laſt mentisned inſtrument, and found 
* ſo much more in the application of the ſe- 
« cond, that I had neatly given up the point, 
„and withdrawn them both; but the thoughts 
* of the crotchet, on one hand, diſmayed tne 
beyond meaſure ; and, on the other, excited my 
« perſeverance, till, at length, I accompliſhed my 
« deſign, and obtained firm hold of the head; 
* but, I muſt candidly confeſs, it was done with- 
* out knowing its exact ſituation; the fainting fits 
« became frequent, and the flooding increaſed ; 
to wait for pains was unneceſſary ; I therefore 
© made uſe of ſome ſmall pulling force, and 
© finding the head ſomewhat advance, continued 
„ gently pulling in a waving manner, till, 
« at length, the verlex was ſqueezed down to the 
inferior part of the right iſchium, the forchead 
« being towards the ſuperior part of the left, and 


„ rather higher on that fide than the brim of the 
© pelvis; diſcovering this to be now the poſition 


© of the head, I concluded the inſtrument, not to 
be ſo badly fixed, as to require freſh applica- 


* tion; therefore proceeded to turn the forehead 
D d 2 | into 
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« into the hollow of the ſacrum, which diſen- 
«« paged it from its confinement at the upper part 
« of the pelvis; and, with the greateſt delibera- 
tion, and moſt careful attention. to the peri- 
% num, delivered the head, and releaſed the 
„ forceps; the ſhoulders gave me ſome trouble ; 
for, although I had brought them down be- 
lo the iſchia, they were hard to extract, till, 
_ « by forcibly paſſing a finger over one of them 
* up to the cubit of the arm, and by preſſing it 
* towards the ſacrum, it was, at length, brought 
„% down with an half round turn; and the reſt of 
* the delivery was effected without any particular 
* trouble ; the hemorrhage abated ſoon after the 
delivery of the placenta, which followed the 
« child immediately; ſo, that it may reaſon- 
*« ably be ſuppoſed, the uterine hemorrhage, which 
«came on before the delivery was attempted by 
the forceps, was occaſioned by the total ſepara- 
„tion of the placenta : the child laid ſome 
„minutes before it breathed; ſoon after which, 
it cry'd faintly, and lived in a languiſhing con- 
dition, till the morning of the ſixth day, and 


«© then 


| (39 4 
* then died; the forceps had left marks upon 
the head, and appeared to have been fixed in 


a diagonal direction, poſteriorly over the fore- 


„head, and anteriorly over the occiput. I was 
„ ſo very much fatigued with the troubleſome 
* circumſtances attending this caſe, that I did 
* not recover for ſome time. The woman 
„ ſeemed to be in a good way, though rather 
« iveak, for ſeveral days; but, from a violent 


* agitation of mind, on the ſeventh day after her 


* delivery, ſhe was thrown into a diarrhoea, at- 
_ *: tended with a fever, which proved fatal. This, 
„ dare ſay, you will call an uncommonly labo- 


„ rious birth, and one of the moſt melancholy 


„in MIDWIFERY; in the management of it, ſhall 
be happy to meet your approbation, or know 
*« wherein I may have erred,---The following caſe, 


« of tho preternatural kind, though not without 


its particular difficulties, gave me leſs fatigue | 
« of body, and anxiety of mind: about five in | 


„the morning, of the third of this month, 1 
* was ſent for to a lady, who had beſpoke my 
« affiſtance ; whom I found very full of pain, 
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« which, being, almoſt continual, and chiefly 


© Nt 7 8 
n 
3 


* confined to the abdominal muſcles, made me 


* ſuſpe& to be of the ſpurious kind; particu- 


140 larly, when, upon examination, no deſcending 


Wan ** 
* 


* mucus appeared; and the os tincæ was very high 
up. ſhort, rather ſucculent, but cloſe ſhut: 
© the pulſe being very quick and full, I took 


raid gd en...” . . 


% away a few ounces of blood from the arm; 


. 


« and as ſhe complained of coſtiveneſs, or- 
3 « dered an emollient clyſter of milk, oil, and 
| « brown ſugar; with a ſmall quantity of ſyrup 
C | „of buckthorn, to be given immediately after ; 
« which,-as ſoon as it had had the defired effect. 
18 1 adminiſtered an opiate; and after aſſuring 


* her, that I might ſafely leave her, retired: 


upon calling on her in the morning, I learned, 
that her night had been eaſy and ſtill, aud that 
„ ſhe was much better, which ſhe continued ta 


be, till the morning of the 13th inſtant ; when 
A being called to her in very great haſte, I found 
her walking about the chamber, dreſs'd, and at 
"0 regular intervals reſting over the back of a chair: 
in time of a pain, in this ſituation, I made an 
* examination, and found the waters protruding 


% 


— — —— — —— — 2 — 


1 


„in form of a“ large gut, and the os tince but 


« little dilated: on the receſs of the pain, I 
could not diſtinguiſh any particular preſenta- 
tion of the child, and from thence inferred, 
that the caſe would not be attended with the 
„ moſt favourable iſſue; juſt at this juncture, a 
* meſſage was brought me, requiring my at- 
« tendance to another patient in labour, at no 
great diſtance; having obtained leave to leave 
her, I deſired, in my abſence, that ſhe might 
be got to bed, kept as quiet as poſlible, 
« and that I might be ſent for again as ſoon as 
the waters broke: ſoon after which I left her, 
„and in about fix hours, having delivered the 
„ perſon I went to, was coming back, when I 
„met a meſſenger, ſent on purpoſe, to haſten 
my return; fhe had a very ſmart pain ſoon 
« after my entrance into the chamber, and upon 
1 examining, I was ſurprized to find the left arm 
of the fætus in the vagina: the parts, however, 
being ſufficiently dilated, I diſcloſed as much 
© of her ſituation to herſelf and attendants, as 


* A circumſtance, 3m which, by experience, I think, 
ſome difficulty in the labour, may always be apprehended. 
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«© was right and prudent; and, at the ſame time, 
the expediency of turning the child, to deli- 
« yer it, being fortunately well conceived; I was 
much indebted to the laudable reſolution, and 
* obliging confidence, of my patient; who rea- 
« dily ſubmitting to a convenient poſition, for 
* that purpoſe, I gently and deliberately intro- 
« duced my fingers, well lubricated, between the 
«« poſterior part of the vagina, and the preſenting 
arm, into the uterus, that I might raiſe the 
6 ſhoulder, and introduce my hand, in ſuch a 
„manner, as to diſcover the exact ſituation of 
* the child: which I ſound to be circular, with 
* its fore parts to the fundus uteri, and the legs 
* turned up to its face: the ſhoulder being 
% raiſed up to the head, I ſecured the feet, and 
© brought them down as far as poſſible; but that 
not altering the poſition, ſo advantageouſſy as 1 
i wiſhed, I raiſed the ſhoulder a little higher, and 
** was then able to pull down the legs alternately, 
and bring them down till they advanced into the 
vag ina, juſt below the os externum : as it was not 


eaſy to bring them down any lower, I intro- 
* duced 
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« duced the nooſe of a garter, and Clipping it 
« gyer the feet, faſtened it upon both the ancles, 
„and then. by pulling down the legs, at the 
4 other extremity of the garter, wich one hand; 
« whilſt the ſhoulder and head were puſhed up 
4+ with the other, with ſome difficulty delivered 
© to the ſhoulders, and afterwards brought down 
the arms, by paying proper attention to the 
method of introducing a finger, and giving 
*« each a half round turn: the head was very 
large, and fearful to make uſe of ſuch force, 
as might endanger a diſlocation of the vertebre 
% colli, I alternately paſſed up, and preſſed a 
finger on each fide of the noſe, and thus ſafely 
delivered the child; and, notwithſtanding the 
e difficulties which attended the whole delivery, 
* T had the happineſs, to finiſh it, without the 
« leaſt injury to parent or child, who both reco- 
« yered, and did well, Your anſwer will be 


a eſteemed a favour; and, believe me, &c.“ 
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THE AN SWE R. 


© DEAR SIR, 


3 I AM very well ſatisfied with the 
on method you have followed, in the two caſes 
* ſent me; but ſhould be glad to know, what 
* hour you delivered the laborious caſe in, and 
„how long you was with the woman; other- 
« wile, the caſe is incomplete, In the arm caſe, 
* it an fortunate that your attendance was ſo 
« early; great inconveniencies might otherwiſe 


have occurred from the protruſion of the arm 


„ through the vagina; the long evacuations of 


the waters, &c. Do you recollect, whether 
the head was to the fide of the pelvis, or to the 
te hubes? | 


I am very ſincerely, &c.“ 


tap] 

To which I replied, * That the time of my 
coming to the patient in the laborious caſe, was 
© near ſeven o'clock in the evening, and ſhe was 
„ not delivered till after {even the following 
night: and, in the arm caſe, that I recolleQed, 
the vertex to have been ſituated cloſe to the left 


os tum.” 


THE reduction of the arm, when it happens 
that the child is fituated in a longitudinal: direc 
tion, with the head over the pubes, and the feet to 
the fundus: uteri, the accoucheur will ever find a 
taſk, of the moſt arduous kind, which preter- 
natural labours can poſſibly furniſh; and, parti- 
cularly ſo, ſhould he be ſo unlucky as to be called 
in, when the evacuation. of the waters is not 
recent, and the uterus is ſtrongly contracted 
round the body of the child: ſuch an unfortu- 
nate inſtance occurred to me in the month of 
FEBRUARY, 1775. the particulars of which, are 
comprized in the following caſe, 
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CASE LVIL 


I WAS ſent for to the aſſiſtance of a woman, 
who had been in labour three days, and as many 
nights: the gentleman who attended her, after 
the endeavours of a midwife had proved ſruit- 


leſs, with the greateſt judgment and tenderneſs, 
had ſtrove to reduce the arm by raiſing the ſhoul- 


der, and puſhing up the fore arm at the elbow, 
but his attempts had proved impracticable; and 
being unwilling to amputate the arm, or twiſt it 
off at the elbow, although the ſwelling, coldneſs 
of it, and want of pulſation in the wriſt, might, 
in ſome meaſure, have induced him to that diſ- 
agreeable undertaking ; fatigued with his poſt, 
and deſpairing of ſucceſs, after proper conful- 
tation, it became my part, to make further trial 


of 


. 
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of delivery; the pains were ſeldom, and very 
weak; though the arm protruded through the 
vagina, and was locked in the pelvzs, I conceived 
hopes of being able to paſs up my hand between 
the uterus and child, ſo as to lift up the head 
and ſhoulders, and, at length, bring down one 
or both of the feet; to effect which, I had the 
woman fixed on her knees and elbows, but found 
every effort impracticable; if I raiſed the ſhoul- 
der and head with one hand, and puſhed up the 
protruding arm with the other; no ſooner was 
it in a tiain of reduction, than I was obliged, 
from the ſtrong contraction of the uterus, to 
withdraw the hand with which I had made the 
elevation, and of courſe, the arm deſcended into 

its former ſtate : in this preſſing dilemma, as the 
difficulties of reducing the arm, and delivering 
the child by the feet, were thought inſurmount- 
able, the amputation of the arm appeared, in 
our judgment, a neceſſary and indiſpenſible ex- 
pedient, for the preſervation of the poor woman's 
life; whoſe friends had, from the firſt, been 
prudently apprized of her danger: but whilſt we 


were 
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were deliberating upon the beſt mode of opera- 
tion in this affecting buſineſs, we were ſuddenly 
alarmed, by an account, of the woman's being 
ſeized with a fit; which we found to be the caſe, 
attended with a flooding: the matter was now 
become more complex and ſerious, than before ; 
for then, by deliveting the child, thete was a 
probability of ſaving the woman; butnow, an equal 
ſhare of danger attended the lives of them both ; 
the patient recovered from the firſt fit, and recei- 
ved ſome nouriſhment, but was, in a few mi- 
nutes, attacked with a ſecond, and a conſidera- 
ble increaſe of the flooding enſued; the womb 
being now no longer capable of reſiſtance, the 
practice before tried, of raiſing the head and 
ſhoulder, was eaſily effected, the arm reduced, 
the legs and feet found, and, by our joint en- 
deavours, the delivery was accompliſhed; but, 
although ſome faint indications of life, at firſt, 
appeared in the child, they were no more than 
the tremulous glimmerings of its expiring light, 
which was, by far, the leaſt unhappy part of 


this melancholy caſe; for, notwichſtanding the ; 


extracs 
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extraction of the placenta was eaſy and expedi- 
tious, and the flooding thereby much prevented ; 
yet, from ſome fatal cauſe, not eaſily to be inveſti- 
cated, the woman went out of one fit into ano- 
ther, till death cloſed the tragic ſcene, in leſs 
than two hours after the birth of her unfortunate 
babe. — v1oNIs ſays, of all labours, that in 
which the child preſents with one arm only, 
gives the ſurgeon the greateſt trouble; for lying 
croſs ways in the womb, it is impoſſible for him 
to bring it away, without turning it ; which, he 
thinks, ought ever to be done, in preference to 
the practice, which ſome adviſe, of delivering the 
child by the head; which, whenever he has at- 
tempted to do, the conſequence was always a2 
great deal of trouble, and diſappointment : he 
condemns the folly of putting the child's hand 
in cold water, or rubbing it with ice, upon the 
abſurd ſuppoſition, that, if it is alive, it will, 
by ſo doing, preſently draw it in; which, he 
Tightly obſerves, is impoſſible, if it would, as the 
weight of the body effectually oppoſes it: he 


quotes AMBROSE PARREY'S method of taking off 


the 
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the arm as high as poſſible, if we are ſure the 
child is dead; but concludes, that the difficulty of 

ſuch an operation, and the horror which attends | 
it, ought utterly to forbid the performance of it. 
MAURICEAU, he ſays, thinks it better to twiſt it 
two or three times round, to ſeperate the ſhoulder 
from the blade, and afterwards tc cut the fleſh ; 
for then there will be no danger of hurting the 
womb, by the aſperities of the bone, as we bring 
away the infant: but here our author very juſtly 
remarks, that ſince xAuRICEHAU thought not fit to 
reduce this advice into practice; fo, neither ſhould 
he defire others to do it. The judicious and ex- 
perienced DAVENTER, ſpeaks of the great diffi- 
culty attending a labour, when the arm is already 
come forth to the ſhoulder, the humours flowed 
out, and all things cloſely compreſſed by the 
violent force of the pains, and recommends 
turning the child, that it may be brought away by 
the feet.---cHaPMAN deſcribes a delivery, in which 
the child's arm had been eighteen hours in the 
world, and much ſwelled, by the long time it was 


expoſed, and the ignorance of the midwife, who 
pulled 


* 


l 329 J 

pulled violently at the arm at every pain; not 
knowing, that it was altogether impoſſible to 
extract a full grown infant, by that method; that he 
ſearched for the feet, and ſoon delivered the wo- 
man with eaſe and ſafety: he delivered the ſame 
woman in two ſucceeding labours; in both of 
which, the waters gathering, and the pains increa- 
ſing to a proper degree, the membranes broke, 
and thruſt out one of the child's arms; the paſ- 
ſage and pelvis were ſo large, that he found no 
difficulty in taking the child by the ſeet, and thus 
delivered her, in leſs than a minute, each time: 
he cautions againſt the uſe of inſtruments to diſ- 
member the child; adviſes the operator to be well 
acquainted, whether the child be really dead, or 
not: and mentions a miſerable inſtance of a 
man, that was lately living, whoſe arm was 
thus cut off, before his body, or any other part, 
but that arm, was born, by a suzctzon and 
MANMIDWIFE, Who, doubtleſs, took the child 
for dead; but, finding it, by its bleeding, to be 
alive, which he did not in the leaſt expect, he 
ſtopped the flux of blood, and the child (as 
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before-mentioned) lived to be a man. G tra 
rARD has given an inſtance of one hand and the 
arm flipping down through the inner orifice into 
the vagina; the waters had been gone off a 
great while; the child dead many hours; and 


it was about the eighth month of the wo- 


man's reckoning: he ſearched for the legs, which 
he found, and with great difficulty effected the 
delivery: a ſecond, where the arm protruded out 
of the inner 'orifice, quite up to the ſhoulder; 


and the hand bent backwards in the paſſage; he 


delivered the child, (which was dead, from ha- 
ving lain ſo long in the poſture he found it) by 
drawing the firſt leg forwards, by which means, 
the buttocks advanced: he adds, that when the 
child is not very large, and the woman has had 
children before, there is not always a neceſſity 
for pulling down both the feet; for, if one leg 
preſents, and the other is bent forwards towards 
the child's belly, it will eafily paſs: to corrobo- 
rate which aſſertion, in caſe g8. he deſeribes 
a delivery, wherein he. ſucceeded by ſuch 
means: as alſo, in caſes 38. 80. 122. 136. 


— E 1 1464 
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146. & 181. In caſe 187. he obtained both legs, 
and effected the delivery footling; but in caſe 
190, he tells us of a delivery, where one arm 
was ſunk into the vagina, and the ſhoulder ſtopped 
it up, and was cloſely rivetted in the 0s internum; 
the woman had been in labour two or three 
days; in vain were all his endedyours, either to 
return the arm, or remove the ſhoulder, fo as to 
paſs his hand by it, to reach the feet: upon 
moving the arm, he found it was very looſe, 
whereby he judged, that the midwife had 
been pulling at it, for it readily came 
off at the ſhoulder: he then endeavoured 
again to move the ſhoulder: brit, he could not, 
by any method, paſs his hand far enough to 
reach the feet; he therefore tried to get a finger 
over the ſhoulder, to draw down the head; but 
the neck being very tender, the vertebre gave 
way, and the head ſeparated from the body : as 
the ſhoulder preſented firſt, he fixed a hook near 
the ſcapula, i in order to draw it out; but the parts 
tote away, ſo that he was forced to remove the 
hook two or three times: however, he was; at 
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last, able to take hold of the ſhoulder with his 
fingers, and to draw it out, when the reſt of the 
body eaſily followed; but he had ſtill a great 
difficulty to ſurmount, which was, to bring 
away the head remaining in the uterus; which, he 
did, after trying in vain with his fingers, by 
means of the hook, fixed between the ſutures : 
he complains of being greatly fatigued by the 
labour, and attributes the difficulties which aroſe, 
to the ignorance and ſelf-ſufficiency of the mid- 
wife, who did not fend in time, when ſhe firſt 


obſerved the child to preſent wrong; by which 


means, the waters were ſuffered to paſs off, the 


uterus to be cloſely contracted about the child, 
and the whole ſhoulder to be cloſely rivetted in 
the os internum. In caſe 211. he ſpeaks of a 
delivery, where one arm preſented firſt, and was 
ſunk into the vagina; but, as the fatus was 
ſmall; and the patient had been a mother of 
children before, by which the parts had been 
ſufficiently dilated, he judged he might draw it 
out in the manner it preſented, without danger of 


the head's ſeperating at the neck from the body, 


or 
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or any ways hurting or tearing the parts of 
the vagina; he therefore paſſed 'up one finger 
as it lay bent, and endeavoured, by pulling, 
to draw the head and body out, gently 
pulling, at the ſame time, the arm before pro- 
truded; and, by this method, he ſoon brought 
out the whole fetus : in the following caſe, 21 2, 
where the whole arm was protruded into the va- 
gina, and the ſhoulder ſtopped up the os tincæ, 
he ſucceeded by obtaining one leg, and bringing 
it into the vagina, he faſtened a ligature about 
the ancle, and endeavoured, by pulling che 
firing, to bring the leg and thigh forward; 
- whilſt, at the ſame time, with his other hand, 
paſſed into the vagina, he preſſed the ſhoulder up- 
wards, to make more way for the hips to ad- 
vance, and for the head and ſhoulders to be 
turned upwards: this fucceeded to his wiſh, and 
the delivery was accompliſhed, but the child was 
dead: occaſioned, as he obſerves, moſt proba- 
bly, by its having been ſo long engaged, and ſo 
cloſely preſſed in the womb, before he came: in 


caſe 22g. he gives another inſtance of a ſimilar 


eg nature, 
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nature, in which he ſucceeded by the ſame means 


as the foregoing; but the child was likewiſe 


dead, from the long delay of the delivery, The 


great number of caſes, in which our author ſuc- 
ceeded in the delivery, by the help of one leg only, 
ought not to miſlead us in our ſearch aſter the 
other; which, in general, can be at no great diſ- 
tance; and. more eſpecially, as by che aſſiſtance of 
both, the operator will ever find it much more eaſy 
to rectiſy the ſituation of the child. Vide La MOE, 
obſ. 272, 273, 274, 275, 276, 277, & 278. Br. 
our p ſpeaks of the arm forced into the world, by 
the mocher's throws, as one of the moſt difficult 
caſes in MIDWIFERY for the operator; as the feet 
are at a greater diſtance from the orifice in this 
ſituation, than any other : and the waters, alſo, 
are, in a ſhort time evacuated; when the head is 
not in, or cloſe upon the orifice, to hinder its. 
exit, he adviſes, if the hand be not far ad- 
vanced, to inſlantly put it back into the womb; 
and, if there be occaſion, to dilate the ori fice 
with the fingers, according to che uſual direc- 
tions, that the hand may be introduced along the 


child's 
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child's belly, to find out the ſeet, whereby to 
bring forth che infant: if the hand be ſo far 
advanced, that it cannot be put back, he di- 
recis the operator to dilate the orifice, ſo as to 
thruſt up his hand by the fide of that of the in- 
fant ; taking hold of the feet asabove: and, in pro- 

portion as the feet advance forward, the protruding 
hand will retire into the womb; the moſt con- 
venient poſture ſor the patient to be in, during 
this, and all other operations, where the child is 
to be turned in the womb, he aſſerts, to be on 
her knees, in q bed, at a convenient diſtance from 
| the operator, leaning her head on a woman's 
lap, who muſt fit on a low ſtool in the bed, for 
that purpoſe; but this ſeems too general an ob- 
ſervation of the Doctor's; for, in all preternatural 
labours, an exact knowledge of the child 's poſition, 
by diſtinguiſhing the right hand from the left, 
as well as the ſtructure of the pelvis, ſhould 
be acquired, before the poſture of the patient be 
determined on: and nine times out of ten, to 
place the patient, either on her back, or ſides, 
or in a half ſitting, half lying poſture, '1n caſes, 
of preternatural births, will be found the moſt 
E e 4 - couve- 
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convenient poſitions; but, where the ſeet are at a 


very great diſtance, and the belly is pendulous, 
to place the woman on her elbows and knees, 
may, ſometimes, be found moſt commodious. 
Dilatations of the inner orifice can ſeldom be 
neceſſary: and, in this caſe, as well as all others, 
it is often beſt to wait till it is ſufficiently expanded 
of itſelf, to give free admittance to the hand, which, 
it will generally be, before the ſtrong pains are 
| abated; and, not till then, the ſkilful accou- 
cheur will attempt the delivery with his hand ; 
which ever ought to be done in the moſt gentle 
and deliberate manner, aſter it has been well 
lubricated ; obſerving the line of the pelvis, as 
the firſt and principal direction, and tenderly 
reducing the rigidity of the parts, by flow and 
gradual advances, till the feet are fully obtained. 
---Dr. BURTON, in very ſtrong terms, condemns 
as cruel and inhuman, the method of killing 
or murdering the child, by ſeperating the arm, 
to come at its body ; when an arm, through ig- 
norance, be ſuffered to advance ſo far, and con- 
tinue ſo long in the paſlage, that, from its ſwel- 
ling, 
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ling, and the womb's contracting, it is impoſſi- 
ble, as ſome imagine, that it can be put back : 
whoever is guilty of this practice, he affirms, 
-ought to be proſecuted for mal- practice, and far 
wilful murder: from repeated inſtances, during 
eightcen years praQice, he ſays, wherein he had 
had many of theſe worſt caſes, he is convinced, 
that there never can be aninſtance, where taking 
off the arm is neceſſary: he ſelects one of them 
which ever fell under his cognizance; and 
where, he ſays, if ever there was occaſion to 
have ſeperated the arm from the body, here it 
was-, becauſe the arm was ſwelled to above 
twice its natural bulk, whereby it filled up the 
os uteri, and a great part of the vagina: ſecondly, 
becauſe no pulſe could be felt in the arm, and 
the mother had not been ſenſible of the child's 
ſtirring for ſome time: and thirdly, becauſe the 
mother was become very weak, for want of 
reſt, &c.---The particulars of this caſe, are com- 
prized in the Doctor's 21ſt. obſervation: and 
in his 22d, he gives an arm preſentation, 
where the limb was amputated by an ignorant 


pretender, 
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pretender, about the middle of the os humeri; he 
afterwards delivered the child ; and proves, that 
there was no neceſſity for this injurious operation: 

firſt, becauſe it was not out of the womb as far as 
the ſhoulder: ſecondly, becauſe the os uteri was 
ſufficiently dilated, to permit the introduQtion of 
the hand: thirdly, becauſe the patient had no 
flooding: fourtily, becauſe the cutting off the 
arm could not forward the delivery; for the 
greateſt bulk of the child, is in the head, ſhoul- 
ders, and hips: all which remained of the ſame 
ſize, and were not too large for the pelvis; be- 
cauſe they were all whole when brought forth : 
and fiſthly, becauſe the child was alive, and 
"#1 the mother in no dangerous way, as to flood- 
of ing, Kc. when he did it: the Dofor adds, 
bk that he never found any pretenders to the 


practice of m1nwirery, who ever attempted to 
cut off the arm of 'any child, hut this man, and 
another, who was a cotemporary with him, and 
were together at the ſame place, to be inſtructed : 
but this other perſon, he ſays, ſhewed himſelf 
the better ſurgeon, by conſidering the conſe- 


quences 
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querices of having the ſharp end of a bone cut 
or broken in the womb; and, therefore, he more: 
judiciouſly cut off the arms at the joints, rather 
than ſeperate the bone: in the caſe, where 
he was ſent for to aſſiſt him, he had cut off both 
arms, firſt at the elbows and joints, and 
then at the: ſhaulders: if the arm of the child 
muſt be taken from its body, he adviſes it, 
as ſafer, far the mother, ſor the operator to take 
hold of the os humeri, and twiſt it off at the arti- 
culation of the kumerus and ſeapula ; but ſays, that 
it ought never to be done at all, eſpecially, if the 
child is alive: for the Doctor's animadvetſions on 
this practice, and his reaſons for publiſhing this 
caſe at large, the reader is referred to his book, p. 
255. where may be alſo ſeen his contrivance of 
an inſtrument, reſembling a crutch, and which he 
calls by that name; by the help of which, the pre- 
ſentingarmis to be returned. Vide eortarL, obſ. 4. 
54. 61. 68. 71. & 75. alſo, dr. Exrox, caſe g. and 
dr, sMELIIE, vol. g. coll. gg. caſe g. deſcribes a 
caſe, where the membranes were broke, the arm 
was in the vagina, and the ſhoulder filled up the 
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os uteri, in ſuch a manner, as kept up the greateſt 


part of the waters: this being the caſe, he raiſed | 


the head to the fundus uteri, and brought down the 
legs, with much greater eaſe, than he at firſt ex- 
pected; and, the child not being large, was ſafely 
delivered: in collection 34. of the ſame volume, 
caſe 6. he mentions an inſtance of the right arm 
hanging down, without the os externum; the 


head of the fetus at the left fide, and the fore 


parts to the fide, and back parts, of the uterus : 
the legs were brought down, ſecured by a fillet ; 
taking hold of which with his right hand, he 
introduced the other to the head, and puſhed it 
up,. while he pulled down the legs with the 
nooſe; by theſe means, the head was raifed to 
the fundus, the arm that was down returned into 
the uterus, and the child was ſafely delivered: 
the doctor alſo tells us, that he delivered this 
gentle woman, once before, in a ſimilar caſe: in 
the following inſtance, caſe 5. the arm preſented ; 
the pelvis was narrow; the child was brought 
footling, and the head delivered with the long 

| curved 
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curved forceps: for a repreſentation of which, 
a reference is made to table 33. of the ana- 
tomical figures: the next caſe exhibits the 
arm of the child in the vagina, and the body 
lying in a round form in the uterus; which, 
with much fatigue and difficulty, was delivered 
by turning, and bringing the feet foremoſt: next 
follow two melancholy inſtances of ignorance; 
in the firſt, the arm preſented, and was taken off 
by another practitioner; who, afterwards de- 
ſerted the patient, who was ſeized. with a flood- 
ing, and delivered by dr. suzIIIE, by turning 
the child, and bringing it by its feet; but the 
patient died, from the great loſs of blood, che 
ſame night, about 'two hours after he left the 
place: in the ſecond caſe; the arm of the child, 
we are told, came down into the vagina; the 
patient had been many hours in labour, and a 
flooding had begun; but was abated, after the 
waters were diſcharged : the DoQor propoſed to 
deliver by turning, and bringing the child by 
the feet; but herein being oppoſed, as that was 


a new method, and not known in that place, an 


older 
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older practitioner was ſent for; who, inſtead of 
turning, fatigued himſelf, and the woman, by 
puſhing up the arm, to bring the head to pre- 
ſent; and, when that method failed, he tried to 
deliver, by pulling at the arm: hereupon, ano- 
ther gentleman was ſent for, who lived at 2 
much greater diſtance than the former; but the 
flooding had increafed ſo much, by the former 
violence, that the patient had expired before his 
arrival; and, as he knew more of the practice, 
he regretted' much, that the method, which our 
author had propoſed, was rejected: a very firiking 
inſtance this, how very erroneous the ancients 
were, in endeavouring, in ſuch caſes, to make 
the head preſent; which was here, and, I doubt 
not, in many other caſes, attended with fatal 
conſequences ; therefore, It may, with the ſtricteſt 
truth and juſtice, be affirmed, that turning, to 
deliver by the feet, in ſuch preternatural preſen- 
tations, is an improvement in the obſtetric art, of 
the firſt importance, and has been the means of 
preſerving the lives of great numbers of women 
and children: in caſe 12. of the ſame collec- 

tion, 
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tion, we meet with an inſtance, of the arm lying 


double in the vagina, the fore parts of the fattus 


to the anterior parts of the uterus; and the wo- 
man delivered, according to DAVENTEER'Ss method, 
by turning her to her knees and elbows: and 
alſo, in caſe 16. where the arm and ſhoulder of 
a ſecond child, was forced down without the 
external parts; he was afraid, that it would be 
impoſlible to force up theſe parts of the child 
into the uterus, ſo as to turn the ſlus, and bring 
down the legs; but, upon trial, he ſucceeded be- 
yond his expettation, and delivered the child 
alive: again, in caſe 3. no. 2. of the ſame col- 
lection, he has given an account, of the leſt arm 


and ſhoulder of the fetus preſenting; the head 


over the pubes, and the fore parts of the child to 
the right fide of the uterus? in which, afier ſe- 
veral trials, and the greateſt difficulty, he turned 
the child, and delivered it alive; but, ſays, he 
was ſo much fatigued, that he was not able to 
raiſe his arms to his head, for a day c ot two t 


cafe 1g. contains a ſupplement to caſe g. from 


dr. purBAN, in which the arm preſented: as 


does, 


* 
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does, likewiſe, caſe 14. to the ſame caſe, in a 


# 


letter from mr. Mud, of rIyuOUrRH: in caſe. 


18. no. 2. of the ſame collection, we are favoured 
with another arm preſentation; wherein the gen- 

tleman, who communicates the caſe, after much 
difficulty, ſucceeded in his atttempts, to turn, 
and deliver the child by its feet: in caſe 5. col- 
lection 35. is inſerted, a very extraordinary in- 
ſtance, of che protruſion and tumour of the arm; 
which, as well as one of the legs, was pulled off 
in the delivery; and the body and head, after- 
wards delivered with the crotchet; occaſioned by 
a diſtortion in the pelvis: caſe 15. contains a ſup- 
plement to the above caſe; and here, the arm 
preſented ; the ſhoulder was miſtaken for the 
head; the arm was pulled off; and the head 
was afterwards delivered with the crotchet. 


1 HAVE been more diffuſe in my quotations 


and obſervations on the preſentation of the arm, 


as it is a poſition which very often happens; is 
frequently complicated: and, in general, re- 
quires the utmoſt ſkill and care of the accou- 


cheur. 


CASE 


* 


CASE LVIII. 


Ox the 24th day of Arti, 177), a mid- 
wife ſent for me to a woman, with whom ſhe 
had been ſome hours; told me, her patient had 
endured very violent pains; that about an hour 
before my arrival, the membranes had broke, 
and one of the child's arms fallen down into 
the birth: and, that as ſoon as ſhe perceived 
this to be the caſe, ſhe had deſired my aſſiſtance; 
the woman was very much diſheartened, on hear- 
ing the child came wrong, as ſhe had always 
been uſed to quick, eaſy, and natural births: 
the pains, I was told, had been ſtrong, but 
were now diminiſhed; and as the waters were 
not all drained off, the pelvis was well pro- 
portioned, and the woman had borne ſeveral 
children before; an immediate ſearch for the legs 
— appeared 
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appeared to me to be the moſt eligible plan. It 
was the right arm of the child which preſented; 
therefore, I could not err in my conjecture of 
its poſition : ſhe was already in a ſupine poſture, 
and near the foot of the bed: upon which, as 
the os tincæ was ſufficiently dilated, I lubricated 
my hand, and without altering her poſture, con- 
dufted it, as, ſhe laid, between the body of the 
child and the wierus ; came at the feet, without 
much trouble, and by bringing them down, the 
protruding arm, of courſe, receded into che ule- 
rus, and the delivery was finiſhed without any 
yery great difficulty. From hence, it is evi- 
dent, how great an advantage, the operator 
finds in attending early; and, how much ſooner, 
the buſineſs is done in that caſe, than, where the 


waters have been long elapſed, and the ulerus 
is contraed ; beſides, the good proportion . of 


the pelvis, and this not being the woman's firſt 
child, both, in great meaſure, added to the eaſe 
and facility of this delivery. 


FE 847 ] 
1T behoves me to pay a juſt Tribute of 


Praiſe to the , midwife, for her prudent con- 
duct, in requiring timely aſſiſtance: and, 1 
think, davenTER's Inſtructions on this head; 
wherein he adviſes the woman ' midwife, in 
all difficulties, to refer to the advice of phy- 
ſicians, or ſurgeons; by which ſhe will not 
loſe her credit, or degrade herſelf: and ſays, that 
it is more commendable in her, not to meddle, 
but diſtruſt herſelf, and commit the matter to 
another, than raſhly to endeavour more than ſhe 
can do; truſling to her own knowledge and ex- 
perience, cannot be inſerted in a more proper 
place: —it were to be wiſhed, that women prac- 
titioners, in general, were better inſtructed in | 
the practice of MD IT ER X; otherwiſe, in cafes 
of the leaſt difficulty, they cannot be able to aſcer- 
tain how far the buſineſs may be lefb to Na- 
ture, or, where ſuperior aſſiſtance becomes 'ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary. 
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CASE LIX. 


Mrs. W. after having been troubled with 


trifling irregular pains in the belly, for many 


nights together; for, in the day time, ſhe was 
generally pretty eaſy, ſent to me on the 2gth of 
jury, 1776. I examined her, and found tlie 
uterine orifice not in the leaſt extenuated, and no 
mucus deſcending from the parts: ſhe com- 
Plained of having been coſtive ; I pronounced 


the pains to be ſpurious : directed a medicine of 


the moſt gently laxative kind to be taken occa- 
ſionally, and a few drops of the tinfura thebaica, 
in a ſmall draught, at bed-time, or in the night, 
when the uneaſineſs ſhould return; by theſe 
means, ſhe proceeded in a tolerably eaſy 
Rate, till the 14th of avcusT following, in the 
morning of which, the genuine labour pains 
came on: they were, at firſt, remote, conti- 
nued but a little while at a time, and a remiſ- 
ſion 


TE HE as 

ſion of, at leaſt, half an hour, intervened ; but, 
towards the evening, they acquired a greater de- 
gree of force, and recurred more frequent; the 
abdominal tumour ſubſided ; ſhe was hot, reſt- 
| lefs, and the mucus diſcharge was tinged with 
blood ; the membranous bag appeared flaccid to 
the touch; and, notwithſtanding the increaſed 
ſtrength of the pains, the os tince remained 
thick, and but little open; on the remiſſion of a 
pain, I could diſtinguiſh by the touch no parti- 
cular part of the child which preſented : upon 
which, the labour was ſuffered to g0 on in its 
own way, till the pains became very ſevere in- 
deed: and now I examined her again, and 
found the membranes much more tenſe, and 
puſhing againſt my finger, with a greater 
dilatation of the os tince: in a pain or two 
afterwards the membranes broke, and both 
hands immediately fell down into the paſ- 
ſage, Here was another preternatural labour; 
in which, I was fo lucky, as to be preſent on 
the rupture of the membranes, The polition of 
o- fatus could not be well miſtaken, I adviſed 

Fig it, 


. 

it, as moſt expedient, to turn the child, and deliver 
it.: the patient was not, in the leaſt, averſe to the 
propoſition, and was, therefore, eaſily placed, in 
a. convenient poſtare, on her back; when, my 
hand, being well lubricated, I gently paſſed it 
over the cheſt of the child; but meeting with 
the placenta, which adhered on that ſide of the 
uterus, I withdrew it, and turning the woman, 
from her back to her ſide, introduced my other 
hand on the oppoſite fide; but the action of 
the uterus prevented my proceeding: when it 
ceaſed, I renewed my attempts, and carrying 
my hand up to the feet of the child, which 
were. lying towards the belly of the mother, 
brought down the legs, and extracted the 
body, with the utmoſt care and caution; the 
Placenta followed, without much difficulty; it 
was a fine healthy child, and had ſuſtained not 
the leaſt accident in the delivery: the mother 
had an exceeding good getting up, and bas ſince BW 
undergone. two deliveries, without any extraordi- 
- nary, trouble. —I have been informed by a gentle- 
man of credit; that, about fix years ago, he 


met 
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met-with a caſe, where both hands preſented ; 
the waters had been long gone off; the peluis was 
narrow; and the difficulties he laboured under, 
were almoſt incredible; for, notwichſtanding his 
utmoſt endeavours, there was no accels to come 
at the feet * one arm was, therefore, twiſted off 


II am told, it is, the opinian of a very judicious and 
eminent accoucheur, that when we are called to a caſe, in 
which the arm preſents, if great force has been uſed to ex- 
tract the child in that poſition; or, the arms have been 
miſtaken for the legs, the pains at the ſame time being 
very violent, it is impoſlible to turn the child; becaufe 
we cannot introduce our hand into the aterus, the: ſhoul- 
ders and body of the child being puſhed low down into 
the pelvis: under ſuch circumſtances, he obſerves, there 
is happily no neceſlity of turning the child, as ir will 
be expelled by the power of the pains only; yet, in theſe 
caſes, he avers, that the body of the child does not come 
doubled, but the breech is the firſt part delivered, and the 
head laſt, the body turning as it were «por its own axis; he 
does not confine this obſervation to a ſmall child coming pre- 
maturely, but to a child of common fize, provided the pe/- 
vis is well formed; nor does he reſt his aſſertion upon mere 
hypotheſis, but founds it on foxr caſes, which occurred in 
his own practice, in which the women were delivered: he 
infers not from hence, that there is no neceſſity to turn 
a child when the arm preſents ; but leaves it for future ex- 
perience, to determine how far, and in what caſes, the pre- 
ceding obſervations ought to be a guide in Pracyce. 
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at the elbow, and the child delivered piecemeal, 
in the beſt manner the operator could direct, by 


means of the crotchet; and the poor woman ſurvi- 


ved but a few hours. Vide Mauriceav, chap. 21. 


lib. 2.—La MoTTE obſerves, that when the pains 


are at the ſharpeſt, the ſurgeon ought to enquire 


into the ſituation of the child; and, if he finds 


a hand preſenting through the membranes, he 


ouzht to open them immediately, and proceed 


to delivery ; preventing, by that means, its com- 


ing down into the vagina, which it would partly 


fill, and be an impediment to the introduction of 


the hand into the uterus: he gives us two in- 
ſtances of both hands preſeniing ; in one of which, 
obl. 244. upon touching, he found ſeveral little 
parts confuſed together, without being able to 
tell, whether they were hands or feet; he opened 
the membranes, and found them to be the hands; 
- wherefore, he puſhed on to the bottom of the 
| uterus, and met with the feet very far from one 


another, and joining them together, finiſhed the 


work ; the placenta ſoon after following: he further 
remarks, that any practitioner may be in doubt, 


about 
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about knowing the hands ſrom the ſeet, through 
the membranes; but ſays, it is of no conſe- 
quence, ſince the ſame thing is to be done in ei - 
ther caſe: the operator, however will, in this in- 
ſtance, find / it beſt, not to be too precipitate, 
and attempt a rupture of the membranes, till 
he finds the uterine orifice ſufficiently expanded, 
— The next caſe of both the hands preſenting, is in 


his 245th obſ, the woman had ſtrong painsz 


the membranes broke ſuddenly, and diſcharged 
the waters, and the hands with the | breaſt, 
were puſhed down at the ſame time, with 
the ſame violence: he put her in a proper ſitua- 
tion to be delivered, as ſoon as the pains 
ſhould abate their fury; kept his hand upon 
the breaſt, and as ſoon as ſhe had the leaſt 
interval, {lid it along, to find the feet, which 
he did not ſucceed in for a great while; 
but, at length, obtained them, with much hard 
labour, and delivered a weakly child; which 
lived but a ſhort time.—-Dr. asTzuc, ſpeaking 
of the preſentation of the hands, ſays, this 


poſture is eaſily known, when the membranes 


arc 
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are ruptured; and; as it is impoſſible,” for the 


child to be delivered therein, it ought to be 


quickly remedied :” he further adds, that © they 
endeavoured, formerly, to reduce this. caſe to a 
natural labour, by the head and, ſome ig- 
norant mid wives, fill act upon this prineiple : 


but, he adviſes, turning of the child im medi- 
ately, when the waters are drained off, and to 


deliver 'it by its feet. Dr. oui p deſcribes this 
io be one of the moſt difficult caſes in wm1»- 
Wirzür, for the operator; as the head being out 
of its natural direction, cannot preſs on che 
orifice,” ſo as to dilate it: and the ſmall dilata- 
tion that is made, is taken up by che head ; 
which cannot be put back, if far advanced, ſo 
as to give admiſſion to the operators hand 
to bring ſortk che child by the feet ; which 
is the only methed in this exigency: and the 
ſeet, he alſo obſerves, are at à greater dif- 
tance from the orifice, in this ſituation, than 
any other; the water is alſo, in a' ſhort time, 
evacuated, when the head is not in, or cloſe upon 
the orifice, to hinder its exit; his directions are, 


to 
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to turn the child, and bring it by its feet, as the 
only ſafe and ſure method. In the third volume 


of dr. SMELLIE, collect. g5, caſe 6, we meet 


332 L 


with a very extraordinary caſe, where both arms 
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were pulled without the os exiernum, the breaſt 
to the lower part of the pelvis; there had been 
two midwives with this woman for two days, one 
of whom was her mother; both arms had been 
down moſt part of that time, and had often been 
pulled at to bring the child as it preſented; the 
arms were much ſwelled, and one being almoſt 
pulled from the ſhoulder; was ſnipped off with 
the ſciſſars: upon inſpection, the parts of the 
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woman were found livid, but not tore; the pa- 
tient was flooding, and appeared in a dying con- 
dition. Her huſband and friends being made 
_ acquainted with the circumſtances of the caſe, 
begged, if poſſible, ſhe might be delivered be- 
fore ſhe expired. Contrary to the DoQor's ex- 
pectation, although the breaſt was pulled low 
down, he eaſily puſhed it and the arm up into 
the uterus, and brought the child footling. He 
had no hopes of her recovery, although ſhe 
Ct 4} ſeemed 
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ſeemed to revive a little from the Joy of being 
delivered; becauſe he was pretty certain that a 
mortification was begun, from the livid appear- 


ance of the external parts, and her complaining 


of no pain; when he introduced his hand into 


the vagina and wterus the placenta was all de- 
tached and lying looſe in the uterus. This was 
not her firſt child. The Doctor was called in 


the evening, and ſhe lived till next morning.— 


In the two following inſtances ; where there 
was a prolapſion, of one or both hands along 
the head, I ſucceeded in the deliveries, by lea- 
ving the labours to nature only, But, in both 
cafes, the preſentation of the head was natural; 
the pelvrs well-formed, and the fetus not very 


| large. - | 


CASE 
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CASE. LX. 


I WAS ſent for to a village, about five miles 


from this town, on the fourth of NOVEMBER, 


1769, to a patient, who had been a conſiderable 


time in labour, and was attended by a mid- 


wife ; who told me, ſhe could very plainly 


feel one hand of the child : on examination, I 


found the os tinca conſiderably dilated ; the 
head deſcended below the brim of the pelvis, 


nearly to the middle ; and the fingers of the 
left hand, coming down, on one fide, at ſome 
little diſtance before it: the membranes broke 
two. days before; and the waters diſcharged 
were very ſcetid; from which it was con- 
cluded, that the fiztus had been dead ſome time; 


che pains were ſtrong and regular, and the woman 


under no apprehenſions of danger; but, fo very 
fick, that no ſooner had a pain leſt her, than reach- 
ings 
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ings and vomitings ſucceeded, to the moſt vio- 


lent degree, which I ever remember to have met 
with; and this, I was informed, had been the 
caſe from the beginning of her labour.—The 
opinion of p1oNts, concerning the vomitings, 
which attend women in labour is, that they are 
of excellent uſe, and are a ſign, that the child 
will come right, and that it firikes againſt the 
bottom of the womb; which has a ſympathy 
with the ſtomach, by reaſon of the ramifications 
of the nerves, diſtributed to both one, and the 
other. Be that, as it may, in this caſe; tho' 
harraſſing to the woman, they were far from 
being detrimental; I ſeveral times aitempted to 
puſh the hand up by the fide of. the head, but 
the pain or vomitings, alternately recurring, was 
as often obliged to deſiſt; at length, however, 
the head advanced, and, in about an hour, was 
ſafely delivered; the reſt of the body followed, 
without any difficulty ; the child was alive, and 
the woman had a good recovery. 


* 
* 


THE 
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1 H E ſickneſs which attends labour, from 
the violent efforts of the uterus, as well as 
the nauſea and retchings, which are often ſo 
troubleſome in Now and protracted labours, moſt 
probably originate from the ſame cauſe, viz. 
the dilatation of the os uteri; by which, from 
the power of ſympathy, the ſtomach becomes 
more or leſs affected. — It has been generally, 
ſuppoſed, that where, ſcetid waters have been 
diſcharged before the delivery of the fetus, they 
are a certain fign of its having been dead ſome 
time; but the fallibility of that concluſion, as 
in this inſtance, ought to make us on our guard, 
how we incur any raſh proceeding upon the 
ſtrength of ſuch a conjecture.— This patient was 
pretty far advanced in years before ſhe became 
pregnant, which accounts for the tediouſneſs of 
ber labour; ſor the parts had thereby acquired 
a rigidity, much beyond that which we meet with 
in patients who are young, or in thoſe who. have 
borne many children, 
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CASE LXI. 


Is the year 1774. I was ſuddenly called to a 
patient, who had been taken in labour the night 


| before; her pains had been ſmall, but very re- 


gular; ſhe had greatly complained of the Cramp 
in her thighs and legs; but after the membranes 
broke, which was about an hour before I ſaw. 
her, ſhe had been totally free from that com-. 
plaint; ſhe was rather low ſpirited, and the la- 


bour had been ſomewhat protracted, by an unwel- 


come piece of news, in which ſhe was much in- 
tereſted ; and which had been very imprudently 
revealed to her, I gave her ſome conſolatory ad-. 
vice; and obſerving, the bad effects, which too 
much vexation might have on her labour, admini- 
ſtered an opiate, and left her: in a few hours after 

I was 
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1 was ſent for again; and, then being permitted 
to examine, found the os uteri largely open, and 
the head advanced to the middle of the pelbis, 
with a hand on each ſide of it; and not being 
able to reduce either of them above the brim 
of the pelvis, which was well-proportioned, I 
thought it beſt to let the labour go on, in its own 
way ; preſuming, that probably the work might 
be accompliſhed, by fo doing, without any 
| farther trouble: and herein I was not miſta- 
ken, for, in two hours time, the woman was 
happily delivered of a fine live child. The 
navel ſtring, which is ſubject to conſiderable 
variations, was here ſo very hard and rigid; 
that, after the child was removed, it was 
ſcarcely twiſted round the fingers of one hand, 
and pulled cautiouſly and gently with the 
other, beſore it gave way, and broke; the 
os uteri, although the child had not been 
delivered more than half an hour, was fo 
much contracted, that, as no immediate ne- 
ceſſity appeared for the extraction of the pla- 
cenla, I let it remain; and was informed, in 
che morning, that the woman had paſſed a to- 
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lerable good night; and, that it came away, 
of itſelf, after a ſtrong pain or two, about 
midnight,—Mavrictau has an opinion, of the 
* ſudden contraction of the wuierus; when he 
ſays, that the znternal orifice of the womb, 


ſhuts, while we tie the navel ſtring, and makes it 
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a harder taſk to bring away the placenta —Da- 
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VENTER, ſpeaking of the contraction of the 


womb, remarks, that the manner of its con- 


r 
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traction, is the ſame as of its extenſion; only, 
one is done by degrees, and the other quickly: 
he alſo adds, that he has ſometimes opened a 
woman dead in child-bed, abqut the 8th or gth 
day aſter her delivery; and has wondered to find 
the womb ſo little, and fo near its natural ſtate, as 
if ſhe had not been newly delivered, —It is very 
neceſſary to oblerve; that, under the circum- 
ſtance, of both hands, prolapſing along the head, 
ſo as to obſtruct its paſſage through the ſupe- 
rior part of the pelvis; or, at any time, when 


one hand prolaples with any other part, as well 
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as the head, it may be often found proper, to 


bring the child by the feet, except in a very nar- 
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row. 
# Vide caſes the 13, 14. & 16th, of this book, 


Rr 


88 9 — 
2 


1 
* 


361 1 b 
row pelvis; the operator, ever remembering; 
that, unleſs the uterine orifice, is ſufficiently di- 
lated to admit the infinuation of his hand; (ex: 


cept in caſes of extreme danger,) it will be 


prudent in him not to proceed: and, even then, 
much care, arid circumſpeRion; will be found re- 
quiſite.—It is a matter not unworthy our notice; 
that the more hard and rigid the chord is, the 


gteater will be the danger of breaking it, by pul- 


ling, in order to draw out the placenta, after the 
birth of the child. And it is alſo to be remeni- 
bered, that, as the umbilical chord is moſt denſe; 
firm, and ſtrong, next to the fetus; ſo, it is ge- 
nerally extenuated in its progreſs to the placenta, 
and, conſequently, becomes weaker at its inſer- 


tion into that vaſcular maſs ; from which, by 


pulling with too much force, it will, on that 
account, be the more eaſily ſeperated, 
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CASE LXIL 


Tur 4th of june, 1776. Mrs. N. was 


taken with uaealy ſenſations in the abdomen, 
back, and loins; which continuing till the next 
day, I was ſent for; ſhe had a diſcharge of 
mucus from the vagina; and there were other ſigns 
of approaching labour: notwithſtanding which, 
it was impoſſible to diſcover the os tance, by 
the touch; the difficulty of reaching it, con- 


vinced me of the probability of, at leaſt, a lin- 


gering, if not a laborious, or preternatural la- 
bour: I, therefore, deſired that a midwife might 
be kept in waiting; and, to be ſent for again, 
when her pains had acquired a greater degree 
of force. It was not, till the afternoon of the 
following day, that my attendance was again 


required ; when I was informed, that the pains 
had 
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| had been quick -and ſharp for ſome time 
paſt; that the waters had been diſcharged; 
but the head of the child continued very high 
up, and did not advance in the leaſt, although 
the parts were ſufficiently open: from this ac- 
count of the caſe, had the midwife been right 
in her conjecture of the part which preſented, 
there could have been but little doubt of a difficult 
labour; but it was more particularly to be fear- 
ed, when now, upon ſearching, I eafily per- 
ceived, that the part which was miſtaken for 
the head, was, in reality, the ſhoulder ;5 the acro- 
mion being diſtinguiſhable by the claviell, and 
neck leading to the head; I carefully avoided 
the leaſt ſurprize, privately convinced the mid- 
wife, that. the poſture of the child was wrong; 


and, after ſome deliberation, as the ſtrong pains 


were much abated, and the ſhoulder preſented, 


the expediency of an attempr to deliver the 


child footling appeared of the utmoſt conſe- | 


quence. The midwife was right in her ac- 
count of the diſtention of the parts; for, not- 
withſtanding, the child, in its preſent ſituation, 
| Gg 2 rather 
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E 
rather extended from ſide to fide, and the pre- 
ſenting part could not, even with the aſſiſtance 
of pains, have had any great effect in dilating and 
ſtretching the os uteri; its orifice was ſufficiently 
enlarged; and, therefore, as the patient laid on 
her ſide, -I endeavoured in the moſt gentle and 
eaſy manner, to inſinuate my hand through 


the vagina into the uterus, with a view to 


obtain the feet: but, as they were ſituated to- 
wards the fundus uteri, and the abdomen was 
pendulous; without uſing any exertions, which 


might have been painful to the woman, and proved 


fruitleſs in the event; I recommended to the 


patient a prone poſition, reſting on her elbows 
and knees, according to DAVENTER'S inſtructions 
in the like caſe, to which advice ſhe. gave her 
conſent ; and then, by a {low, gradual introduQion 
of my hand, I. paſſed the preſenting part, ſoon 
found the feet, and carefully brought them 
down, without any injury to the back or hips, 
and afterwards cautiouſly accompliſhed the 


whole delivery, in leſs time than I expected, 


and both mother and child did very well, — 


MAU 
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MAURICEAU, in ſpeaking of a delivery, when 
the child comes with ſhoulder, back, or breaſt, 
conſiders the ſhoulder to be the moſt difficult 
of either preſentation, becauſe, it is furtheſt from 
the ſeet of the infant; and very juſtly recommends 
the ſurgeon to attempt the delivery by the feet, in 
preference to the former method of trying to put 
the ſhoulder back to make way for the head of 
the child, that ſo it may be reduced to a natural 

birth.—210N1s alſo ſpeaks of this as one of the 
worſt poſtures that a child can poſſibly come in, 
not only becauſe of its great diſtance from the 
feet, but alſo becauſe the head and neck, when 
thus placed, are very much ſqueezed and com- 
preſſed. We find the judicious DAVENFTER of 
the ſame opinion, and entirely agreeing, in the 
mode of delivery, with both the foregoing wri- 
ters. Vide GIFFARD, caſe 171. PORTAL, obſ. 
7. 19. 21. 48, & 56. and LA Morrz, obl. 24g. 
In the fifth caſe of dr. suEITIEs third vol. coll. 
34. we meet with an inſtance, where the left 

ſhoulder preſented : after the body was delivered, 
by firſt bringing down the feet, the head ſtuck 
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in the pelvis; the ſhort forceps were employed; 


but not ſucceeding, it was at length brought 
down, and with much difficulty, delivered by ma- 
nual aſſiſtance alone: in the firſt caſe of no. 2. in the 


ſame collection, the left ſhoulder preſented ; the fore 


parts of che child to the right fide of the uterus ; 


the child was delivered by the feet, but not with- 
out changing hands three or four times, which 
were much ſqueezed and cramped: by the ſtrong 
contractions of the uterus, &c.—in the next caſe; 
the right ſhoulder preſented, the legs being againſt 
the fore part, and fundus uteri: here the delivery 
was afliſted by the nooſe: the 35th caſe of the 
ſame number, contains a ſhoulder preſentation, 
with a pendulous belly: and paventts's me- 
thod of turning the woman to her knees 
and - elbows, is adviſed to be tried in ſuch caſes: 
caſe the third, of the gzth colla&ion, in the 
ſame volume, exhibits an inſtance of -a ſhoulder 
preſentation; in which, we find the fetus deli- 
vered, by the ſhocking expedient of tearing down 
the body with the crotchet. 


CASE 


G As E LS 


Earry in the morning of the 11th of No- 
VEMBER, 1774. being ſent for to a woman, whoſe 
former labours had been natural, and not attended 
with any extraordinary difficulties ; I found the 
membranes broke, and that one of the hips pre- 
ſented; it was the left, ſituated above the pubes, 


and the thighs were to the right ſide ; the os uteri 
was pretty much ſpread, and the labour pains, 


which had been very ſtrong, were now grown 
weaker, and recurred at very long intervals: 


in this poſition of the caſe, I did not heſitate, to 


give it, as my opinion, that the child ſhould be 
turned, and delivered; I ordered an emollient clyſ- 
ter to. be given the patient: and ſoon after, as the 
woman laid on her left fide, gradually paſſed my 
right hand into the vagina, and puſhing gently for- 
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ward, ſo as to raiſe the breech, advanced it 
along the thighs to the fundus uteri; ; the wa- 
ters being not all evacuated, facilitated the intro- 
duction of my hand to the fundus; where 1 
eaſily ſound the legs, and having brought them 
and the thighs down, I turned the belly to the 
ſacrum, and, in a few minutes, effected the de- 
livery; both the mother and child did yell: in 
this caſe it was a very material advantage to me, 
that the waters were not all evacuated, and con- 
ſequently, the uterus but litile contracted round 
the child's body: the facility with which I deli. 
vered was alſo much owing to the ſmallneſs of 
the child, a well-formed pelvis, and the woman 
having before borne ſeveral children.——-I have 
ſince attended the ſame perſon in three Lyings- 
in, and, in neither, of which, had much more 
to do, than to receive the child in a ſhort time 
after coming to her. — 0 irrARD, in caſe 49. met 
with a child preſenting with the right kiþ ſore- 
moſt; he endeavoured, by paſſing his fore- finger 
over the thigh, near the groin, to draw the hip 
forward ; but that method not ſucceeding, he 
| tried 
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tried to bring a firing, doubled over the end of his | 2 


finger, over the thigh, and with ſome difficulty did 
it; and paſſing up a finger on the other fide of the 
thigh, he took hold of the part of the ſtring that 
was doubled, and brought one end out of the la- 
bia, and then taking both ends in his hands, when 
a pain came on, he pulled gently towards him, 
adviſing the patient at the ſame time, to preſs 
ſtrongly down ; by which means, he found the 
child advance according to his wiſh, and was 
ſoon able to extricate the hips, and bring out the 
legs and thighs ; but finding the belly turned 
ſomewhat ſideways, he put one hand upon the 
back, and his other under its belly, and turned 
the face towards the anus af the mother ; when 
he had brought the child as far as the ſhqulders, 
he fetched down the arms; and finding it ſtick 
at the head, put two fingers into its mouth, 
and by pulling gently at the lower jaw, and at 
the back part of the ſhoulder, in a ſhort time 
brought out the head; the child was born 
alive, but died ſoon after. Yide caſes 1 23. 197. 
: % 
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& 204. of the ſame author. And La Morrz, 
obſ. 28g. & 284. who obſerves, that there is no 
part which reſembles the head more than the 
hiþ7 it being hard and round, and always at a 
great diſtance, as it will not admit of being bent 
enough to engage in the paſſage, unleſs forced, 
indeed, by the ſharpeſt pains a woman can en- 
dure, aſter the coming away of the waters: he 
adviſes the ſurgeon not to ſtay till chis pretended 
head advances; but, without delay, to ſet about 
enquiry into the ſituation of the child. —yo 7a. 
has given a caſe, in obſ. 32, where a child was 
Gtuated with the hip foremoſt; and he ſafely 
delivered it by introducing his hand, and bring- 
ing the child by its feet: he adds, that it was 
born alive, notwithſtanding it had voided, be- 
fore delivery, much meconium, or black excre- 
ments : contrary, he fays, to what is aſſerted by 
mr. VIARVEL, in the 4th chap. of his obſerva- 
tions, page 75. viz. That, upon ſearching a 
patient, he met with the ſaid excrement, and 
thence concluded - that the child was dead : add- 
ing, that no body before him had made this ob- 


ſervation,” 
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ſervation.” Our author very juſtly contradiQs 
this aſſertion : and adds. That of an hundred 
children, which came with the fundament fore- 


moſt, at leaſt, fourſcore are born alive, though 
they always void theſe black excrements.” And 
here it may be proper to obſerve, that the meco- 
nium either paſſed by itſelf or with the waters, is 
almoſt a general concomitant of a breech preſen- 
tation—in any other preternatural poſition of the 
child; or, where the labour is attended with 
extraordinary circumſtances; the diſcharge of 
the meconium ought never to be conſidered as a 
certain indication of the fetus in utero being ex- 


tin; the moſt certain ſigns of which will be 


found to be the cadaverous ſmell of the 


waters, evacuated from the uterus; no pulſation 
in the fontinelle, funts, wriſt, or ancle: but, above 
all, and which is the moſt unerring indication of 
the child's death; and, that the greateſt de- 


gree of putrefaction certainly obtains, is, the 


cuticles peeling off to the touch: moſt, if not 


all of the other ſigns, which authors have taken 


much pains to delineate are, at beſt, equivocal 


and 
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and uncertain; and, by relying on them, we 
ſhall often be deceived. In reſpe& to the meco- 
nium, I have ſrequently known a diſcharge of it, 
_ where the preſentation has been natural, and the 
delivery fortunate and expeditious. But to re- 
turn to what more immediately concerns the 
caſe above related; I ſhall refer the reader 
to caſe 8. coll. 32. of dr. SMBLLIE'S gd vol, 
which, in ſome reſpects, is nearly ſimilar to 


that which fell under my care: alſo, in caſe 4, 


coll. 34. we find the fide of the hip preſent - 
ing, with the fore parts of the child to the 


back part of the uterus; in which caſe, the au- 
thor tells us, the child was ſafely delivered, 
as in breech caſes: in caſes of both 10. & 11. 
in the ſame coll. we find the haunch of the 
child preſenting; and, the deliveries effected 
as before. | 3 
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CASE LXIV. 


| I WAS called to a woman in labour about fix 
o'clock in the afternoon of the 7th of sEPTrEu- 
BER, 1769. a midwife had been long in waiting, 
and the waters ſome time gone off: upon exa- 
mination, I found the hands, feet, and ſunis, 
altogether in the vagina; upon which, I turned 
the woman to a ſupine poſture, and introduced 
my hand, well lubricated, ſecured the feet, 
brought them down without the labia; the other 
parts receding in proportion as the feet ad- 
vanced, and the child was pretty eaſily deli- 
vered; the ſmallneſs of its ſize, the retention of 
the placenta, and recurrence of labour pains, 
made me ſuſpect another child behind; and upon 
placing my hand externally between the umbilicus 
and pubes, I found a hard circumſcribed tu- 


mour : 
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mour: and, upon gently introducing my hand 
into the uterus, a ſecond ſet of membranes Wis 
perceptible, - but no part of the child diftin- 
| - guiſhable through them: I ordered a gentle 


compreſſion to be made on the abdomen, as the 
| | woman was in a pretty good ſtate, thought it 
I \ beſt to wait for the natural pains; by the force 
ü | | of which only, in leſs than an hour, the mem- 
| | branes broke, and the child was delivered 
| 5 breech foremoſt, No attempt had been made 
to extract the firſt placenta; on the funis of which 
J had applied a ligature at that end next che 
mother: I had now both chords at my com- 
mand, and the placentæ, which formed but 
one maſs, ſoon advanced towards the uterine 
orifice; where, from the ſize, it met with con- a 
4 ſiderable reſiſtance, and I was, obliged to intro- 
4 duce two fingers into the vagina; by which 
means, I brought down the edge, and after- 
| wards the whole body followed, with very liule 


difficulty. 
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moſt ſerious conſideration, never, by force, to 
attempt the delivery of the placenta, aſter one 
child is born, and no doubt remains of their 


being a ſecond; as by ſuch practice, in an igno- | 


rant pretender to MIDWIFERY, I once knew a 
flooding brought on, which proved fatal, even 
before the ſecond child was well delivered. After 
the birth of the firſt child, it will be prudent 
and ſafe, to make a gentle compreſſion on the 
abdomen, for this very ſubſtantial reaſon: that 
the ſudden removal of. uterine preſſure may not 
be attended with dangerous conſequences. In 
general, we find but one placenta to one child; 
yet it ſrequently happens, as in the caſe belore 
us, that there are Twins, which have only one 
placenta, in common to both: and BARTHOLIN, 
in his Epiſtle cent. iii. Epiſt. 62. makes men- 
tion of a woman having miſcarried of three 
children, who had only one placenta, in com- 


mon to them all. In caſe $, coll. 37. of dr. 


SMELLIE'S gd. vol. we meet with an inſtance of 


three children; two of which had one placenta 


in 
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in common to them both, and the third one to 
itfelf. In the caſe which follows, is deſcribed the 
hiſtory of three children at a birth, two of 
whom had likewiſe their placentæ joined toge- 
ther, and one ſeparate, And La Morrz, in obſ. 
goo. ſpeaks of three children at a birth, whoſe 
acentæ were all united, and formed a maſs of a 
prodigious bigneſs; which was likewiſe the caſe 
in another delivery of Twins, that immedi- 
ately follows in obſ. 301. and, in both theſe 
caſes, he tells us, that he was not able to obtain 
the placente by the chords, but was obliged to 
have recourſe to manual aſſiſtance. Vide caſe 
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Tus 29th of vovfMbEk, 1775. I was 
called to a woman, whoſe midwife about eight 
hours before had delivered het of one child by 
the natural pains ; but finding it impoſſible to 
bring away the placenta ; ſlie had examined, and 
found the head of another child, which, as the 
pains were good and ſtrong, ſhe every moment 
expected to advance, and be delivered; but, at 
length, finding the pains flacken, and the wo- 
man, ſhe ſaid, much weakened by flooding ; ſhe 
had requeſted further aſſiſtance: I found the pa- 
tient hot, reſtleſs, ind weak, and the pains not 
very ſtrong but pretty regular ; at the ſame time; 
upon examination, I was glad to find the head 
had paſſed the brim of the pelvis, arid was ſo far 
advanced, that the ſoft parts of the woman 

Hb | be- 
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began to protrude. The draining of blood, 
Which the midwife had thought to be a ute- 
rine flux, proved a diſcharge, from the navel 
firing of the child, which had been firſt de- 
livered. After making a ligature on the bleed- | 
ing funts, and waiting a few. minutes, Ee child 
was delivered without any difficulty ; appeared to 
have been dead no great time, and moſt pro- 
bably was injured by the flux from the ſunis; the 
placenta was in one large mals with two chords, 
pretty eaſily ſeparated, and was delivered ſoon 
after the birth of the ſecond child : the woman 
continued very ſeveriſh, with a quick pulſe, com- 
plained of pain and ſickneſs at her ſtomach ; 
had little reſt that night; and the next morning 
was attacked with the incipient ſymptoms ,of a 
puerperal fever; ſhe had vomited a large quantity 
of black bile from the ſtomach, ſhewed great 
anxiety, ſighed deeply, and laboured under much 
dejection of ſpirits; the lockia had, at firſt, 
flowed in a ſmall quantity, but now totally diſ- 
appeared: the next day ſhe became highly con- 
vulſed and delirious, and expired on the fourth 


from 


| 3179 J 
from her delivery. — Dr. LAKE remarks, that . . 
whenever the quickneſs of the pulſe does not ſoon 
9 bo off, aſter the delivery, it denotes ſomething 
amiſs in the habit, which may kindle up a fe- 
ver; and; which is always found to be the more 
dangerous, the ſooner it invades the patient. 
 HIPPOCRATES, in his Aphoriſms, takes notice, 
that black excrements, reſembling black blood, 
are to be looked upon as a bad omen: and, that 
black bile rejected either upwards or downwards 
at the beginning of a diſeaſe, is a mortal ſign; 
which obſervation was in this caſe too fatally 
verified Dr. sun rox has given an inſtance of a 
mother and child being almoſt wholly drained 
of their blood, by the midwife's negleQing to tie 
the navel firing of the firſt of the Twins, which 
was brought forth without perceiving that the 
other till remained in the womb, It is very 
probable, that as this patient laboured under the 
fathognomonic ſym ptoms of putriqity, that might, 
in great meaſure, be the cauſe of her death. | 
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"COMMUNICATED 


in A LETTER To THz LATE / 


DR. COLIN MACKENZIE. 


| | « SEPT, zo, 1769. 
„ DEAR SIR, 


Fx O M ſome ſingular caſes, | 
« which have lately occurred to me ; I take the 
liberty of ſelecting the following one, for your 
% peruſal and opinion: about two o'clock in the 
*« morning of the 16th. paſt, I was ſent for to a 
« young lady, in labour of her firſt child ; and 


„ found her under much anxiety and de preſſion 
5 y P! 
* 1 8 i ba © of 


38 
of mind, from keying loſt her huſband a few 
weeks before by the ſmall pox; from which 
" diſtemper, of the diſtin kind, ſhe herſelf was 
but juſt recovered; a midwife had been in 
* waiting for a week, who informed me that 
the patient had been in labour for the greateſt 
part of that time. The pulſe was extremely 
« languid; I gave her two ſpoons-full of 
« a cordial mixture; and ſoon after, in the 
_ «« courſe of a little pain, took the opportunity of 
« examining her: the os tince was pretty widely 
„ ſpread, though very high up, inclining back= 
«© wards; the parietal bones decuſlated each 
* other, and puſhed down, in a lengthened 
„ form, to near the middle of the pelvis; whoſe 
capacity, I could plainly perceive, to be re- 
* trenched by the intruſion of the vertebræ lum- 
* borum over the ſacrum. I felt myſelf moſt 
extremely unhappy, for the poſſible danger of 
the caſe; and diffident of my own powers, 
% without ſhewing any marks of fearful appre- 
«© henſion, or conveying the leaſt idea to the pa- 
« tient of her very diſcouraging fituation: in- 
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formed the relations of my real opinion; and, 
*« at the ſame time, hinted to them the obliga- 
„ tions I ſhould be under, in their calling in ta 


u my aſſiſtance, a ſenior practitioner, of eſta- 


* bliſhed reputation; but finding my propoſal 
* not properly attended to, and the charge, 
© which, on many accounts, I could have been 
© glad to have had divided, thus devolved on 
« myſelf, and become entirely my on; I be- 
« yan to conſider, that the firſt ſtage of the la- 


© bour was perfectly finiſhed, that nature had, in 


« yain, exerted her utmoſt efforts; which, with 
the declining firength of the patient; it was 
*« ealy to infer, that a recurrence of pains 
„would be but of little ſervice in the advance- 
ment of the head: and ſeeing not the leaſt 
„ proſpect of advantage by delay, I thought of 
the long curved forceps, to extract the head as 
it preſented: with this view, I gave her an 
„ emollient clyſter, of milk, oil, and ſugar. It 
„was in vain that I ſought for an ear, to aſcer- 
* tain the application of this inſtrument ; the 
„ compreſſion of the head was ſo great, as to 
*« firmly fix it in the pelvis; and the contraction 


« of, 


1 3% J 
„of the uterus increaſed by the long evacuation 
of the waters, gave me ſo much trouble in the 
introduction of my hand, as the patient laid 
on her ſide; that I was obliged to withdraw it; 


« when, to my great ſurprize, and as an addi- ; 


tion to my embarraſſments, an incipient flood- 
„ing came on, and made the caſe more deſpe- 


rate and dangerous; however, concealing my 


thoughts, and till unwilling to employ the 


« crotcher, I perſevered in my firſt deſign; and 


placing the patient on her back, ſucceeded in 


the introduction of my left hand, within ſide 


of which having infinuated one blade of the 
long curved forceps; I paſſed up my right 
„hand on the oppoſite ſide, and then with- 
drawing the left, applied the ſecond blade of 


the forceps, and locked the handles together; 


„which was ſcarcely done, when I perceived 


the flooding to increaſe, the woman ſunk away 


in a fainting fit, and, I was afraid would in- 
i evitably expire under my hands: I had no 
* time to tie the handles of the forceps, and, at 
this inſtant, making uſe of a ſmall degree of 

| Hb4 « pulling 
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+ pulling force, the inſtrument flipped from its 


* hold, and my taſk now remained to be done 
* over again: in a little time, ſhe ſo far revived 
* from the fainting fit, as to drink a little red 
% port; and, without altering her poſition, after 
* much difficulty, I again applied the forceps, 
and now ſecured the handles with a garter, by 
« which time ſhe relapſed into a ſecond fainting 


fit; and, during its paroxyſm, I brought 


% down the head, ſo low as to protrude the ex- 
* ternal parts: and now, with the fore finger of. 
* my left hand, I could diſcover the forchead to 
* the right os iſchium; therefore, thought it 
* right to turn it into the hollow of the ſacrum, 
«as a means of ſaving the peringum from lace- 
© ration, to which it would otherwiſe have been 
*« expoſed : having now a good command of the 
handles of the forceps, I ſoon effected this 
© buſineſs, and ſtanding up, delivered the head, 
* which was ſqueezed to a prodigious length; 
% and, notwithſtanding my utmoſt care and 
* caution, the perineum lulfered a {light lacera- 
tion; an accident I was extremely forty for, 

but 


- 


| | 1 3835 1 4 
** but could not, by any means, avoid: the pa- 
tient continued in a fainting fit, through the 
* whole time of the delivery: and, it was not 
* till after the, ſeparation of the placenta, which 
* happened in a few minutes after that ſhe came 
* to herſelf; it was about ten at night that ſhe 
* was delivered, and, till half paſt twelve, I ex- 
*« pected that every moment would be her. laſt 
for the flooding continued, notwithſtanding 
my utmoſt endeavours to reſtrain it: this was 
* a ſituation truly critical to my patient, and 
+ alarming to myſelf ; for, ſhe was not only fre- 
* quently attended with faintings, but the pulſe 


* became feeble and interrupted, and the extre- - 


* mities were cold and livid; her belly was 


kept in a ſtate of compreſſion by a ſwathe, and 
the body in an horizontal poſition, with her 
head reclining downwards ; the windows and 
* doors of the room were opened; a bladder, 
* half-filled with cold water, was applied to the 
i pubes and os externum; compreſſes, dipped in 
# cold vinegar, were. applied to the abdomen, and 
* renewed from time to time; fill the languor 

and 
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and faintneſs continued, but happily no con- 


« yulfions enſued: I had got down two or three : 
« ſpoons-full of red wine and water cold, and 
*« acidulated* with lemon juice; the flooding, at 
length, abated; ſhe gradually came more and 
more to herſelf, inſomuch, that ſhe ſupped a 
* little weak broth; which, with other light 
* nouriſhment, was repeated at intervals, in ſuch 
quantities as her ſtomach would diſpenſe with, 
« and ſhe continued from one o'clock in the 
morning till ten, without any more fainting ; J 
* had never once quitted her in the whole time; 
* the flooding was ſtopped : and, for two days 
after, I flattered myſelf, that, though weak 


„and low, ſhe was rather in a convaleſcerit 


 ** ſtate; but now a diarrhaa ſuddenly ſuper- 


« yened, and filled me with freſh apprehenſions f 
for her ſafety ; ſhe had ſtools frequently, and 
not leſs than five within the fpace of an hour; 
© they were frothy, bilious, and moſt intolerably 


« fetid ; the ſkin was dry and hot, the pulſe 


& weak and quick; a univerſal languor fucceed- 
« ed, and ſhe was attacked with a Fubſultus : hex 


( 387 ] 
* life ſeemed again in the moſt imminent danger, 
* and her friends entertained not the leaſt hopes of 
„her recovery: I gave her ſmall doſes of ipeca> | 


„ cuanha with tindtura thebaica, in proportion; 
„ by which, the diarrhea was, in a few hours, 
* palliated, and the ſtools became leſs frequent, 
and more conſiſtent; but the ſubſultus ill con- 
* tinued, and ſhe was not wholly free ſrom it 
till the ſixth day after its attack: and ſhe had 
* taken freely of a decoction of Peruvian bark, 
every third or fourth hour, and julepum e noſ- 
* cho, in the intermediate ſpaces; both theſe 
* medicines were of infinite ſervice to her; and, 
in many ſtages of puerperal complaints, I am 
* convinced, by experience, that we have not a 
* more efficacious and ſerviceable remedy in the 


„hole materia medica, than the cortex, pro- 


t perly preſcribed. She made no water till the 
* third day after her delivery, and then paſſed it 


* with pain and heat: gum arabic was therefore 


« diffolyed in water, and mixed with her common | 


drink; the lacerated parts of the perinæum 


vere eaſily healed, by carefully defending them | 
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from excoration, to which they were liable from 


* the lockia, ſtools and urine, and dreſſing them 
** twice a day with dry lint and emollient oint- 
„ ment. Thus having done every thing in my 

* power to ſupport her ſtrength, and recover her 
© ſpirits; I have the peculiar ſatisfattion of in- 
+ forming you, that ſhe has recovered, to the 
© 2dmiration_ of every one who knew her; and, 


except a weakneſs in her nerves, to which 
* ſhe is naturally diſpoſed, is, at this time, 
nearly as well as at any former period, prior 


-* to her delivery.—lIt is now time to return to 


the child: and, I muſt beg your pardon, for 


« not taking notice of it in its proper place; 


„ but, the embarraſſment I was reduced to, by 
« the deplorable ſtate of its mother, engroſſed 
the whole of my attention, and prevented every 
*« digrefſion from the diſtreſſed object of my more 


© immediate care: when it was firſt born, it 


4 could not be perceived to breathe; it was 


„ black, and ſwelled in the face, and the 
„body livid; 1 ordered the head, breaſt, and 
5+ extremities, to be rubbed with warm flaunels 

| | ** dipped 


IR he [ 389 ] 
« Jipped in a volatile liniment,” and made no 
« ligature on the ſunis, that it might bleed : by 

« which means, in the ſpace of five minutes, it 

6q firſt began to gaſp, gradually got ſtrength, : 
« cried, received a little manna diſſolved in 

« warm water, recovered, and is now ſuckled by 

« another woman; as it were improper to im- 

©« poſe that taſk on the mother, and, perhaps, 

« better for the child; that it ſhould receive its 

« food from a more vigorous conſtitution. 1 
« fear you will think me tedious ; therefore, ſhall 

« detain you no longer, than to add the ſincere | 
attachment, with which, I am, &c.“ 


THE. REPLY. 
= DEAR SIR, | 
in! ; HE cafe inſerted has been a 
« troubleſome one: we may call it a ſtrictly dif- 
24s « ficult 


1 
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« ficult and laborious labour indeed; and, I really 
. chink, the method you took, was the beſt; as, 
* ſhould ever be che laſt: were objections to 
be made to the caſe, I ſhould think it my 
* duty to apprize you of them. Might objec- 
tions be made, and the objectors and myſelf 
* were attending, and in your caſe, we ſhould, 
probably. have recourſe to che very ſame me- 
„ thod; fo highly is it, at all times, to think, 
© ſpeak, and act with candour. You can never be 
too prolix, in the relation of facts; it is theſe, 
without art or addreſs, we want literally told. 
"F as they happen. I am, very truly yours, &c.“ 


— — 


IT may be obſerved as a general rule, that, 
when the woman has been in labour an unuſual 
length of time ; and, though che os tincæ is greatly 
dilated, ftill the head of the child continues very 
high up, it certainly will prove a difhcult labour, 
and fo vice verſa: it is alſo to be remarked, that 
the forceps will be always found to ſucceed 
beſt, after the woman has had one child, 
CASE 


CAS E LXVII. 


Tc 8 uteri, is a diſorder which 
is ſound much more rarely to happen in the 
unimpregnated ſtate, than otherwiſe ;. yet, a de- 
 licate conformation of the nerves, with a general 
relaxation of the habit, will ſometimes conduce 
thereto: as, in a Cale, which fell immediately 
under my cognizance and care, in the month of 
MARCH, 1769. The ſubject, was a young wo- 
man, in the nineteenth year of her age; natu- 
rally prediſpoſed to nervous complaints, juſt re- 


covered from a fever, which had confined her to 
her bed for ſeveral days; and, upon catching 


freſh cold, by keeping her legs and feet too long 
immerſed in water, a violent cough enſued; in a 
fit of which, ſhe ſuddenly complained of ſome- 
thing having fallen down within fide her belly; 


great 
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great pain, and bearing down; which ſymptoms 
increaſing, with every freſh fit of coughing, at 
length an entire ſuppreſſion of urine ſupervened: 
the belly was ſo much diſtended, as to make 
a viſible protuberance of the bladder; which, I 
feared, might be in danger of burſting, beſore 
the water could be drawn off: in this trouble- 


ſome and dangerous ſtate of the caſe, it was, 
with much difficulty of perſuaſion, that 1 could 
overcome the falſe delicacy of the patient, by 
repreſentations of the riſk ſhe ran by delay, and 
the abſolute neceſſity which appeared for exa- 
mining the parts, and of drawing off the urine— 
by paſſing a finger up the vagina, I found the 
procidentia uteri complete; the os tincæ, the pre- 
ſenting part, ſo low down as almoſt to appear 
without the labia; the parts were ſo irritable aud 
inflamed, that ſhe ſhrunk away with pain from 
the touch; ſhe was hot, had a ſlight teneſmus, 


and ſome nauſea: I therefore preſcribed an ano- 


dyne emulſion; gentle laxatives ; emollient fo- 


mentations; and emptied the reflum with a ſoſt- 


ening clyſter: keeping her continually in an ho- 


, tizonta 
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rizontal poſition : after theſe means had been ſuf- "0A 
hciently tried, and more eaſe procured, I intro- „ | | 
duced the catheter, without any difficulty, and | | 
drew off a great quantity of water ; a recumbent _ [1 | 
poſture was ſtill directed, and the anodyne emul= | 
ſion continued till the fourth day, when I con. | | 
ceived it right to attempt the reduQion of the ute 
rus, and placing the patient upon her knees and 
elbows, with her head downwards,” my fingers 


being well anointed with pomatum, thoroughly | ! | 
effected that buſineſs; Reſt, a proper regimen, [4 
and poſture, was ſtill obſerved, and the free uſe | | 
of oleum ricini, with a few drops of tinflura the- 2 MX. | 
baica at bed-time, palliated the cough; and pre- | 
vented any uneaſy conſtipation of the bowels, 


which, by bringing on ſtraining ſtools, might 
otherwiſe bave renewed the complaint; every 
proper precaution being taken, and the habit, 
braced in due time, the patient entirely re- 1 
covered, and has ſince remained free ftom the | | 


leaſt relapſe, 
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CASE IXVIII. 


a2 


Ix JULY 1770, a young woman, of a lax ha- 


bit, about twelve or (thirteen weeks advanced 
in her ſecond pregnancy, after much trou— 
ble and vexation, on a ſudden complained 


of a difficulty in making water and going to 


ſtool : this continued for two days, when a 


total ſloppage of urine, teneſmus, vomiting, and 


bearing-down pains, reſembling thoſe of labour, 


came on. She had ſought for no advice, and this 


was the fourth day fince ſhe had either paſſed a 
drop. of urine, or gone to ſtool; her inclination 
to which had frequently brought on ſtrainings, 
which conſequently ſerved to favour the deſcent 
of the uterus ; which, upon examination, was 
found to form a large [mooth tumor in the vulva, 
you was fo tightly 22 57 into the elvis, that I 

ſound 


[ 395 1 
found it impoſſible to pals my finger, on any 


ſide, between the tumor and the ſurrounding 
parts. The ſwelling, in time of a pain, puſhed 


forward, and felt not much unlike the head of a 


child, protruding with the labour pains. To re- 
move every impediment, which might materially 
prevent and interrupt the redudion, | was my firſt 


care; I therefore ordered an in clyſter of 


warm milk and water, with weak chamomile | 


tea, and a proper quantity of olive oil, to be im- 
mediately given, that the rectum might be emp- 
tied ol its contents; but ſuch was the preſſure 

upon this bowel, that little or none of the clyſter 
was thrown up, and it was with much difficulty 
chat che pipe was introduced at all. Every me- 
dicine, which was drank, was immediately re- 


jeded, and the catheter, after repeated trials, I 


was obliged to lay by; for, although it ſome- 


times in part gained admiſſion, no water was 
drawn off. I then had the patient placed on 
er knees and elbows, with her head reclining 
downwards, and an aſſiſtant to ſupport it; but 
all, my attempts with my fingers in the vagina 


0 and 


— 4 bode 2-662 2 {*<- * * — FP by * OO 
a N 1 2 
0 — „ — 1 7 4 6 * 
4 „ant U A 2 2 — q 


> >; 
— * * 


398 3 


and reclum, to aſſiſt in raiſing the deſcending tu - 


mor, were utterly ineffeQual; another practitioner 
was called in, but our united endeavours were 
fruitleſs z+the poor woman had moſt ſevere nau- 
ſea and vomiting, became delirious, convulſed, 
and died in great -agonies, in the morning of 
the fixth day, from the firſt acceſſion of her 
complaints. In the 26th plate of Dr. nuxrEA's 
gravid uterus, this diſorder receives much uſe- 
ful illuſtration; and in the Medical Obſerva- 
tions and Enquiries, we meet with two fatal in- 
ſtances, where the reduction of the uterus, as in 
the caſe above recited, could by no means be 
effected; in the firſt there was a rupture of the 
bladder : in the ſecond caſe, which is an ap- 
pendix to the firſt, and publiſhed by the inge- 
nious and lcarned Dr. WILLIAM HuNTER, it was 
very extraordinary that, upon opening the body 
after the death of the unfortunate patient, that 


the wierus in that retroverted ſtate, was grown ſo 


large, and thence lo wedged in the belvis, that 
it could not be taken out till the fpmphifes, of 
the oſſa pubis, had been cut through, and the 


bones 


L 397 J 
bones conſiderably torn aſunder, to enlarge the 
ſpace within the bones of the pelvis, &c. &c. 
Dr. nuNTER recommends placing the woman on 
her knees and elbows, with her head down- 
wards, and by introducing one hand up the va- 
ging, attempting to draw it forwards at the fame 
time, with two fingers of the other hand in ano, 
we endeavour to puſh up the fundus uteri: and 
farther tells us, that if this caſe is diſcovered 
ſoon after it happens, that it may be reduced by 
this method; but that when the uterus is in- 
verted, it will always remain ſo, unleſs re- 


lieved before the fetus becomes ſo large, and 


the uterus ſo diſtended, as to lock itſelf up in the 
pelvis; at which time, aud not before, the 


mother begins to fee] exquiſite torture, In 
the hiſtory of the firſt of theſe caſes, it ap- 


peared from the general habit, and a previous 


prolapſus vaginæ, that relaxation in general, and 


particularly of the uterine ligaments and append- 


ages, was the grand pre-diſpoſing cauſe of this. 
misfortune ; and that the catheter was conſtantly: 
paſſed into the urethra, by feeling e end of the 


inſtru- 
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inſtrument, while in the urethra, arid by repeat- 
edly drawing off ſmall quantities of urine, ſo 
that the meatus was clearly and diſtinctly felt 
under the ſymþhiſts of che ua pubs, and the tu- 
mour in the vagina, though it conſiderably di- 
miniſhed its diameter, particularly in its infe- 
rior part, towards the os exter num, did not in the 
leaſt preſs upon the urethra, nor made any ob- 
ſtruction to the free and eaſy paſſage of the fin- 
ger between that and the pubis; and conſequently 
was no obſtacle to the introduction of the cathe- 
ter. This obſtacle, the author obſerves, was 


much higher up, and always impaſſable at a 


certain point from the exceſſive and ſingular ſor, 


of preſſure of the uterus and bladder upon each 


other, forcing the latter to become, as it were, 


pendulous over the ofſa pubis, and to form an 


acute angle with the urethra, occaſioning ſuch an 
invincible obſtruction, as, although it admitted a 
fmall quantity of urine, to infinuate itſelf into the 
catheter from above, it would by no means ad- 
mit that inſtrument to paſs it from below, It 


we appeal to our' own experience and obferva- 


- tion, 


( 399 ] 
tion, continues our writer, and credit the aſſer- 


tions of the learned vAN swIETEN (in his com- 


mentaties upon the Aphhriſms of the illuſtrious 


BOERHAAVE,) aad thoſe of a celebrated puTcH 


artiſt, whom he has quoted, we ſhall find that 


it has ſometimes been extremely difficult when 


the uterus has been remarkably prominent and 
pendulous over the ofa pubis, to pals the catheter 
into the bladder from this viſcus, forming an angle 
with its own neck; but, in the caſe which he 
had deſcribed; he obſerves, that the unnatural 
ſituation of che uterus, &c. and the molt violent 
and ſingular kind of preſſure, and the exceſſive 
conſtriction upon the bladder, all coneurring, 
formed ſo acute an angle, as to render that ope- 
ration impracticable. He ſuppoſes that a flexible 
catheter, or one of a particular conſtruction, 
might have anſwered here; but, as he had not 
ſuch an inſtrument, he confefles that he did not 


at that time think of it. Vide a very extraor- 


dinary account of a prolapſus uteri and veſice, 


in the third vol. of Medical Obſervations and 
Enquiries, by Dr. waits of MANCUESTER, 
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CASE LXIX. 


La 29th of ptctmBer, 1777, I was cal- 
led to a woman, who, a few hours before my ar- 
rival, had been taken in labour, and ſent for a 
midwife, who found ſomething protruded before 
the child's head, which the adjudged to be the 
navel-ſtring, and deſired my aſſiſtance. I had 
attended this woman in two preceding labours : 
ſhe was of a very weakly habit; and, in her laſt 
labour, the womb, by the force of the pains, 
had deſcended into the vagina; but, by ſuſtain- | 
ing it with the preſſure of my hand, when the 
pain was on, the parts became gradually dilated, 
and, in a little time. the event was as favourable 
as 1 could wiſh. In the preſent caſe, not only 


the womb deſcended, as before, but the vag ina 
pro- 


„ 
prolapſed by the force of the pains, and pro- 
truded conſiderably beſore the head of the child. 


This the midwiſe had miſtaken for the funis; in 


the remiſſion of pain I introduced my fingers, 
and replaced the vagina, but it prolapſed again 
with the next return of pain, and was re- 
duced as before. The child was ſoon after deliver- 
ed, and I had no farther trouble. This is a diſor- 


der which very ſeldom occurs: the prolapſion of 


the uterus at full time, is generally attributed to 
an extraordinary width of the elvis; and that of 


the vagina to extreme weakneſs, 
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